
TREDEGAR TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held in the Council Chamber, Bedwellty House on 
Wednesday 20th March 2013 at 6.30pm.  

 
Present: Councillors  A. Cotton 

T. Smith 
    M. Cross 
    B. Willis 
    J. Morgan 
    D. Rowberry 
    P. Prosser 
    M. O’Sullivan 
    G. Bowen-Knight 
    R. Watkins 
    O. Price 
 
In Attendance:  Ms. C M. Keane – Town Clerk 
    Mrs. A. Jones - RFO 
 
 
306) Apologies:  Cllrs T. Gregory, A.Tippings, H. Trollope, S. Trollope, D. Howells,  
    R. Thomas and H. Woolf 
 
 
307) Declarations of Interest 
The Mayor reminded Members to make declarations of interest as and when necessary. 
 
 
308) Grants: To consider and approve grants to sporting and cultural organisations.  
The RFO reported that thanks had been received from British Red Cross, Tredegar Ladies Netball 
Club, Tredegar Junior Netball Club and Bedwellty Park Bowling Club. 
It was agreed by Members that a letter of congratulations be sent to the Netball Club. 
 
And that completed Financial Assistance Project Forms had been received from Ebenezer 
Independent Chapel, Ebenezer Mother & Toddler Group and 2167 Tredegar Squadron ATC. 
 
Cultural and Sporting Grants (under the provision of the Local Govt. Miscellaneous Provision  
Act 1976 s.19 and S.137 
Sirhowy Senior Citizens – A grant of £200 was approved. 
Transitions Counselling Service – A grant of £200 was approved. 
Tredegar Cricket Club – A grant of £200 was approved. 
Tredegar & Rhymney Golf Club – A grant of £200 was approved. 
Wales Air Ambulance – A grant of £200 was approved. 
 
Cllr. M. O’Sullivan declared an interest in the following item and took no part in the voting or 
discussions thereon. 
Tredegar & Rhymney Golf Club Veterans – A grant of £200 was approved. 
 



The RFO then submitted the following applications for Council to decide whether it would consider 
them at this Meeting due to the fact that it was the last Meeting of the Financial Year. It was agreed 
that the following grant applications be considered so that they would not lose out financially.  
 
Cllr P. Prosser declared an interest in the following item and took no part in the discussions or 
voting thereon. 
Trefil RFC – A grant of £200 was recommended and approved. 
 
Tredegar Twinning Association – A grant of £200 was recommended and approved. 
The Portage Service – A grant of £200 was recommended and approved subject to consultation with 
One Voice Wales regarding whether it would qualify under S137. 
 
Churches & Chapels (s.137) to consider and approve grants to Churches and Chapels. 
Horeb Chapel – A grant of £200 was approved. 
Sardis Chapel – A grant of £200 was approved. 
 
 
309)  Accounts: To Consider a Schedule of Accounts for payment in March 2013. 
The RFO pointed out that Bank Reconciliations were available for all Members to inspect. She then 
went on to detail a number of items for Members and pointed out that currently Council is within 
budget for the year. 
The Leader of Council recorded the thanks of Council to the RFO for the continued vigilance and 
clarity of the accounting process. 
The RFO then left the Meeting. 

 
 

310) To receive and adopt the following Minutes of Council: 
a) Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 20th February 2013. 
b) Minutes of the Events Sub-Committee of Council held on 28th February 2013. 
c) Minutes of the Civic Committee Meeting held on 6th March 2013  
The above were all approved as a true record. 
 
 
311) Matters arising from the Minutes:-   
a) Ordinary Meeting 20th February 2013    
1) Minute No. 284(b)(2) A3 use – it was noted that the Planning department had gone to public 
consultation and a redraft on the policy. 
2) Minute No. 284 (8) Access to Trefil Quarry – It was agreed that a joint meeting be organised. 
3) Minute No. 284 (13) Aber Valley Heritage – the information had been passed to Tredegar 
Heritage. 
4) Minute No 289 (1) recycling bags – Members were informed by the Clerk that the system was 
about to change again and that people would be receiving a year’s supply of bags in one go. It was 
noted however that only Blaenau Gwent and Monmouthshire supply the bags foc. 
b) Events Sub-Committee Meeting 28th February 2013 
Minute No 291 Book launch – Apologies were received from the Mayor 
c) Civic Committee 9th March 
Minute No. 300 (1) (d) Crocodile teeth – It was noted by Members that following a further letter 
from Council asking for the teeth to be removed – they now had been. It was agreed to write to the 
Highways Department with our thanks. 
Minute No. 300 (1)(e) – Cllr. Morgan had left the Meeting by this point. 
Minute No. 300 (3) It was agreed to amend to show that the Heritage Officer and Cllr Tippings, on 
behalf of Town Council, would carry out the annual inspection of the War Memorial. 



312) Correspondence. 
 
1) BGCBC (a) Cllr. McCarthy Re: Brynmawr Market Hall Cinema – Response to letter  
  sent offering support for the cinema to remain open. 
Received. 
 
 (b) Invitation to participate in the Bedwellty House & Park Community  
  Heritage Day 11th May 2013. The event is designed to showcase the work  
  being done by both volunteers and the public sector to explore their  
  heritage.  Stands are free but prior registration is required, it will be an  
  opportunity for Council to showcase their organisation and memorabilia. 
Received. It was agreed to take part. 
 
Cllr. M. Cross declared an interest in the following item and took no part in the discussion or voting 
thereon. 
 (c) (i) List of licencing applications week ending 8.3.13. 
  (ii) List of licencing applications week ending 15.3.13. 
Received. 
 
2) One Voice Wales 
 (a) Model Concerns & Complaints Policy & Guidance. 
Received. 
  
 (b) Re: Regenerating Wales – Welsh Government’s new regeneration  
  Framework “Vibrant and Viable Places” now launched and available at 
  http://wales.gov.uk/topics/businessandeconomy/regeneration/?lang=en 
Received. 
  
 (c) Annual Membership renewal. 
Received. It was agreed unanimously to renew membership 
 
 (d) Agenda – Gwent Valleys Partnership Area Committee Tuesday 2nd April  
  2013 at 7pm Abertillery & Llanhilleth Community Council Offices –  
  Copied to relevant Members 
Received. 
 
 (e) Joint One Voice Wales & SLCC training seminar on 17th April 2013 at  
  The Liberty Stadium, Swansea. 
Received. It was agreed that the Clerk and the Mayor attend. 
 
3) Brecon Beacons National Park Authority 
 (a) Re: BBNPA Town & Community Council Liaison meeting and Charter  
  update – invitation to all Councillors to attend meeting being held  
  Saturday 27.4.13 Brecon Subud Hall, Canal Bank, Brecon 10am to 12  
  noon.  Attendance to be confirmed by 19.4.13 and any proposals for the  
  agenda. 
Received. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://wales.gov.uk/topics/businessandeconomy/regeneration/?lang=en


 (b) National Park Scrutiny – final reports on Sustainable Development Fund, 
  Rights of Way & Biodiversity are now available at  
  http://www.breconbeacons.org/the-authority/who-we-are/scrutiny 
Received. It was agreed that the query relating to access to Trefil Quarry might have relevance. 
 
 (c) Agenda for meeting 22.3.13 available on-line. 
Received.  
 
4) Gavo 
 (a) Re: Tredegar Deep Study Consultation Event 29th May 2013 Bedwellty  
  House, Tredegar 10.30am – 12.30pm.  Invitation, from CREW  
  Regeneration Wales, for a representative to attend to take part in the  
  consultation which is intended to discuss the current issues and future  
  aspirations of the community. 
Cllr. Morgan to attend if possible. Members to put in their diaries. 
 
 (b) Youth  Employment Mentor based at Communities 1st, Tredegar. Job  
  details. Closing date 3rd April 2013 at 10am. 
Received.  Details available from the Clerk 
 
 (c) Cluster Engagement Officer based at Communities 1st, Ebbw Vale. Job  
  details. Closing date 3rd April 2013 at 10am. 
Received.  Details available from the Clerk 
 
 (d) Proposed People/Places Partnership Structure to deliver Single  Integrated  
  Plan & Presentation – links supplied (information from  links printed out  
  & attached). 
Received.  Details available from the Clerk 
 
5) Gala Lights  Response from MD Chris Stille regarding the matters raised by Council  
  and an offer of 25% discount (final offer) on the charge for 2012 –   
  Revised invoice received. 
Received.  Details available from the Clerk. It was agreed unanimously to accept the reduction of 
25% offered by the Company  and to arrange a site meeting with them as a matter of urgency to 
discuss the 2013 installation and colours. 
 
6) War Memorial Trust Confirming authorisation of the £2500 grant which will be paid directly  
  into the bank.  Also recommending Council informs the Imperial War  
  Museums War Memorials Archive to report any changes that may have  
  occurred to the memorial. 
Received.   
 
7) Communities First Cluster Tredegar 
  Invitation to Cluster information day on Tuesday 26th March 2013 at the  
  Vitcc Centre, Tredegar between 2pm & 5pm, information on the changes  
  to Communities First and the new programmes they will be delivering. 
Received.  Available Members to attend. 
 
8) Tredegar Heritage Invitation to send two Councillors to attend meeting on 27.3.13 at 2pm  
  Bedwellty House. 
Received.  Information given to Cllr. Morgan to attend 
 

http://www.breconbeacons.org/the-authority/who-we-are/scrutiny


9) Cllr Woolf  Apologies for all Council meetings during March & April – family  
  illness. 
Received.  It was agreed to accept the apologies and to write to Cllr. Woolf with our best wishes. 
 
10) British Red Cross Receipt and thanks for grant. Due to a lack of funding from Aneurin  
  Bevan Health Board they have had to ceased their medical equipment  
  services at the supermarket (at the end on 2011).  They still loan  
  equipment and will deliver from their Newport depot. 
Received.   
 
11) Tredegar Athletic Football Club & Junior Football Club 
  Letter asking for advice or to meet with Council to discuss the possibility  
  of additional funding/sources of funding to help with the increased costs  
  they need to incur to accommodate playing their increased number of  
  matches and additional training slots for  proposed development of new 
   teams. 
Received.  It was agreed to invite them to the next Meeting of the Civic Sub-Committee. 
 
12) Tredegar.co.uk (i) Asking if Council are imposing any increase in council tax 2013/14  
The Clerk had replied that there had been no increase in the Town Council portion of the Council 
Tax – for the third year in a row. 
  (ii) Thank you for the reply. 
 
13) C. Powell  Re: Walk for Life – Alun Davies & family will be attending. 
Received.  It was agreed to write to our AM with congratulations on his promotion. 
 
14) Ms A Basilio Re: Starving horses in Manmoel – she has read an appeal by someone  
  asking for financial support to buy bags of hay and carrots to feed horses  
  on Manmoel.  She has created a facebook webpage to raise awareness of  
  this problem and is requesting whether we have any further information on  
  it or know how people can donate. 
Received.  It was noted that this problem has to be dealt with for the long term welfare of the 
animals. It was noted that unscrupulous owners who would not pay the costs of registration and 
chipping (£35) were turning animals loose. Members were informed that the Pony and Cob 
Improvement Society had been set up to improve the stock on the mountains and to steward them 
properly. This used to involve clearing the mountains of horses for two months. It was also brought 
to Council’s attention that the Welsh Government had issued a consultation document on this 
problem and it was agreed that the Council would take part in that consultation. However it was felt 
that random feeding would not help the problem in the long run but would rather exacerbate it. It 
was agreed to forward the link to Ms Basilio and to meet with her if she requested. 
 
15) Mr H Clatworthy A planning application has been submitted to reopen the opencast which  
  straddles the boundary of Blaenau Gwent and Torfaen. Requesting that  
  people show their objections to this site being reopened by signing the  
  petition, 
http://www.avaaz.org/en/petition/Stop_exploitation_of_now_natural_habitat_and_a_small_communi
ty/?kUrtTcb 
Received.  Cllrs. Cross, Rowberry and Morgan declared an interest – should this take place and 
expand into Blaenau Gwent - and to make no comment at this time. It was agreed that individual 
Members may offer their support. 
 
 

http://www.avaaz.org/en/petition/Stop_exploitation_of_now_natural_habitat_and_a_small_community/?kUrtTcb
http://www.avaaz.org/en/petition/Stop_exploitation_of_now_natural_habitat_and_a_small_community/?kUrtTcb


16) Hearing Wales Poster for hearing exhibition at Bedwellty House on Friday 22nd March  
  2013 between 10am & 2pm. 
Received.  It was noted that the Chamber had a looped hearing system for those with hearing 
difficulties as defined by the blue sign on the wall near the entrance. 
 
 
313) PUBLICATIONS 
BGCBC Road works report week ending 15.3.13; James Cocker & Sons Roses trade availability list; 
Ville D’Orvault Le cens pratique March 2013 issue #143; BGCBC Road works report week ending 
22.3.13; GAVO Wales Police and Crime Commissioners Bulletin No. 17-18 March 2013; 
CommuniCorp Local Councils Update March 2013 Issue 160. 
 
 
314) AGENDA 
Executive Committee Wednesday 13th March 2013 at 11am Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw 
Vale; Executive Committee Wednesday 13th March 2013 at 11am Council Chamber, Civic Centre, 
Ebbw Vale – additional agenda item, No. 11 Environment & Community Safety Matters; 
Regeneration & Environment Scrutiny Committee Thursday 14th March 2013 at 4pm Council 
Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Regeneration & Environment Scrutiny Committee Thursday 
14th March 2013 Item No. 8 The Works Financial Report as at 31.12.12 enlarged; Aneurin Bevan 
Community Health Council Blaenau Gwent Area Committee Meeting Wednesday 13th March 2013 
at 5.30pm Raglan House, Llantarnam Business Park, Cwmbran; Notice of Special Executive 
Committee Wednesday 20th March 2013 at 11am Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; 
Blaenau Gwent Heritage Forum Thursday 21st March 2013 at 9.30am Tredegar Library; Executive 
Committee Wednesday 20th March 2013 at 11am Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Audit 
Committee Tuesday 26th March 2013 at 2pm Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale. 
 
 
Cllr. D. Rowberry declared an interest in the following and took no part in the voting or discussion 
thereon. 
315) Planning: 
a) To consider an Officer’s Report  - None Received. 
b) To consider Planning Applications submitted for Council’s observations 
 

App No  Applicant    Proposal 
 
 2013/0076   Ms J Davies Outline planning permission for one,  
  74 Walter Street, Tredegar l dwelling land adjoining 74 Walter Street 
No Objections 
 
 2013/0085   Mr A Davies Part conversion of existing garage to  
  10 St James Park living accommodation including  
  Tredegar extension to link dwelling with garage. 
No Objections 
 
 2013/0087   Mr D Andrews Retention of detached garage and  
  69 Park Hill, Tredegar store to the rear of 69 Park Hill 
No Objections 

 
c) To consider other planning matters – none received 

      
        



314) To agree the change of date of the Civic Meeting of Council which falls in Easter week 
from 3rd to 10th of April 2013. 
This was agreed unanimously. The Meeting to begin at 6pm and to be followed by a Civic 
Presentation. 

 
 

315) Final nominations for Civic Awards to be made at a Presentation Night to be held 
following the Civic Meeting on 10th April 2013. 
A number of names were put forward and agreed. It was further agreed to invite the successful team 
from Tredegar Comprehensive with their teacher and the Headmistress. It was agreed that they 
should receive a £10 book token each. It was further agreed to invite the Borough Mayor and the 
Mayor’s/Chairs of the neighbouring Town and Community Councils 

 
 

316) a) To consider moving the Delegates Reports to the Civic Meeting of Council. 
This was agreed. 
 
 b) Delegates: To receive and consider reports from Delegates to Outside Bodies and the 
recommendations of Sub-Committees/working Parties. 

i. Joint Committee of Local Councils 
This meeting was largely concerned with discussion relating to the Market Hall Cinema. It had  
been suggested that the Market Hall be used for other purposes. 

ii. School Governing Bodies 
It was reported that the Chair of Governors at St. Joseph’s had resigned. 
It was further reported that there was to be a site meeting at Bryn Bach Primary School to  
discuss safety fears which had been flagged up by the Town Council some two years previously. 

iii. Blaenau Gwent CAB 
The representative again reported that there had been no contact and it was agreed that the Clerk  
should write to them once again. 

iv. Communities First Board 
A Member raised a very interesting query relating to the change to a “Cluster” and how it would  
affect Council representation. It was agreed to make further enquiries. 

v. Tredegar Business Forum 
A full and comprehensive report was received. It was noted that Cllr. Hayden was in close  
contact with the Forum and that street cleansing had seen a vast improvement. Additional works  
to be carried out by the Probation Service. An interesting talk was given by the Tourism Officer  
for Blaenau Gwent, Alyson Tippings, regarding the Homfray Trail and the series of sculptures  
that were to be installed. There was a positive response from the Forum although they felt that  
there should have been more consultation. 
Concern was expressed about the “Adult Shop” situated in Commercial Street. Members of  
Town Council agreed that the Borough should be approached for clarification regarding change  
of use etc.  
It had already been noted that the discussions of A3 usage had gone back to Planning for public  
consultation and redrafting. 
Further concern had been raised about the street traders who had turned up at the Lights Switch- 
On. It was agreed that the Council should continue to inform Trading Standards of the date and  
time of the event so that they could monitor. Once again the costs of the Lights had been queried  
by a small number of Members. It was pointed out, once again, that the Christmas Lights are for  
the benefit of the whole of Tredegar and that there are many children who would not have the  
pleasure of them were it not for our support. Once again the relevance of the Town Council had  
been raised and at this point the Mayor interjected to state that both he and the Leader of  
Council had attended their previous meeting and given them full and frank information  



regarding the Town Council. The delegate stated that he felt that the businesses in the Forum are  
on the “front-line” serving constituents and that fuller information relayed to them could help to  
dispel rumours. The delegate stated quite frankly that the Forum contained members who also  
sat on another group and hence were better informed on subjects such as regeneration of the  
Town Centre. He felt that with May and a possible re-organisation of delegates impending he  
would not put his name forward again. This was met with dismay by Members who  
congratulated him on the job that he had been doing. It was then suggested that he replace one  
of the Members who sat on the other group. This suggestion to go forward in May. 

vi. Tredegar Heritage  
See Correspondence item 8 - Cllrs Morgan and Tippings to attend. 

 
 
317) Matters of Local Interest or Concern – there were none. 
 
There being no other business the Meeting closed at 8.15pm 
 
 
    ______________________________ Chair 
 


