
TREDEGAR TOWN COUNCIL 
 

 
Minutes of the Civic Meeting of Council held in the Council Chamber, Bedwellty 

House on Wednesday 2nd November 2016 at 6.30 p.m. 
 
 

Present:   Councillors J. Thomas (CHAIR) 
T. Smith 
A.E. Tippings 
M. Cross 
D.W.A. Howells 
R.W. Thomas 
H. Trollope 
M. Turner 

 
In Attendance:  Mrs. C. Price – Town Clerk 

 
 
178) Apologies.  Councillors O. Price, G. Bowen-Knight, G. Meredith, D. Rowberry,  
     S. Trollope and B. Willis 
 
 
179) Declarations of Interest 
 
The Chair reminded Members to make their declarations as and when necessary. 
 
 
180) Grants: 
 
The Leader presented the following recommendations arising from the meeting of the 
Events Sub-Committee held immediately prior to Council, which were approved 
accordingly. 
 

 Cairn memorial walk – £60.00 to meet cost of transport 
 Full set of road closure signs 
 Christmas Light Switch-on: prizes and gifts 

 
Thanks received from Tredegar Decoupage Group and C.H.A.D. 
Completed end of grant forms from St James Mothers’ Union (plus photos from the event), 
Silurian Boxing Club, Blaenau Gwent Heritage Forum and the Oak FC. 
 
a) To receive and consider grants to Sporting and Cultural organisations 

 
2167 Tredegar Sqdn Air Cadets - request for financial assistance to purchase new 
computer software and adventure training equipment. 
Previous – 2015/16  Nov’15  CQ No. 285  £200.00. 
- Approved a Grant of £200.00 

 



Oak Football Club - request for financial assistance to be used for the purchase of 
equipment and general running costs of holding matches such as referee fees and pitch 
hire costs. 
Previous – 2015/16  May’15  CQ No. 193  £200.00. 
- Approved a Grant of £200.00 
 
Tredegar RFC Mini & Juniors Section - request for financial assistance to be used for the 
purchase of first aid supplies. 
Previous – 2009/10  Oct’09  CQ No. 697  £300.00 (2 x £150) 
- Approved a Grant of £200.00 
 
b) To receive and consider grants to Churches & Chapels (s.137) 
None received. 
 
A Member highlighted that the Police Commissioner had announced grants to communities 
– Tredegar had received £7,500.00; Members proposed Town Council write to extend 
thanks on behalf of the community (to be placed on website). 
 
 
181) Correspondence 
 
1) BGCBC a) i. Consultation with Town/Community Councils 

Thursday, 17th November, 2016 at 2.30 p.m. 
Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale. 
Items for inclusion on the agenda to be 
submitted by 12.00 noon Monday,                 
7th November, 2016. 

ii. Consultation with Town/Community Councils 
17th November, 2016 – Committee Room 2 
book for the pre-meeting at 2.00 p.m. 

 
- Noted, a brief discussion ensued in respect of 

Items to be submitted for consideration. 
 

  Town Clerk to attend the Safety Advisory 
Group, which was scheduled for the same 
date/time as this meeting, and Leader to 
attend Consultation with Town/Community 
Councils. 
 

 b) Formal Consultation to create a delivery model to 
improve provision and build capacity for children 
and young people with Social, Emotional, and/or 
Behavioural Difficulties – consultation period is 
from 31.10.2016 to 12.12.2016. 
 
- Noted. 

 
 c) M. Howland Re: Community Garden Beaufort 

Road – will investigate about releasing the 
freehold rather than leasing it.  Asking is there 
any reason why Town Council wants a freehold 
rather than licence/lease like the Deighton Fields. 



 
- Noted; the Local Authority were reviewing all 

leasing arrangements, Town Councils were 
unable to access funding in respect of asset 
transfers. It was highlighted that, should the 
Town Council be allowed to take on the 
freehold, this land would then become an 
asset of Tredegar Town Council; also, there 
were no chargeable rates attached to the 
land. 
 
In respect of Deighton playing fields, a 
meeting would be convened with anticipated 
users to consider issues of protocol and use.  
The Town Council would not be proceeding 
with establishing with an ‘arms-length 
company’ at present but would continue to 
work with groups and organisations, and with 
the Local Authority in respect of the SLA 
agreement. 
 
The Deputy Leader would draft a business 
plan for Town Council consideration, as some 
form of policy was needed to avoid overuse 
by any one user group. 

 
 d) BGCBC will collect pumpkins after Halloween 

from residents.  This collection will be undertaken 
on their NORMAL RECYCLING COLLECTION 
DAY, commencing from Tuesday, 1st November, 
to Monday, 7th November, 2016.  The pumpkins 
should be placed next to the GREEN FOOD 
CADDY for collection. – added to website 
 

- Noted. 
 

 e) i. List of Licensing Applications week ending 
21.10.2016. 

ii. List of Licensing Applications week ending 
28.10.2016. 

 

- Noted. 
 

2) One Voice Wales 
 

a) Dates of Larger Local Councils Committee 
Meetings for 2017. 
 

- Noted. 
 

 b) Information on the consultancy services they now 
provide. 
 

- Noted. 
 



 c) Ageing Well walking survey for neighbourhoods. 
 

- Noted. 
 

 d) 
 

South Wales Fire & Rescue Service: How did we 
do in 2015-2016 and what do we plan to do in 
2017-2018. 
 

- Noted.  A request was made for a 
presentation to Town Council, particularly 
highlighting issues of access for emergency 
services. 

 
 e) Review of the National Standards for the 

Community Health Councils, details and response 
form available at  
http://wales.nhs.uk/sitesplus/904/page/88383 
 

- Noted. 
 

 
 

f) Latest news from One Voice Wales. 
 
- Noted. 

 
 g) Appointments: 

i. Vacancy – Electoral Commissioner Wales, 
remunerated role, closing date 11.11.2016. 
Information available from http://www. 
electoralcommission.org.uk/jobs/recache>  

ii. Public Policy Institute for Wales – Research 
Officers, remunerated role, 35hrs per week, 
closing date 03.11.2016. 

iii. Appointment of Vice Chair and Independent 
Members to NHS Wales, all remunerated 
roles, closing date 16.11.2016. 

 
- Noted. 

 
 h) The Ombudsman’s Casebook Issue 26 is 

available at http://www.ombudsmanwales.org.uk 
/~/media/Files/OmbudsmanCasebook_en/The%2
0Ombudsmans%20Casebook%20%20Issue%20
26%20Oct%202016%20English.ashx 
 
- Noted. 

 
 i) Invite to the Swansea Community Energy and 

Enterprise Scheme Community Share Offer 
Launch Monday, 7th November, 2016 at 6.30 p.m. 
Swansea Business School – forwarded to Cllrs 
Tippings and Price 
 
- Noted. 

http://wales.nhs.uk/sitesplus/904/page/88383


 
3) Welsh  
    Government 
 

 A465 Trunk Road (Ebbw Vale West junction, 
Blaenau Gwent to Hardwick roundabout, 
Monmouthshire) (Temporary Traffic Prohibitions 
and Restrictions) Order 2016. 
 
- Noted. 

 
4) LITE Limited a)  

 
b) 

Cost of real tree displays and proposal to split this 
additional cost over two of the contract years; 
Proposed payment terms for the three year 
contract. 
 
- Noted; the Leader and Deputy Leader had 

met to review the amended specification 
required in respect of the real tree displays. 
The additional costs and proposed payment 
terms were thereupon approved by Town 
Council. 
 
Members thanked the Leader and Deputy for 
taking on this issue; it was noted that the 
budget was forecast to be underspent at the 
end of the three-year contract period. 

 
5) Cllr Smith  Cleaning quote for additional hours and related 

information from One Voice Wales. 
 
- Noted; it was agreed that the contract be 

extended to thirty hours, for a thirteen-week 
probationary period, to undertake general 
maintenance requirements and that a 
schedule of works be drawn up accordingly. 
 
The following concerns were raised: ensuring 
that sufficient works were required to support 
the extended hours; and, the hope that the 
employee would be paid a Living Wage rather 
than the minimum. 
 
Councillors A.E. Tippings and M. Turner 
abstained from the voting process. 

 
6) Tredegar Twinning  
    Association: 
 

 i. L. Price: Copy of email sent to Liam, Aneurin 
Leisure Trust: Happy to move meetings to a 
Wednesday from January 2017 but noted 
that Town Council have raised concerns 
about attending due to clash with Council 
meetings.  

 
  ii. C. Hares, Aneurin Leisure Trust - Response 

to Town Council’s concerns regarding 
change of Twinning meeting nights; Should 



be alright to continue with the first Monday of 
every month as long as this would suit? 

 
- Noted; a suggestion was made that the 

Twinning Association could meet on the same 
night as Labour Group, i.e. third Monday of 
each month, if this was of help.  Clerk to liaise 
with House Manager to extend suitable dates. 
 
A Member said that it was pleasing to see the 
Twinning Association and Town Council 
representation at the recent trip to 
Westminster.  The Leader highlighted this had 
been organised by the Twinning Association, 
to which he and Councillor Cross had been 
invited; Councillor Trollope had also attended 
as the guest of Councillor Cross; however, it 
was noted that limited spaces had been 
available. 

 
7) Torfaen Pensions  2016 Pension Fund Actuarial Valuation Pension 

Fund Employer Meeting Tuesday, 13th December, 
2016 at 10.00 a.m. Council Chamber, Newport 
City Council. 
 
- Noted; it was agreed that this could prove 

beneficial for the RFO to attend. 
 

8) D. Rees  Change Step – Massive thank you to for the 
Armed Forces Day cheque and seeking details on 
the walk up the Cairn – added to website and 
confirmation of timings emailed to D. Rees. 
 
- Noted. 

 
9) M. Higgs  Email : Dates/venues for this year’s Quiz Wizards 

starting 9th November, 2016 – added to website 
and forwarded to all Members 

   
- Noted.  Members emphasised the need for 

Town Council to attend and support this 
event, as Quiz Wizards offered continuous 
support to the Mayor’s Appeal over many 
years and Mr. Higgs always praised the work 
of the Town Council. 

 
Councillor B Willis declared an interest in the following items and took 
no part in the discussions or voting thereon. 
 
10) Brecon Beacons  
      National Park  
      Authority 
 

a) Notice of suspension of current proposed removal 
of BT public payphones consultation. 
 
- Noted. 



 
 b) i. Weekly list of Planning Applications, date: 

14.10.2016. 
ii. Weekly list of Planning Applications, date: 

21.10.2016 – forwarded to Cllr Price. 
 
- Noted. 

 
11) R. Trimm a) Free Biological Recording Training Day            

16th November at Parc Bryn Bach, booking 
deadline 10.11.2016 by 12.00 noon. 
 
- Noted. 

 
 b) Raising awareness about Smart Meters and how 

gas/electricity suppliers will be changing them 
free of charge throughout Wales between now 
and 2020 – added to website 
 
- Noted; a request was made for a presentation 

to Town Council. 
 

12) Cllr Smith  Community Connectors are hosting a Christmas 
Day lunch for elderly members of the community 
who are socially isolated.  The event will be held 
at Rassau Community Centre and they are 
looking for people to volunteer to fundraise, 
donate a small gift or give a few hours on 
Christmas Eve/Day. 
 

 
 

 Request from Valleys Life After Stroke asking if 
Town Council would be interested in sponsoring 
this event by way of a donation or helping out 
 

- Noted; to be shared with all Town/ Community 
Councils, for information. 
 

It was agreed that Tredegar Town Council 
donate a gift in support of this worthy cause. 

 
13) PUBLICATIONS 
BGCBC Roadworks report week ending 28.10.2016 and 4.11.2016; 
Communicorp Clerks & Councils Direct November 2016 issue 108; Superfast 
Business Wales Event monthly Round up.  Available for Members – 
received. 
 
14) AGENDA 
Special Meeting of Council Thursday, 27th October, 2016 at 9.30 a.m. Council 
Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Extraordinary Meeting of Council 
Thursday, 27th October, 2016 at 11.00 a.m. Council Chamber, Civic Centre, 
Ebbw Vale; Joint Scrutiny Committee (Budget Monitoring) Monday,             
31st October, 2016 at 10.00 a.m. Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; 
General Licensing Committee Tuesday, 1st November, 2016 at 10.00 a.m. 



Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Ordinary Meeting of Council 
December Cycle, Wednesday, 7th December, 2016 has been CANCELLED, 
Special Meeting has been arranged for Thursday, 12th January, 2017 at     
9.00 a.m. Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale.  Available for 
Members – received  
 
 
182)Planning: 
 
a) To consider an Officer’s Report (if received) - None received. 
 

b) Verbal report of the Planning Committee, if any - None received. 
 

c) To consider Planning Applications submitted for Council’s observations 
 

App No Applicant Proposal 
 

C/2016/0320 Mr. P. Skinner 
Ron Skinner & Sons  
P&P Unit 6a 
Tafarnaubach 
Industrial Estate 
Tredegar 
 

Proposed demolition of 
factory unit, P&P Unit 6a, 
Tafarnaubach Industrial 
Estate. 

No objections – Members fully supported the application: this was a 
welcome expansion of this company, who had been loyal to the town 
and employed people locally for many years. 

 
d) To consider other planning matters - None received. 
 
Councillor M. Turner left the meeting at this juncture. 
 
 
183) Updates regarding Bedwellty House and Park - any issues to have been 
previously reported direct to the House Management personally 
 
The Leader had liaised with the House Manager in respect of storage in the Council 
Chamber/Mayor’s Parlour and made a recommendation that furniture would be stored on 
the upstairs landing; this had been agreed in the future. 
 
 
184)Delegates: to receive and consider reports from Delegates to Outside Bodies 
and the recommendations of Sub-Committees/Working Parties: 
 

a) Joint Committee of Local Councils - None received. 
b) Gwent Valleys One Voice Wales - None received. 
c) One Voice Wales Larger Councils and AGM - None received. 
d) Tredegar Twinning – the 2017 Orvault visit would take place over the Easter period; 

as mentioned, the Twinning visit to Parliament had been attended by Councillors T. 
Smith, M. Cross and H. Trollope, together with Twinning members, who had been 
most complimentary of Tredegar Town Council and their continuous support. 

e) School Governing Bodies – 
The Leader had resigned as LEA representative at Bryn Bach and now represented 
St. Joseph’s RC Primary School as the Town Council representative.  He apologised 



to the Chair of Governors and Governing Body that he needed to make this change, 
as Bryn Bach was a great school.  It was noted that a representative was now 
needed for Bryn Bach Primary School to be agendaed for discussion. 
The ASD Unit would soon be opening at Glanhowy Primary School; the Leader, who 
was Chair of Governors, would confirm the date and provide feedback.  The Deputy 
Leader said this was remarkable progress and welcomed provision of a Specialist 
Unit in Tredegar in allowing these children to fulfil their potential. 
There were no major issues at Bryn Bach Primary School; there had been 
substantial interest in respect of a Parent Governor vacancy, which was pleasing.  In 
respect of the Town Council vacancy, the Deputy Leader pointed out that Central 
and West was also within this catchment area. 
 

Councillor M. Turner returned to the meeting at this juncture. 
 

The Headteacher of Deighton Primary School had been invited by the Welsh 
Minister to be a key note speaker at an event in Cardiff in respect of progress made.  
Members agreed that the schools throughout Tredegar had made excellent progress 
and were working well with the governing bodies. 

f) Blaenau Gwent Heritage Forum - None received. 
g) Tredegar/Ebbw Vale Crime Prevention Panel - None received. 
h) Tredegar Business Forum - None received. 
i) VVP/Tredegar Heritage Initiative – there were a few continuous issues ongoing; 

work was imminent at Sirhowy; and, it was hoped that the flagship Chemist project 
would soon be on stream by the end of this year. 

 
 
185) Matters of Local Interest or Concern (by prior notice) 
 
 Write to Assembly Member in respect of concerns regarding the demise of 

Communities First, as need in Blaenau Gwent remained.  Town Council needed to be 
involved in any consultation at the earliest opportunity.  Members expressed dismay 
that no public inquiry had been undertaken in respect of the dissolution of 
Communities First. 

 Metro South Wales ‘connectivity of bus service’ – a Member highlighted that Tredegar 
was not included in this programme; she considered that it was important for the 
social well-being of the town that Tredegar be included and there was a need to meet 
with the A.M. to discuss such issues. 

 Welsh Government visits – it was suggested that the issue of the Miners’ Pension 
could be a topic in the future.  The Leader said that he, together with the Leader 
BGCBC and elected Members, had met with Mr. Ken Sullivan.  It was recognised 
there was a need to raise recognition on this issue in order to gain momentum. 

 Circuit of Wales – a brief discussion ensued regarding the recent BBC documentary 
on this development and the context of the programme. 

 
 
There being no other business the Meeting closed at 8.11 p.m. 
 
 
 

___________________________ Chair 
 


