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TREDEGAR TOWN COUNCIL 
 

 
 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held in the Council Chamber, Bedwellty 
House on Wednesday, 19th April, 2017 at 6.30 p.m. 

 
 

Present:  Councillors J. Thomas (CHAIR) 
T. Smith 
A.E. Tippings 
G. Bowen-Knight 
M. Cross 
D.W.A. Howells 
P. Prosser 
D. Rowberry 
H. Trollope 
M. Turner 
B. Willis 

 
In attendance: Town Clerk – Mrs. C. Price 

 
 
333)  Apologies.  Councillors O. Price, G. Meredith, J.C. Morgan, R. Thomas,  
   S. Trollope and R. Watkins 
 

 Condolences – Town Council was informed of the passing of Peter Morgan-Jones; a 
Minute silence was undertaken as a mark of respect Members thereupon paid tribute to 
Peter, who would be sadly missed. 
 

The Deputy Leader said that Peter Morgan-Jones was first known as a school teacher; 
teaching many of us on this Council, he had been held in high regard, achieving 
excellent results in Tredegar Comprehensive School.  Also, he had been a lover of 
working in history and been instrumental in building a memorial at the Cairn for the 
bomber crash site above Talybont; Peter had taken pupils to build and preserve that 
site.  In later years, he had been a well-known local historian, involved in producing 
books and films; and also the formation of the Blaenau Gwent Heritage Forum, many of 
us who were members of.  She thereupon thanked Peter for his contribution to the town 
over a whole lifetime, which had been considerable.  On a personal note, the Deputy 
Leader was aware of Peter’s support of Tredegar, who had been a great ambassador 
for the town, whether at home or whilst travelling. 

 

It was agreed that the Clerk write a letter of condolence to the family. 
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334)  Declarations of Interest. 
The Chair reminded Members to make their declarations as and when necessary. 
 
 
335)  Accounts: to consider a Schedule of Accounts for payment in February 2017 
The Clerk spoke to the report, outlining that the bank reconciliations were available for 
Members to view, and seeking approval of the transfer recorded. 
 

 Attic Web Design – when the newly formed Council was in place, a Publicity Sub-
Committee was required at the earliest opportunity with a view to renewing the 
website, as considered out of date and progress was needed.  Migration needing 
updating and the website could be a far more useful resource for the town, and this 
should be a priority for the new Council.  This was agreed accordingly. 

 
 Water / sewerage charge - Toilets – a Member enquired if installing a water meter 

could prove financially viable; it was agreed for Councillor B. Willis to investigate. 
 
A Member enquired of the Revised Total for March and Revised Total to Date; the Clerk 
believed this was due to the additional payment presented but would check the detail 
accordingly. 
 
There being no further queries regarding the Schedule of Accounts, all presented items 
were approved for payment.  The Clerk clarified the transfer of funds would be undertaken 
in the presence of the Leader and Town Clerk, which was noted accordingly. 
 
 
336)  To receive and adopt the following Minutes of Council: 
 

a)  Finance and Staffing Sub-Committee – 1st March, 2017 
b)  Civic Meeting of Council - 1st March, 2017 
c)  Ordinary Meeting of Council -15th March, 2017 
d)  Events Sub-Committee - 5th April, 2017 
e)  Civic Meeting of Council - 5th April, 2017 

 
It was agreed that all Minutes presented be moved en bloc as a true record, with any 
matters arising to follow. 
 
 
337)  Matters arising from the Minutes 
 
Finance and Staffing Sub-Committee – 1st March, 2017 
 The Leader suggested that, if there were any matters arising, any such items could be 

tabled for discussion in the appropriate forum, as this had been an exempt meeting 
subject to the exclusion of the Press and public, which was noted accordingly. 

Civic Meeting of Council - 1st March, 2017 
 Twinning Association ‘Orvault visit’ – the Deputy Leader provided a brief update: a 

small delegation of thirty people had joined the visit, a few others had needed to 
withdraw due to ill-health.  She suggested there could be a need to address the decline 



 

3 
 

in numbers. The Member considered that the Twinning Association had never been ‘in 
better hands’ operationally and the rapport with Orvault never better.  French 
counterparts had raised no issues in the meetings and had apologised that their school 
had withdrawn from twinning participation. 
An attempt would be made to arrange for a football team to travel to France in the 
future – this could now be a possibility with the Town Council taking over maintenance 
of Deighton playing field.   
A BBC Breakfast crew had accompanied visitors to undertake filming of activities and 
this would be aired on the BBC Thursday/Friday morning of that week.  The Deputy 
Leader could not think of better ambassadors for the town and, hopefully, this would 
show Tredegar in a good light.  She would therefore like to extend her sincere thanks, 
on behalf of the town and Council, to Lynne and Brian.  The DVD of the Tredegar 
Orpheus Male Voice Choir and School Choir had been greatly appreciated, which had 
proven a very moving performance. 
Speeches had been undertaken by the Deputy Leader, Mayor and President of Orvault, 
and the Twinning Association, and although disappointment had been voiced over the 
Brexit decision, it was confirmed this would have no impact on the friendship between 
the two towns. 

 Mayor’s Report – a communication for Council would be introduced as an agendaed 
item following the local election, commencing from May 2017 onwards. 

Ordinary Meeting of Council - 15th March, 2017 
 Grants – it was suggested that a list of grant recipient organisations supported by Town 

Council could be compiled and included on the website, outlining whether ‘Sporting or 
Cultural’, basic details of the group, point of contact, etc. 
The Leader extended thanks to the Mayor for the hospitality shown to all grant 
recipients gathered together on the Friday afternoon, to ensure that all organisations 
were in receipt of their grant prior to the election period; and in addition, her efforts to 
deliver the remaining grants to all those who could not attend the gathering. 

 War Memorial Update – the Deputy Leader said that an application had been submitted 
to the Armed Forces Covenant Fund; Blaenau Gwent CBC had supported the 
application for the request of £1,000.00 for electrical provision of floodlighting, outside 
electrical socket, etc. 

Events Sub-Committee - 5th April, 2017 
 Sherman Theatre – Clerk to write to Deighton and Georgetown Primary Schools to 

ascertain interest in participating, with an appropriate deadline for responses.  
Civic Meeting of Council - 5th April, 2017 
 Town Centre Walkway Project – Councillors A.E. Tippings and J.C. Morgan had liaised 

with the RFO in order to proceed with seeking quotations on this work: as a number of 
details had required clarifying, this invitation had only been sent the previous 
Wednesday and therefore Council had been unable to acquire any such response to 
tenders for that night’s Ordinary Meeting of Council unfortunately.  It had been agreed, 
in the interest of consistency, that the work would be undertaken in conjunction with a 
project of Blaenau Gwent CBC.  Members approved to grant plenary powers to the 
Leader and Deputy Leader to progress the matter on receipt of tenders submitted. 

 School Governing Bodies – it was agreed that a letter be forwarded to Bryn Bach 
Primary School on their success at the Blaenau Gwent Swimming Gala. 

 Tredegar Business Forum – Councillor J.C. Morgan had liaised with the Business 
Forum representative, not Councillor Rowberry, as recorded.  Members recognised the 
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importance of ascertaining the current situation of the Business Forum, particularly 
bearing in mind the financial contribution of the Town Council to that organisation, as 
Council had to ensure this was a constituted group still in operation. 
A Member confirmed that he had spoken with the representative; unfortunately no 
meetings had taken place and, without more support, it was unlikely the Forum would 
be in a position to do anything this year.   
Members emphasised this was the reason a meeting needed to be convened in order 
that Town Council could ascertain what support was needed in order to continue to give 
their backing.  Also, it was important to help and work with the Business Forum in 
generating interest of local people in the town centre, e.g. events such as the Classic 
Car Day.   
The Leader confirmed that he had raised the concerns of Town Council previously in 
respect of the Business Forum, expressing concern that issues had originated with the 
involvement of non-business representatives, which was a result of the current demise.  
It was therefore suggested that a meeting be pursued as soon as possible following the 
election to ascertain the level of support Council could provide. 

 Request re: Mayor’s Parlour from House Manager – a Member expressed concern in 
respect of the request to utilise the Mayor’s Parlour, suggesting this should be used for 
Mayoral use only and requesting an update, as the House and Park had been given to 
the townspeople. 
The Clerk said that the House Manager had explained this was not a hairdressing 
event, but a a ‘child princess pamper party day’, with no use of hair-tongs/spray, etc., 
just four children having their hair put in a bun, with a tiara on, and applying some make 
up.  However, an alternative venue had been decided on and the Mayor’s parlour not 
utilised.  The House Manager had informed the Clerk, as this had proven such a 
success, a further event had been organised to meet demand. 
The Leader highlighted that the custodians of Bedwellty House and Park had formerly 
been Blaenau Gwent CBC and this responsibility had now been given to the Aneurin 
Leisure Trust.  Another Member said that it was his understanding that a request had 
been made for Council to allow it, with due consideration given and a vote taken. 
Upon a vote being undertaken in respect of writing to Aneurin Leisure Trust, requesting 
that the Mayor’s Parlour be used for Mayoral purposes only – including to withdraw the 
previous agreement of Town Council to welcome brides to utilise this area – the 
proposal was agreed accordingly.  Councillors T. Smith and A.E. Tippings abstained 
from the voting process. 

 
 
338)  Chair to sign Minutes 
Minutes approved were duly signed by the Mayor in the presence of Council. 
 
 
339)  Correspondence 
1) BGCBC a) Revised Notices for Georgetown and Central & West – 

replaced previous on website.  
 

- Noted. 
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 b) M. Howland Re: Beaufort Road Community Garden – 
asking for clarification on the desire for freehold rather 
than a lease or licence.  
 

- Noted; the Leader clarified this had been a request 
for information only, as Town Council were aware 
of freeholds being given for  theatres/cinemas, and 
felt Town Council should be given the freehold for 
Deighton and Sirhowy Community Garden.  
Members supported the request for freehold, 
particularly should there be an amalgamation of 
authorities, as any individual acquiring the land 
could have a different perspective in respect of 
use. 
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  It was agreed, therefore, that Council request a 
meeting with the Property Asset and Review 
Officer, Mark Howland, and colleagues within the 
Estates and Legal Departments (BGCBC), 
following the 2017 Local Election. 

 

 c) 2017/18 precept – with RFO.  
 

- Noted. 
 

 d) Asking if Recycling Roadshow can participate at the 
Armed Forces Day event 11.06.2017. 
 

- This was agreed accordingly; Clerk to pursue, with 
a view to an open invitation being extended to 
interested parties.  A Member also proposed that 
an invitation be extended to the Ebbw Vale and 
Tredegar Crime Prevention Panel. 

 

 e) Blaenau Gwent Play Conference 22nd and 23rd May, 
2017 at Bedwellty House & Park, free conference, 
book by 28.04.2017.  
 

- Noted; to be added to the TTC website. 
 

Councillors D. Rowberry and B Willis declared an interest in the following 
items and took no part in the discussions or voting thereon. 
 

 f) List of Licensing Applications week ending 
07.04.2017.  
 

- Noted. 
 

2) One Voice  
    Wales 
 

a) White Paper Reforming Local Government – Resilient 
& Renewed.  
 

- Noted; to be emailed to all Members. 
 

 b) Tree Charter: Become a local Council Charter Branch.  
 

- Noted; Clerk to complete registration. 
 

 c) One day workshop at Principality Stadium, Cardiff on 
2nd May, 2017 between 9.45 a.m. and 4.15 p.m. to 
discuss Welsh Water 2050.  
 

- Noted, Clerk to write outlining concerns in respect 
of such events being convened two days prior to 
local elections. 

 

 d) Welsh European Funding Office Priority 3 Call for 
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Small Scale Community Energy Proposals.  
 

- Noted; Clerk to forward to Councillors A.E. Tippings 
and M. Turner. 

 

 e) Victims & Survivor’s Consultative Panel vacancy, 
closing date for applications 28.04.2017, honorarium 
payment given.  
 

- Noted; to be added to the TTC website. 
 

3) M. Boyd  Armed Forces Day: Hafal would like to participate in 
this event.  
 

- Noted; Clerk to confirm acceptance. 
 

4) Tredegar  
    History &  
    Archive Society 

 

 £50 donation to Walk for Life – Cheque with RFO.  
 

- Noted; Clerk to write letter of thanks. 
 

5) Royal British  
    Legion 

 Thanks for grant and apologies for the delay in 
acknowledging, which was due to her husband having 
a nasty fall, hospitalising him.  
 

- Noted; Members extended their best wishes for a 
speedy recovery and it was agreed that the Leader 
liaise to outline support available within Tredegar 
from Life After Stroke. 

 

6) S. Ellington  Email 
 a) New Citizens Advice Caerphilly Blaenau Gwent 

website can be found at www.citizensadvicecbg.org.uk  
The website has all the office and outreach addresses, 
opening hours, plus descriptions of all the services 
that they offer.  It also offers email advice to residents 
of Blaenau Gwent - added to website 

 b) Services Directory 2017/18 – distributed to all 
Members email/post.  
 

- Noted. 
 

7) Leander  
    Architectural 

 Costs of name plates.  
 

- Noted. 
 

 

Councillor B Willis declared an interest in the following item and took no part in 
the discussions or voting thereon. 
 

8) Brecon  
    Beacons  

 Weekly list of Planning Applications, Date: 31.03.2017 
– forwarded to Cllr Price 

http://www.citizensadvicecbg.org.uk/
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    National Park  
    Authority 
 

 

- Noted; to be forwarded to Councillor M. Turner. 
 

9) Communicorp  Local Councils update April 2017 Issue 205 – relevant 
articles copied and posted to Members with this 
meeting’s agenda.  
 

- Noted. 
 

10) PUBLICATIONS 
BGCBC Roadworks report week ending 14.04.2017. 
Available for Members – received. 
 

11) AGENDA 
Blaenau Gwent Heritage Forum meeting Friday, 21st March, 2017 at 9.30 a.m. 
Tredegar Library.  
Available for Members – received. 
 
 
Councillors D. Rowberry and B Willis declared an interest in the following items and took no 
part in the discussions or voting thereon. 
 
293)  Planning: 
 

a) Officers Report – Information Only 
List of Delegated Items determined between 27th February, 2017 and 28th March, 
2017: 
C/2017/0006  Construction of new detached dwelling with integral garage, former 
garden land of Kismet, The Rhyd, Tredegar – Approved. 
C/2017/0033 One detached dwelling (outline), land formerly garden space of 2 
Sycamore, Avenue, Tredegar – Approved. 
C/2017/0016 Detached dwelling, vehicular access and parking, land adjoining Sunny 
Rise, Merthyr Road, Tredegar – Refused. 
C/2017/0018 Demolition and rebuild of agricultural building (formerly cottages) to form 
two bedroom dwelling, including reinstatement of access track and provision of turning 
area and two parking spaces, Garn Farm, Abertysswg Road, Tredegar – Refused. 
Planning Report: 
C/2016/0353 Reserved matters application for one detached dwelling and integral 
garages, Plot 13 Arches Close, Tredegar – recommendation: Granted with 
conditions. 
C/2017/0024 Change of use from office space to bar/restaurant, First Floor 7 The 
Circle, Tredegar - recommendation: Granted with conditions. 
- a Member expressed concern that this application had been approved and reiterated 
concerns with the stairwell and particularly the meeting point at the top of the stairs for 
the bar, toilets and kitchen.  He also enquired of access for the disabled and was 
informed that stipulation was that disability access would be provided as what was 
considered reasonable or practicable; as the venue was only operating three days, for 
a maximum of 100 people, DDA provision was not considered viable and would not be 
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an argument in a court of law.  Council was informed that Councillor Willis had raised 
the concerns of Members in a meeting of the Licensing Committee. 
A Member suggested that appropriate Officers be asked for feedback in order for 
Council to gain a better understanding as to why such applications were given 
permission to proceed.  It was agreed that BG Building Control be contacted outlining 
concerns and seeking views accordingly. 

 
b) Verbal Report of the Planning Committee - none received. 

 
c) Applications - none received. 

 
d) Other Planning Matters - none received. 

 
 
294)  Matters of Local Interest or Concern (by prior notice) 
 

 Deighton Playing Field / Sirhowy Community Garden – grounds maintenance had 
commenced on both areas.  The Clerk asked Council to ratify the payment for the 
work undertaken to the fencing at the Community Garden to allow access for BGCBC 
to undertake the grounds maintenance, which was agreed accordingly. 
 

 Town Centre Walkway – the RFO had extended invitations to tender and responses 
were awaited.  It was agreed that delegated powers be approved for the Leader and 
Deputy Leader to consider tenders received and make a decision in order to proceed 
without delay; also, tenderers be requested to provide a colour chart to agree the 
colour scheme accordingly. 
 

 2017 Local Elections – sincere thanks were extended to those Members not 
standing in the forthcoming elections for their hard work and dedication to the Town 
Council and the people of Tredegar, i.e. Councillors Shaun Baker, Glanmor Bowen-
Knight, John Morgan, Oriel Price and Ryan Watkins. Council extended their very best 
wishes for the future.   
 

Members also recognised the commitment of Councillors Mike O’Sullivan and Tony 
Gregory, who had sadly passed away whilst in office.  Best wishes were extended to 
the existing Councillors in the Sirhowy Ward, who positions were contested, and also 
to those Members who were nominees in the County Borough Council elections. 
 

Members thereupon spoke on the achievements of Town Council over the previous 
five year period, bearing in mind the additional functions taken on by Tredegar Town 
Council, and the financial support given to many organisations throughout the 
Tredegar area. 
 

Sirhowy Ward Members spoke briefly on their term of office and hoped to be in the 
position to continue this work following the local elections, as it was a pleasure to 
serve the community of Tredegar and considered the achievements of the previous 
five years were something that Members could be very proud of. 
 

It was agreed that a letter of congratulations be sent to Councillor Dennis Owens on 
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his retirement, expressing the sincere thanks of Town Council on his hard work and 
dedication over very many years and extending best wishes for the future. 
 

It was noted that, on the retirement of long-standing Members, there was a need to 
update the directory of contacts and this be made available to new Members, for 
information. 

 

 Tredegar Town Clock – the contractors who had undertaken the painting of the 
Town Clock the previous year had approached a Member to ask permission to re-
paint as, on inspection, they considered the work had been less than satisfactory.  
This was agreed accordingly. 
 
– it was noted that certain establishments in the town centre were using the Town 
Clock and surround to display promotional material.  Members expressed concern 
that this was not appropriate, bearing in mind that the Town Clock and surround was 
a listed building   It was agreed that the Clerk write, on behalf of Council, advising of 
concerns in respect of the erection of banners / promotional material placed on the 
Town Clock, instructing for any such items displayed to be removed and desist from 
using the Town Clock / fencing for this practice; also, informing such establishments 
that Members would be arranging for removal of any such  material in the future, 
which would be destroyed accordingly. 

 

 Get well wishes – get well wishes were extended for a speedy recovery to Councillor 
Roger Thomas who had been admitted to hospital for an operation. 
 

 Bedwellty House and Park – a Member reiterated concerns that damaged fencing to 
the top of the Park needed repairing, as this was allowing easy access that was 
resulting in anti-social behaviour; two unsavoury individuals had also been sighted in 
the Park, which was a cause for concern. 
 

– another Member said that she had been in conversation with the House Manager 
and had been informed of vandalism to the kitchen garden over the weekend, i.e. 
glass smashed, daffodils / plants torn from the ground. 

 

 Southend Allotments – Members would pursue this issue following the local 
elections, as there was need to further discuss requirements in respect of allotments. 

 

 The Mighty Quiz – Sirhowy Ward Members had arranged a charity event to be held 
at The Belle Vue Inn on Thursday, 27th April, 2017 at 8.00 p.m.; all were welcome to 
attend.  Proceeds of the event would be donated to Alzheimer’s Research UK. 

 

 Poems & Pints Night – an invitation was extended for Members to attend the Poems 
& Pints Night on Saturday, 29th April, 2017, commencing at 6.00 p.m. 

 
 
There being no other business the Meeting closed at 8.01 p.m. 
 
 

___________________________ Chair 


