
 TREDEGAR TOWN COUNCIL 
 

 
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held in the Council Chamber, Bedwellty 

House on Wednesday, 19th October, 2016 at 6.30 p.m. 
 
 

Present:  Councillors T. Smith (CHAIR) 
A.E. Tippings 
M. Cross 
D.W.A. Howells 
H. Trollope 
S. Trollope 
M. Turner 
B. Willis 

 
In attendance: Town Clerk – Mrs. C. Price 

RFO – Ms. A. Jones 
 
By invitation: Change Step Representatives 

Project Manager (South Wales), Steve Stokoe Peer Mentor, 
Damon Rees and wife 

 
 
156) Apologies.  Councillors J.  Thomas, O.  Price, G.  Bowen-Knight, G. Meredith,  
      P. Prosser,  D. Rowberry, R.W. Thomas  and 
      R. Watkins 
 
In the absence of the Mayor and the Deputy Mayor, the Leader was nominated as Chair to 
undertake proceedings for the meeting. 
 

 Condolences – Town Council was informed of the passing of the former Assistant 
Town Clerk, Dilys Newton; Members said that Dilys had been a lovely lady, and a 
diligent member of staff, who would be sadly missed. 

 
A Minute silence was undertaken as a mark of respect – both to Dilys Newton and in 
recognition of the anniversary of the Aberfan disaster. 
 
 
157) Declarations of Interest. 
 
The Chair reminded Members to make their declarations as and when necessary. 
 
 
158) Armed Forces Day: Change Step representative in attendance to receive a 
donation resulting from monies raised at the event. 
 
The Chair extended a welcome to the representatives of Change Step, who were the 
recipients of monies raised at the Town Council’s Armed Forces Day.  The Leader invited 
representatives to receive the cheque, which was presented by the Mayor’s Consort. 
 



The Project Manager for South Wales, Mr. Steven Stokoe thanked the Town Council for 
this generous donation, commending Damon who had undertaken all the hard work on 
behalf of Change Step, and offered thanks to everyone involved on the day and the people 
of Tredegar.  He said this would make a huge difference and wished to thank the Town 
Council on behalf of the veterans that mentors supported and would be of great help in 
continuing to provide activities. 
 
Members commended Change Step for the work they carried out with veterans; a Member 
considered such links to activities and support were of the utmost importance and it was a 
pleasure for Town Council to raise funds and would continue to support Change Step as 
much as possible.  Another Member concurred with his Colleague and highlighted that 
Town Council, when reaching the decision to support the Armed Forces Day, emphasised 
this should be a celebration of our armed forces personnel. 
 
The Change Step representatives were thereupon invited to participate in the 
remembrance walk to the Cairn memorial on Saturday, 12th November, 2016, which 
Damon accepted and would bring along a number of voluntary military personnel. 
 
 
159) To receive the verbal recommendations of the Performance Review meeting 
held immediately prior to this meeting. 
 
The following recommendations, arising from the Performance Review Sub-Committee, 
were reported to the Ordinary Meeting of Council for consideration: 
 

 LITE Site Visit - it was agreed that the recommendations contained within the report 
of the Leader of the Council be approved and that the amended costings, once 
ascertained, be referred to delegated Officers for approval, i.e. Mayor and Deputy, 
Leader and Deputy. 

 It was agreed that Tredegar Town Council apply for a temporary Street Trading 
Licensing, to cover participating traders at the Christmas Lights switch-on event, and 
that the Clerk and RFO be delegated authority to sign cheques if required, in the 
absence of Member signatories, for the Street Trading Consent and Road Closure 
Order fees. 

 
Churches and Chapels – Town Council agreed that an Item be presented to a future 
meeting in respect of budgetary issues to consider raising the grant amount from £225.00 
to £300.00. 
 
The recommendations of the Performance Review Sub-Committee were agreed and 
accepted unanimously by Council. 
 
 
160) Grants: Approval required for payment as part of this month’s Schedule of 
Payments. 
 

a) To consider and approve grants to Sporting and Cultural organisations.  
Blaenau Gwent Otters Swimming Club for the Disabled – recommendation of £200.00: 
Approved. 
Ladies Circle, Tredegar No. 1 Moose International – recommendation of £200.00: 
Approved. 
Tredegar Town AFC Seniors – recommendation of £200.00: Approved. 
 



b) Churches & Chapels (s.137): to consider and approve grants to  
Churches and Chapels. 

Castle Street Church – recommendation of £225.00: Approved. 
Church of the Immaculate Conception – recommendation of £225.00: Approved. 
 
 
161) Accounts: to consider a Schedule of Accounts for payment up to September 
2016. 
 
The RFO spoke to the report, highlighting these payments would be made October 2016.  
Members noted that the public toilets provision in the town centre was proving good value 
for money. 
 
There being no further queries regarding the Schedule of Accounts, all presented items 
were approved for payment. 
 
 
162) To receive and adopt the following Minutes of Council: 

 
a) Civic Meeting of Council – 7th September, 2016; 
b) Events Sub-Committee – 15th September, 2016; 
c) Events Sub-Committee – 21st September, 2016; 
d) Ordinary Meeting of Council – 5th October, 2016. 

 
It was agreed that all Minutes presented be moved en bloc as a true record, with any 
matters arising to follow. 
 
 
163) Matters arising from the Minutes. 
 
Civic Meeting of Council – 7th September, 2016 –  
Town Centre walkway – the gates to the walkway were now being locked each evening by 
the Mayor/Consort; 
Loading/Unloading – police had taken action in respect of loading/unloading of goods in 
Commercial Street, Members welcomed that action;  
Bryn Bach Primary School – Members had met with the Headteacher, Blaenau Gwent 
CBC and the Police, the coned area had been extended to include the bus bays 
General Hospital and Park Row – the boundary fence was still not secure, it was agreed 
that the ABUHB be asked to secure the building, as this was attracting anti-behaviour in 
this area, and a copy sent to Aneurin Leisure Trust and the Retained Leisure Officer 
BGCBC; 
Off-road Vehicles – issues had been experienced on Sunday afternoon with the use of off-
road vehicles in the vicinity of the new bypass; these individuals were then having their 
vehicles cleaned at the Texaco garage.  A Member had requested sight of the CCTV 
footage but had been refused and told he was not a member of the Police.  It was agreed 
that an email be forwarded to the Police outlining the details of this issue; 
Bedwellty House and Park – following a lengthy discussion, it was agreed that the Leader 
liaise with the House Manager in respect of the Mayor’s Parlour and Council Chamber. 
 
Events Sub-Committee – 15th September, 2016 – 
It was agreed that the proposal for the provision of a scrolling digital noticeboard be 
agendaed for consideration at a future meeting of the Events Sub-Committee; 
Deputy Leader to liaise with the Roundtable in respect of providing a sleigh for the 



Christmas Lights switch-on event. 
 
Ordinary Meeting of Council – 21st September, 2016 –  
A Member expressed concern that Dispersal Orders could prove ineffective, as there were 
insufficient police resources to enforce these; 
2018 Review of Parliamentary Constituencies in Wales: Initial Proposals – a Member 
asked that a copy of the Town Council response be forwarded to the local M.P., for 
information. 
 
Civic Meeting of Council – 5th October, 2016 –  
Town Centre walkway – it was agreed that the access times for the walkway be placed on 
the Town Council website to ensure public awareness; 
Illegal Fireworks – an arrest had been made in the Central & West Ward in respect of this 
offence; Members were reminded to contact the Police with any pertinent information; 
British Telecom Consultation – this information was available on the Town Council website, 
for the information of public and Members. 
Georgetown Primary School – Councillor J. Morgan liaising with School in respect of 
concerns.  In respect of the presentation of defibrillators to all Schools throughout 
Tredegar, a Member suggested this provision could be further rolled out in the future. 
Twinning Meetings – Clerk to liaise with the House Manager. 
 
 
164) Chair to sign Minutes. 
 
Minutes approved were duly signed by the Chair in the presence of Council. 
 
 
165) To consider: Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales ‘Draft Annual Report 
for 2017/18’ – representations/comments to be made no later than 28th November, 
2016. 
 
It was agreed that the RFO consider the document to précis relevant information and 
present recommendations to Council for consideration accordingly. 
 
 
166) Correspondence. 
 
1) BGCBC a) M. Howland Re: Community garden, Beaufort 

Road, Tredegar – land owned by BGCBC, no 
rateable value, as no building on site, no regular 
maintenance regime in place. 
 
- A Member highlighted that, prior to any 

transfer; the area would have to be in a good 
state of repair.  It was agreed that the Clerk 
liaise with BGCBC to ascertain the possibility 
of transferring the freehold. 

-  
 

 
b) List of Licensing Applications week ending 

07.10.2016. 
 
- Noted. 

 



2) One Voice Wales 
 

a) Annual Report to Member Councils April 2015 to 
March 2016. 
 
- Noted. 

 
 b) National Infrastructure Commission for Wales – 

Welsh Government is holding a public 
consultation on how this Commission could be 
setup and run.  Consultation closing date is 
09.01.2017 
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/ 
national-infrastructure-commission-wales 
 
- Noted. 

 
 c) Cabinet Secretary proposes very positive 

developments for the Community and Town 
Council sector in Wales – feedback from the 
OVW National Conference held 1st October, 
2016. 
 
- Members noted the eight proposals included 

in the action plan for the local council sector in 
Wales.  The Deputy Leader highlighted 
proposal No. 4, in respect of clusters of 
smaller community councils, and emphasised 
the need for discussions to be undertaken by 
One Voice Wales in this respect. 
 
Another Member said that he had been in 
discussion with members of the public living in 
Ebbw Vale, who had expressed an interest in 
creating a Town Council, which he considered 
was very positive. 
 

  A Member highlighted that Tredegar was one 
of the highest paying Town Councils and 
recognised that Ebbw Vale was not in the 
position as other towns across the County 
Borough, due to the Local Authority being 
based in that area. 

 
 d) Update on Local Government Reform: Statement 

by Mark Drakeford, A.M. 
 
- Noted; forward to Leader/Deputy Leader. 

 
 e) Welsh Treasury News – bi-monthly newsletter 

giving updates leading up to the devolution of tax 
powers in April 2018. 
 
- Noted. 

 

https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/%20national-infrastructure-commission-wales
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/%20national-infrastructure-commission-wales


 f) Information from Sustrans Cymru for reading prior 
to their presentation at the Larger Councils 
Committee meeting 19.10.2016. 
 
- Noted. 

 
 g) November training schedule. 

 
- Noted. 

 
3) Members  
    correspondence 
 

a) Cllr Smith Re: Vandalism in Town – Business 
Forum raising their concerns regarding the levels 
of vandalism/anti-social behaviour/policing in the 
town and also the ownership of the planters. 
 
- A brief discussion ensued regarding the 

ownership of hanging baskets and planters 
throughout the town centre.  It was noted 
these were previously maintained by TEMS, 
but Members were unsure who owned these 
now, as Blaenau Gwent CBC had refused to 
water the plants in the past. 

 
 b) Cllr Watkins - Copy of email sent to Glanhowy 

Street Primary School resigning as School 
Governor. 
 
- Noted, school governor representation to be 

subject to further discussion. 
 

4) Local  
    Development  
    Plans (LDP):- 
 

a) Powys County Council LDP 2011-2016: Deposit 
Draft June 2015 – Notice of proposed Further 
Focussed Changes Public Consultation, six-week 
public consultation period Monday, 10th October, 
2016 to Monday, 21st November, 2016, 
http://www.powys.gov.uk/LDP (hardcopy received) 
 
- Noted. 

 
 b) Caerphilly County Borough Council - Notice of 

withdrawal for the replacement Caerphilly County 
Borough LDP up to 2031. 
 
- Noted. 

 
Councillor B Willis declared an interest in the following items and took 
no part in the discussions or voting thereon. 
 
5) Brecon Beacons  
    National Park  
 

a) Local Development Plan (Adopted December 
2013) – Consultation on Draft Supplementary 
Planning Guidance Notes, Allotments & 
Development and Affordable Housing Strategy. 
Consultation period is 06.10.2016 to 01.12.2016. 

http://www.powys.gov.uk/LDP


 
- Noted. 

 
 b) Proposed removal of BT public payphones, 

comments to be submitted by 31.10.2016. 
 
- Noted. 

 
 c) Audit & Scrutiny Committee Friday, 21st October, 

2016 at 10.00 a.m. Conference Room, Plas Y 
Ffynnon, Brecon – forwarded to Cllr Price 
 
- Noted. 

 

 d) i) Weekly List of Planning Applications Date:  
   30.09.2016 – forwarded to Cllr Price. 
ii) Weekly list of Planning Applications, Date:  
    7.10.16 – forwarded to Cllr Price. 
 

- Noted. 
 

6) R. Trimm a) Deals going down from Tredegar Forum meeting 
07.10.2016 – forwarded to Cllrs Tippings & Price. 
 

- Noted. 
 

 b) River restoration qualification available through 
Groundworks Wales. 
 

- Noted. 
 

 c) Countryside management accredited training 
available through Keep Wales Tidy. 
 

- Noted. 
 

7) GAVO a) NEST, making Wales cosy – would welcome the 
opportunity to meet to discuss how they can help 
households during the winter period. 
 

- Noted; a Member said this was a good 
concept in principle, however he had been 
made aware eligibility only related to certain 
benefits and the appropriate level of support 
was needed for residents.  It was agreed, 
therefore, that a presentation be agendaed for 
a future meeting of Council. 

 

 b) Alun Davies, A.M. is hosting a funding workshop 
in conjunction with the Big Lottery Fund on Friday, 
21st October, 2016 at The Met, Abertillery from 
10.00 a.m. – 12.00 noon.  The event will see a 
variety of funders from various sectors on hand to 
explain what money is available to your 



organisation.  All are welcome to attend.  Contact 
Laura Doel at Alun Davies A.M’s office on 01495 
311160, email: laura.doel@assembly.wales for 
more details. – added to website. 
 

- Noted; Members and staff were encouraged 
to attend. 

-  
 

 
c) Third Sector Scheme – Seeking representation to 

sit on the Third Sector Liaison Committee. 
 

- Noted. 
 

 d) Steps 2 Care Mentor vacancy covering Ebbw 
Vale and Caerphilly, remunerated position, 30 
hours per week. 
 

- Noted. 
 

8) Planning Aid 
Wales 

 Community Engagement Network Event 
Wednesday, 16th November, 2016 at The 
Chapter, Cardiff 12.30 p.m. to 4.30 p.m., cost 
£15.00 plus booking fee. 
 

- Noted. 
 

9) Greenfingers  Ground maintenance advice for Town and 
Community Council, offering a free consultation. 
 

- Noted; to be retained on file. 
 

10) PUBLICATIONS 
Communicorp Local Councils Update October 2016 Issue 200; Roadworks 
report week ending 14.10.2016; Empower Support for the Voluntary Sector 
Newsletter; OVW Community Energy Wales update October newsletter; Road 
works report week ending 21.10.2016; OVW Wales Audit Office Newsletter. 
Available for Members – received. 
 
11) AGENDA 
Social Services Scrutiny Committee Thursday, 13th October, 2016 at        
10.30 a.m. Executive Room, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Heritage Forum 
meeting Friday, 21st October, 2016 at 9.30 a.m. Tredegar Library; Executive 
Wednesday, 19th October, 2016 at 11.00 a.m. Council Chamber, Civic Centre, 
Ebbw Vale; Executive, Wednesday 19th October, 2016 – report for agenda 
item No. 9. 
Available for Members – received. 
 
Councillor B Willis declared an interest in the following item and took no part in the 
discussions or voting thereon. 
 
167) Planning: 
 

a) To consider an Officer’s Report (if received) - None received. 
  

mailto:laura.doel@assembly.wales


b) Verbal report of the Planning Committee, if any - None received. 
 
c) To consider Planning Applications submitted for Council’s  

observations. 
 

App No Applicant Proposal 
C/2016/0291 Mr. D. Bennett 

27 Victoria Terrace 
Tredegar 

First floor extension,  
27 Victoria Terrace. 

- No objections  
 

 

C/2016/0289 Mr. N. Payne  
STN Electrical 
Engineers Ltd. 
26 Brompton Place 
Tredegar 

Single storey extension,  
115 Vale Terrace. 

- No objections  
 

 

C/2016/0299 Mr. A. Smith  
Davies Homes Ltd. 
7 Gelliwastad Road 
Pontypridd 

Proposed re-plan of plots  
26, 27 and 51-57 at  
Walnut Close, Peacehaven. 

- No objections  
 

 

C/2016/0302 Mr. A. Smith  
Davies Homes Ltd. 
7 Gelliwastad Road 
Pontypridd 

Re-plan of plots 61-63 (all) 
and 65-67 (all) at Laurel 
Grove, Peacehaven. 
 

- No objections   
 
d) To consider other planning matters - None received. 

 
 
168) Matters of Local Interest or Concern (by prior notice). 
 
 Town Centre walkway – Councillor Mark Turner to co-ordinate weeding of the area on 

Saturday, 29th October, 2016 – Blaenau Gwent CBC would provide litter picker 
equipment and bags; Clerk to email. 
 

Discussions had been undertaken in respect of Town Council consideration to 
extending the contractual hours of the existing Elite employee currently maintaining the 
public toilets.  Advice had been sought from One Voice Wales as to the ramifications of 
Tredegar Town Council taking on an employee to maintain Council facilities and a 
number of issues had been raised, proposing that employing a contractor would 
transfer many of the risks involved. 
 
The Leader had therefore sought a quotation from Elite Cleaning Limited, the current 
contractors responsible for the cleaning of the public toilets.  The Chair of the Staffing 
and Financing Sub-Committee thereupon outlined the cost in respect of extending this 
contract to thirty hours per week, or thirty-six hours, to undertake cleaning and general 
maintenance, as outlined in a quotation provided. 
 

Members supported the need to extend the contract, as the Town Council continued to 
expand into other areas.  It was agreed, therefore, that a meeting of the Public 



Convenience Sub-Committee be convened to discuss the information outlined in the 
quotation. 

 

 Remembrance Sunday – the Cairn Memorial Walk would be held on Saturday, 12th 
November, 2016 – those interested in participating to meet at the Top House, Trefil at 
10.00 a.m.; the Service at Tafarnaubach on the same date was scheduled to 
commence at 12.00 noon and Members should co-ordinate to ensure attendance at 
both Services.  It was noted that cleaning to the Cenotaph had commenced but some 
old wreaths still remained – the House had confirmed that seating would be provided at 
this event. 

 

 St. James Church – it was agreed that a letter be sent to Father John Davis in respect 
of the closure of St. James Church; Deputy Leader to draft and forward to the office. 

 

 List of Buildings of Local Interest – at a recent meeting of the Joint Committee, 
Members had been informed that a list was to be compiled of Buildings of Local 
Interest as part of the Local Development Plan; however, no communication had been 
received by Tredegar Town Council for input into that activity in respect of consultation. 

 

 Presentation Evening – Mr. Dean Thwaite and Mr. Tommy Weed were nominated to be 
Award recipients for all their hard work undertaken at Ysguborwen, which was agreed 
accordingly. 

 

 The Future of Well-Being – Members emphasised the need to be involved in this 
programme, it was agreed that a presentation be requested for Tredegar Town 
Council. 

 

 Tredegar Live: Climate Change Adaptation Programme – a meeting was required. 
 

 Night Out Young Promoter Project – Deighton and Glanhowy Primary Schools 
remained outstanding; Clerk to liaise to ascertain if any dates remained available. 

 

 Members noted concerns raised in respect of a large increase of the rating band for 
properties in Commercial Street, Tredegar. 

 
 

There being no other business the Meeting closed at 8.25 p.m.  
 

 
___________________________ Chair 


