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TREDEGAR TOWN COUNCIL 
 

 
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held in the Council Chamber, Bedwellty 

House on Wednesday 15th February, 2017 at 5.30 p.m. (late start) 

 
 

Present:  Councillors J. Thomas (CHAIR) 
T. Smith 
A.E. Tippings 
M. Cross 
D.W.A. Howells 
P. Prosser 
D. Rowberry 
H. Trollope 
S. Trollope  
M. Turner 
B. Willis 

 
In attendance: Town Clerk – Mrs. C. Price 

RFO – Ms. A. Jones 
 
By invitation: Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner - 

Police and Crime Commissioner, Jeff Cuthbert 
Head of Performance, Planning and Partnerships, Neil Taylor 
Heddlu Gwent Police, Inspector Sarah Greening 

 
284)  Apologies.  Councillors O. Price, G. Bowen-Knight, J.C. Morgan, R. Thomas  
     and R. Watkins 

 
285)  Declarations of Interest. 
 
The Chair reminded Members to make their declarations as and when necessary. 

 
286)  Police and Crime Commissioner:  to receive a presentation  
 
The Chair welcomed representatives of the office of the Police and Crime Commissioner 
and Gwent Police who had been invited to attend to make a presentation. 
 
Following introductions of representatives in attendance, a presentation was made outlining 
the following information: 
 Role of the Police and Crime Commissioner 

To set strategic direction and objectives of the Force 
Appoint / discharge Chief Constables 
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Determine local policing priorities, publish the Plan, set local precept and annual force 
budget – 70% of this budget was provided by Central Government, as policing was 
not a devolved service, and the remaining 30% raised from the precept.  This had 
risen by 3.99% for the current year, equating to £9.00 per year/£0.18p per week 
Publish an Annual Report setting out progress made by the PCC against objectives 
set out in the Plan 
** (The Chief Constable retained responsibility for operational 
     policing matters) 

 Key Considerations and direction of travel 
Improve further partnership working – the Future Generations and Well Being Act 
required that all public services share resources through collaborative-working, e.g. 
links between mental health and crime; ABUHB provided a mental health professional 
in the Force Control Room providing advice regarding mental health issues 
Build and maintain cohesion and communicate with all communities within Gwent 
Examine Police visibility and accessibility with the Chief Constable – recruiting new 
officers, provision of an additional 120 officers for the Gwent area 
Get the balance right between provision and reassurance, including well-located 
police stations 
Build a strong and positive relationship with the Welsh Government and partners in 
the community 

 Proposed Police and Crime Priorities, i.e.  
Crime prevention, support victims, community cohesion, dealing with ASB and 
effective service delivery – 50% of crime now related to cybercrime and work was 
ongoing in respect of prevention through education rather than enforcement 

 
A Member thanked the Police and Crime Commissioner, highlighting that he had always 
supported the Police since taking up his role as Councillor, as had Tredegar Town Council.  
However, he could not state that he was happy with current policing or that residents were 
receiving value for money in the Tredegar area.  Collaboration was a two-way process and 
feedback was not being received on writing to the Inspector; for example, a response being 
received one week later that someone would contact the Member.  This contact was 
received three weeks later. 
 
Members thereupon raised serious concerns in respect of the following issues: 
 Limited presence of Police and Community Safety Officers 
 Response time of the 101 service in reporting a crime, with a wait time of approximately 

ten/fifteen minutes before receiving a response – Members had therefore instructed 
constituents to telephone 999 on such occasions 

 Policing in Tredegar was not defendable with Dispersal Orders being unenforceable 
without sufficient resources to monitor effectively.  Recently, approximately sixty youths 
had exhibited anti-social behaviour in the vicinity of the Town Clock, whereupon a 
police car had passed and driven on with no action subsequently being taken 

 Members considered that it was becoming increasingly difficult to support the Police, as 
the public expected to be acknowledged and a response received within a reasonable 
time, and that resources could be better used than at present 

 
The Police and Crime Commissioner said that Members had taken the correct procedure in 
contacting the Inspector direct with concerns and agreed with the basic premise; however, 
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all partners had to work together, particularly during times when resources were extremely 
stretched.  The PCC confirmed that he had liaised with both the Chief Constable and the 
Inspector in respect of how best to respond when dealing with concerns raised.  In respect 
of 101 calls received, the actual average response time was two minutes with an average 
999 response time of seven seconds; however, he agreed that members of the public 
would need to judge the level of emergency when deciding the appropriate number to 
contact.  Also, with improving software and training of staff, it was hoped to further reduce 
these response times. 
 
The Inspector thereupon outlined the timeline of her response to Members and action 
taken; a Member said that a response two weeks later was unacceptable and he was 
aware of another Member who had experienced the exact same situation.  The Inspector 
said that, on receiving an update and reviewing the situation, a Dispersal Order had been 
issued, with notification via social media; CCTV coverage had been reviewed, however 
identification had proven difficult; Police patrolling and updates provided through Twitter / 
local live feed to reassure the public; PCSOs working with partners, such as Tai Calon 
Community Housing.  Members expressed concern that not all residents would use social 
media, particularly the elderly. 
 
In response to a question as to why Officers had driven past on witnessing the ASB, the 
Inspector said she was unaware of this issue, having only been informed of ASB relating to 
damage to a bus stop by this substantial group of youths. 
 
A brief discussion thereupon ensued regarding Members’ concerns regarding recent ASB 
reported to the Police, and lack of appropriate response perceived by the public, which was 
impacting upon the retail trade in the town centre.  Also, the perception of the public when 
PCSOs were seen shopping within the town during lunch breaks, in uniform, which would 
not offer a positive impression; the Inspector would undertake to pursue this concern. 
 
Members expressed concern that Officers had maintained that contact had been attempted 
with Town Councillors to no avail, as Members would be contacted by email or text, in 
addition to leaving an answering machine message. 
 
Further discussion ensued regarding illegal parking, particularly in town centres, which had 
been a long-standing issue of serious concern to Members.  The Inspector explained that 
difficulties were encountered in enforcing this matter due to the lack of road-markings and 
suggested that Town Council could lobby the Local Authority to assist in this matter.  A 
Member informed the Inspector that appropriate signage was displayed to inform the public 
of parking restrictions and therefore the Police could enforce this, without the need of road-
markings, in accordance with appropriate bye-laws. 
 
Councillor M. Turner joined the meeting at this juncture (6.46 p.m.) 
 
The Police and Crime Commissioner welcomed the discussion, in order to determine how 
best to go forward, to ensure the best outcome for the public through collaborative-working 
and sharing of information.  He said that the Head of Performance, Planning and 
Partnerships had recorded all concerns raised, which he would pursue accordingly, with a 
view to identifying where improvements could be made.  The PCC acknowledged that 
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regular good communication was of utmost importance between the Police and Town 
Council and the Inspector would be happy to continue to provide a Police presence at 
Town Council meetings; he therefore suggested this offer be reconsidered. 
 
The Leader thereupon thanked the Police and Crime Commissioner, Head of Performance, 
Planning and Partnerships, and Inspector Greening, for attending and welcomed continued 
partnership-working in the future for the betterment of the community and hoped that 
communication would improve. 
 
The Head of Performance, Planning and Partnerships extended an invitation to Members to 
visit the Force HQ to see the operation of the 101 service, as should this prove helpful, the 
Officer would be happy to facilitate.  The guests thereupon left the meeting at this juncture. 
 
A brief discussion ensued regarding re-establishing an invite to the Police for a presence at 
the meetings of the Town Council.  A Member did not consider this would be beneficial and 
asked that it be recorded that such a presence was not improving relationships between 
the Police and Town Council.  It was therefore agreed that the Police be invited to attend 
on a quarterly basis to respond to issues raised. 
 
 
287)  To receive the verbal recommendations of the Policy Sub-Committee held 
immediately prior to this meeting 
 
The following recommendations were submitted for consideration and, subsequent to 
agreed amendments of the Policy Sub-Committee, were approved accordingly. 
 

 To approve the revised Code of Conduct in accordance with relevant legislation 
contained in Part III of the Local Government Act 2000; 

 To approve the annual review of the: 
- Risk Management Policy 
- Financial Regulations 
- Policy for Grants; 

 To defer the Internal Financial Controls subject to further consideration; 
 To adopt the Mayor’s Appeal Policy. 

 
 
287)  Grants: 
 

a)  To consider and approve grants to Sporting and Cultural organisations 
Tredegar Horse Show – Recommendation of £200.00: Approved. 
In response to a question raised, the RFO confirmed the Town Council had approved a 
grant of £200.00 the previous year, in addition to sponsoring a prize within a Class. 

 
b)  Churches & Chapels (s.137):  to consider and approve grants to Churches and 
Chapels 

Bethania Chapel – Recommendation of £225.00; Approved. 
 
Approval was agreed for payment as part of this month’s Schedule of Payments. 
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288)  Accounts: to consider a Schedule of Accounts for payment in February 2017 
 
The RFO spoke to the report, drawing attention to the two additional payments included within 
the schedule approved and undertaken in January 2017, and explained that the bank 
reconciliations were available for Members to view. 
 

 Attic Web Design – the RFO had liaised with the provider in respect of the Town 
Council website, which had been updated accordingly and a draft website 
(2016.tredegartowncouncil.co.uk) was in operation for Members to visit and provide 
feedback: the RFO briefly outlined the information that had been transferred. 
 

 Elite Cleaning – the description in future Schedule of Accounts to be updated to 
‘General Duties’, rather than the previous ‘cleaning – Toilets’. 

 
The RFO explained that the payment was for ratification of Council, following the transfer of 
funds in the presence of the Leader and Town Clerk, which was accepted accordingly. 
 
There being no further queries regarding the Schedule of Accounts, all presented items were 
approved for payment. 

 
 
289)  To receive and adopt the following Minutes of Council: 
 
a) Policy Sub-Committee - 18th January, 2017 
b) Ordinary Meeting of Council - 18th January, 2017 
c) Civic Meeting of Council - 1st February, 2017 
 
It was agreed that all Minutes presented be moved en bloc as a true record, with any 
matters arising to follow. 
 
 
290)  Matters arising from the Minutes 
 
Ordinary Meeting of Council - 18th January, 2017 
 It was noted that anti-social behaviour of off-road vehicles had been experienced in 

various locations, not only Sirhowy Woodlands. 
Civic Meeting of Council - 1st February, 2017 
 Tredegar Arms – Councillors H. Trollope and B. Willis had visited to ascertain 

responsibility and an agreement reached that the work would be undertaken by the 
qualified electrician of Abletouch Joinery.  Members confirmed that payment had been 
offered for this work but Abletouch had stated that no costs would be levied. 

 A4048 Tredegar to Blackwood – it was noted that another section of fencing had been 
removed, also a lamppost.  A Member considered the bypass to Blackwood required a 
better link. 

 Deep Cleansing – Town Council offered their thanks to Blaenau Gwent County Borough 
Council for this work, which was greatly appreciated; only a small number of complaints 
had been received, i.e. regarding 7.00 a.m. start, wash-off into road not cleaned and a 
number of premises had water ingress through the shop fronts.  A Member said that the 
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company undertaking the work had been contacted regarding the water ingress and had 
extended apologies, offering to clean up any mess caused as a result of the cleansing.  
He added that the number of compliments received far outweighed the complaints, of 
which there had been only four. 
 
A Member commended Councillor Haydn Trollope for the hard work undertaken in the 
town centre, undertaking the process in the best possible manner to alleviate 
inconvenience to the public. 

 
 
291)  Chair to sign Minutes 
 
Minutes approved were duly signed by the Mayor in the presence of Council. 
 
 
292)  Correspondence 
 
1) BGCBC a) P. Amos Re: Consultation with Town/Community 

Councils: 
i) Points raised for the agenda are operational matters 
not included in the Charter so have forwarded to the 
relevant service managers. 
ii) Responses from the service managers – forwarded 
to Cllrs TS/JT/DH/GM 
 

- Query:  
 
Deployment of cameras in strategic locations - PCC 
response stated that Gwent Police have mobile 
facilities available to use appropriately and body worn 
cameras - if this was the case, these resources should 
be used 
If CCTV camera footage was unsuitable to identify 
illegal off-road motorists, how would a drone be any 
more effective, as the BG Officer stated users wore 
helmets and had no registration plates 
 

  Members used an example of off-road vehicles 
reported utilising a car wash in the vicinity of 
Tafarnaubach, where private CCTV coverage had 
been sought but refused to Town Members, and not 
pursued by the Police 
 

 b) Dates and highlighted map of Tredegar Town Centre 
Deep Clean programme: 05.02.2017 and 19.02.2017 
both dates between 7.30 a.m. and 5.00 p.m.; 
26.02.2017 between 7.30 a.m. and 5.00 p.m. but at 
specific points. 
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- Noted. 
 

 c) P. Symes Re: Consultation on the Blaenau Gwent 
Public Service Board Draft Well-being Assessment – 
Formal consultation closes 28.02.2017 
http://www.blaenaugwentpsb.org.uk/well-being-
assessment.aspx 
 

- Noted. 
 

 d) S. Scannell Re: Blaenau Gwent Street Atlas and 
Guide – guide will not contain contact information for 
Town and Community Councils. 
 

- Members requested the Clerk liaise to ascertain 
if a further discount could be applied. 

 

 e) F. Olding Re: draft List of Buildings of local interest – 
document is confidential and any feedback will be 
treated as confidential. Offer of either himself or Lynda 
Healy to attend a meeting to discuss the list. 
 

- Forward to Councillors J. Thomas / T. Smith / 
A.E.Tippings / J. Morgan 

 

 f) S. Cargill Re: Reminder of Play Sufficiency Seminar 
Play Wales Monday, 27th February, 2017 at 6.00 p.m. 
Ebbw Vale Learning Action Centre – BGCBC in 
partnership with Play Wales have organised this 
seminar to explore how the Local Authority and 
Town/Community Councils can work together to make 
Blaenau Gwent a more play friendly county - asking 
for update on level of interest of attending. 
 

- Noted. 
 

Councillors D. Rowberry and B Willis declared an interest in the 
following items and took no part in the discussions or voting thereon. 
 g) i)  List of Licensing Applications week ending  

    03.02.2017. 
ii) List of Licensing Applications week ending  
   10.02.2017. 
 

- Noted. 
 

2) One Voice  
    Wales 
 

a) Notice of Membership renewal 2017/18 due April 2017 
– to be approved. 
 

http://www.blaenaugwentpsb.org.uk/well-being-assessment.aspx
http://www.blaenaugwentpsb.org.uk/well-being-assessment.aspx
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- Council approved to renew the membership to 
One Voice Wales from April 2017. 

 

 b) Launch of consultation on the White Paper Reforming 
Local Government – Resilient and Renewed. Closing 
date for responses 11.04.2017, consultation document 
available at  
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/reforming
-local-government-resilient-and-renewed  
 

- Noted; to be sent electronically to Members via 
email. 

 

 c) Financial Management and Governance in Community 
Councils – free webinar on Monday, 27th February, 
2017 at 6.30 p.m. available to Officers and Councillors 
– RFO already registered 
 

- Noted,  forward  to  Councillors  J.  Thomas  and 
A.E. Tippings.  A Member proposed that the 
RFO be awarded time in lieu for the time taken; 
however, it was noted that this was in the form 
of a webinar. 

 

 d) Ombudsman’s Casebook Issue 27 available. 
 

- Noted. 
 

 e) Police and Crime Commissioners responses to 
matters raised at last Gwent Valleys Area Committee 
meeting. 
 

- Noted. 
 

 

 
f) Next meeting of the First World War Centenary 

Programme Board and commemorative plans for 2018 
on 5th May at the Welsh Government Office, Cathays 
Park, Cardiff.  A brief paper on your organisation’s 
commemorative plans is to be submitted no later than 
31.03.2017.  
 

- Noted.  Town Council had commemorated both 
the 50th and 65th anniversary of the First World 
War, with many plaques displayed throughout 
the Tredegar area, and would look to further 
commemorate with a view to presenting at 
Armed Forces Day. 

 

https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/reforming-local-government-resilient-and-renewed
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/reforming-local-government-resilient-and-renewed
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 g) Welsh Tree Charter Survey open until 28.02.2017.  
 

- Noted. 
 

 h) i) Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical 
Monuments of Wales: Appointment of Commissioners 
(three posts), remunerated role, closing date for 
applications 18.04.2017. 
ii) Appointments of Chairs to NHS Wales Health 
Boards and Trusts – Aneurin Bevan / Cwm Taf / Public 
Health Wales.  All three positions are remunerated 
and closing dates are 09.03.2017. 
 

- Noted. 
 

3) Insp Greening 
 

a) Thanks for response, will pass to the PCC’s Office for 
information. 

 b) Response to letter, dated 31.01.2017, sent to the 
Police and Crime Commissioner. 
 

- Noted; discussed during PCC presentation. 
 

4) Armed Forces  
    Day 2017 
 

a) P. Connell: Re-enactment group will be available if 
Council wishes them to participate. 
 

- Noted, Events Sub-Committee to be convened. 
 

 b) N. French: confirming the Royal Welsh Band has been 
tasked to support the event in Bedwellty Park on     
11th June, 2017. 
 

- Noted; this support was welcomed. 
-  

5) Post Office  Nantybwch Post Office, 61 Ashvale – Proposed move 
to new premises and branch modernisation.  Moving 
to Premier Ashvale Stores, 69-71 Ashvale.  
 

- Noted; agreed that a letter from Council be sent, 
thanking the Postmistress for the work done 
over the years and a plaque provided (standard 
wording). 

 
6) Nantyglo &  
    Blaina Town  
    Council 
 

 Copy of letter sent to Police & Crime Commissioner 
regarding illegal off-roading vehicles in Nantyglo and 
Blaina.  
 

- Noted. 
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7) Tredegar  
     Twinning  
     Association 
 

a) Letter of thanks for grant; date of possible grant 
presentation; query about who will be attending 
Orvault visit.  
 

- Noted.  Apologies of Mayor unable to attend; 
Councillor A.E. Tippings (plus guest) and 
Councillor T. Smith attending visit. 

 
 b) 2017 meeting dates and nomination form.  

 
- Noted; Town Council supported the                 

re-nomination of the present Executive 
representatives – Clerk to respond. 

 
8) GAVO a) Public Summary: Blaenau Gwent We Want 

Engagement Programme 2016. 
 

- Noted. 
 

 b) Creative Toolkit Officer, remunerated role, closing date 
24.02.2017.  
 

- Noted; forward to Councillor J. Thomas. 
 

 c) Funding information February 2017.  
 

- Noted. 
 

 d) Food banks at Blaenau Gwent – Torfaen and Blaenau 
Gwent Mind are highlighting the fact that the foodbank 
supplies in the Blaenau Gwent have drastically 
depleted since Christmas and have compiled a list of 
items being sought with an offer to take items left at 
the specified collection point in Pontypool up to the 
Phoenix Project in Brynmawr.  
 

- Noted. 
 

9) Blaenau  
    Gwent Forum 

a) R. Trimm: Deals Going Down from meeting 
03.02.2017 – forwarded to Cllr Tippings & Price  

 b) A. Taylor 
i) Link to new resource for sports clubs/groups 
http://sported.org.uk/tag/big-lottery-fund 
ii) “Thank you Wales” news article from the Chair of 
the Wales Lottery Forum. 
 

- Noted. 
 

10) Brecon       a) New partner Aramark Ltd has been selected to run the 
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      Beacons  
      Tourism 
 

café and tea rooms at the National Park Visitor Centre 
from 01.04.2017.  
 

- Noted; the Board had visited, ascertained the 
position and made a decision accordingly – 
Members commended this forward thinking. 

 

 b) List of training courses.  
 

- Noted. 
 

Councillor B Willis declared an interest in the following item and took no 
part in the discussions or voting thereon. 
11) Brecon  
      Beacons  
      National Park  
      Authority 
 

 i)  Weekly list of Planning Applications, 
    Date: 27.01.2017. 
ii) Weekly list of Planning Applications, 
    Date: 03.02.2017. 
 

- Noted. 
 

12) EBO  Customer satisfaction survey. 
 

- Noted; passed to Councillor M. Turner for 
completion, and request that EBO inform 
Council what alternative materials could have 
been used. 

 

13) PUBLICATIONS 
BGCBC Roadworks report week ending 10.02.2017 and 17.02.2017. 
Available for Members – received. 
 
14) AGENDA 
Special Meeting of Council Tuesday, 28th March, 2017 at 10.00 a.m. Council 
Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Special Executive Committee Tuesday, 
28th March, 2017 at 9.00 a.m. Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; 
Joint Education, Active Living and Learning and Social Services Scrutiny 
Committee (Safeguarding) Wednesday, 15th February, 2017 at 10.30 a.m. 
Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Executive Thursday,                
16th February, 2017 at 11.00 a.m. Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; 
Public Services Board Scrutiny Committee Monday, 13th February, 2017 at 
10.00 a.m. Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Education, Active 
Living and Learning Scrutiny Committee Monday, 13th February, 2017 at   
3.30 p.m. Tredegar Comprehensive School, Tredegar; Blaenau Gwent 
Heritage Forum meeting Friday, 18th February, 2017 at Tredegar Library; 
Corporate Overview Scrutiny Committee – February 2017 Cycle Monday,   
20th February, 2017 now REARRANGED to Monday, 27th February, 2017 at 
10.00 a.m. Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Special Education, 
Active Living and Learning Scrutiny Committee Friday, 17th February, 2017 at 
9.30 a.m. Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale. 
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Available for Members – received. 
 
 
293)  Planning: 
 

a) To consider an Officer’s Report (if received) - None 
 
b) Verbal report of the Planning Committee, if any - None 
 
c) To consider Planning Applications submitted for Council’s observations. 

 
App. No. Applicant Proposal 

 
C/2017/0033   
 
 
 
- No objections 

Mr. J. Richard 
Swn-y-Coed 
1 St. James Close 
Tredegar 

One four-bedroom residential 
dwelling (outline), and formerly 
garden space of 2 Sycamore 
Avenue 

 
Councillor M. Cross declared an interest in the following item and 
took no part in discussion or voting thereon. 
 
C/2017/0039   
 
 
 
 
- No objections 

Mr. G. Shore 
2 Beechwood Road 
Llangattock 
Crickhowell 

Four-bedroom house with integral 
garage and conservatory, building 
plot adjoining Meadow View, 
Rhoslan and to rear of 123 Beaufort 
Road 

 
d) To consider other planning matters - None 
 
 
294)  Matters of Local Interest or Concern (by prior notice) 
 

 Aneurin Bevan Day Meeting – 27th February, 2017 – Clerk to forward invite to 
meeting to all Members. 

 
 
There being no other business the Meeting closed at 7.53 p.m. 
 
 
 

___________________________ Chair 
 


