TREDEGAR TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Civic Meeting of Council held in the Council Chamber, Bedwellty House on
Wednesday 9" January 2013 at 6.30 p.m.

Present: Councillors T. Smith
M. Cross
H. Trollope
M. O’ Sullivan
H. Trollope
B. Willis
D. Rowberry
D. Howells
R. Thomas
H. Woolf
O. Price

In Attendance: Ms. C M. Keane — Town Clerk

226) Apologies: Clirs. T. Gregory, G. Bowen-Knight, A. Cotton, S. Trollope, J. Morgan,
A Tippings, S. Trollope and P. Prosser

In the absence of the Mayor the Deputy Mayor took the Chair. The start of the Meeting was
delayed until 6.45 pm due to a clash with another Meeting.
227) To receive applications for Cultural/Sporting Grants

Thanks received from All Wales Domestic Abuse & Sexual Violence Helpline and Victim Support.

Cultural and Sporting Grants (under the provision of the Local Govt. Miscellaneous
Provision Act 1976 s.19 and Local Government Act 1972 s.137

Stroke Association (National) — Any funding support would be used to continue to offer advice,
guidance and financial support to stroke suffers and their families.
It was agreed to write with our support but stating that we supported our local group.

Bedwellty House & Park — Any financial support received will be used for the installation of a
defibrillator at the House and training of staff, volunteers and members of the public on how to use
them.

It was agreed to invite them to explain how it would be used and the cost implications.

To receive and consider applications for Grants to Churches & Chapels (S.137)
None received.

228) To note and to declare the one vacancy to represent the Georgetown Ward as a result of
the implementation of the Local Government Act 1972 Section 85 (1) and (2)
It was agreed to inform the Borough accordingly.




229) Planning
a) to consider an Officer’s Report — None Received
b) to consider Planning Applications submitted for Council’s observations

App No Applicant Proposal
2012/0503 T J Morris T/A Home Bargains Retention of new shop front and
AXxis Business Park roller shutters, Home Bargains, 28B
Portal Way, Gilmoss Gwent Shopping Centre, Tredegar
Liverpool

NO OBJECTIONS

c) to consider other planning matters —None

230) Correspondence

1) BGCBC (a) P. Gray Re: Barrier Across Bridleway Trefil — copy of letter sent to
Alun Davies AM regarding the concerns raised by TTC and A. Davies
AM.

Received. It was noted by Members that the response had largely missed the point of the
complaint with the barrier preventing people including visitors from all over the world -
access to one of the most beautiful area of the country. It was noted that no mention was made
of the Commoners having access.

It was further noted that fly tipping continued to be a problem — it’s just moved to different
parts of Trefil and across Tredegar and that proposed changes to the recycling facility at
Waun-y-Pound would see this problem increase. The gate did not prevent motor bikes and off-
roaders — they simply used a different route to access the mountain. Indeed since this route ran
past a farm owned by a Member he had informed the police but to no avail.

It was agreed to write to Clir. K. Hayden to ask if the mobile CCTV cameras could be used at
Trefil with the barrier up as a trial run to see if fly tippers could be prosecuted but allowing
access to the scenery at Trefil for all.

Cllrs B. Willis and D. Rowberry declared an interest in the following matter and took no part in the
discussions or voting thereon.
(b) Y. Tovey Re: Consultation 17.1.13 — Copy of letter sent by Planning to
Welsh Government raising their concerns about the proposed planning
changes.
Received. It was agreed to await the response from Welsh Government.

(©) T. Griffin Re: Dog Control Orders Consultation — proposed location plans
for Dog Control Orders available at
http://www.blaenau-gwent.gov.uk/environment/16932.asp . Consultation
period 8.1.13 t0 4.2.13.

Noted

(d) Corporate Improvement Plan 2012/2017 — Summary.
Available for Members

Cllrs B. Willis and D. Rowberry declared an interest in the following matter and took no part in the
discussions or voting thereon.

(e) General Licences List of Applications Received week ending 4.1.13.

RECEIVED.


http://www.blaenau-gwent.gov.uk/environment/16932.asp

2) One Voice Wales
@) Strong Roots Project - “Green Futures’ Training Programme dates.
Available for Members

(b) Planning Policy — Article on the recently published updated Welsh
Government Planning Policy Wales.
Noted
(©) Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales Annual Report available at
www.remunerationpanelwales.org.uk . (forwarded to Clir Cross)
Noted

(d) Consumer Council for Water Wales Committee seeking a new Local
Consumer Advocate, closing date for application 14.1.13, further
information available at
http://www.ccwater.org.uk/server.php?show=nav.287
Interested Members to contact directly — paperwork to Cllr.

3) Cllr Tippings Request for House/Park to be booked for the forthcoming band concerts
(June & 2 Sundays July); Christians Together wish to hold a Songs of
Praise at one of the band concerts; Fthr Davis only available Sunday
30.6.12 between 2-2.30pm for AFD; requested that the availability of
dates at the House is checked to book in other anniversary events such as
Burma.

It was noted that the booking forms had been given to the House Management as instructed

and it was agreed to forward to a meeting of the Events Committee

4) Gala Lights Request from Paul Hussey to rebook the arranged meeting from Monday
4™ February 2013 to another date.
Clerk to liaise.

5) Tai Calon Re: Refurbishment of properties, Cefn Golau — Details of actions put in
place as a result the issues raised via TTC letter and from the meeting
held 11.12.12 with ClIr Willis and ClIr Trollope.

It was noted that weekly meetings with residents had been promised as a result.

6) WRAP Cymru “Working together for a world without waste” - Opportunity for public
venues to apply for grants of up to £50,000 to introduce recycling facilities
or their visitors.

Received — Copied to Kathryn Stowers Bedwellty House Manager for info.

7) GAVO Advance notice of next Network Meeting being held 5.2.13 at LAC in
Ebbw Vale.
Noted.

8) Attic Web Design Currently migrating TTC site over to a newer version of umbraco. This
will have no effect on the current operation of the site. The new version
offers additional space for photographs and the ability to set up the site as
bilingual. The bilingual option will require Council sourcing a suitable
company/person to translate the site into Welsh and for them to then be
committed/contracted to continue that service for any updates/additions
made to the site.


http://www.remunerationpanelwales.org.uk/
http://www.ccwater.org.uk/server.php?show=nav.287

Noted. It was further noted that any translation could be fraught with difficulties. It was
agreed to await in formation from the Borough Council regarding their policy on bi-lingual
documents in this time of austerity.

9) Tredegar Angling Club
Asking if anyone knows of 30 old paving slabs that they can use at the
Reservoir.
Received. It was noted by a Member that there were some stones left over from the Ebbw Vale
refurbishment and a Member was asked to contact the contractor to see if they could be used.

10) Payroll Company Confirming they are ready for the new RTI HMRC Changes which starts
in April 2013 so there is nothing for Council to do for the current staff.
However Council must be aware that any persons carrying out work for
the Council must now be a contractor (supplied with agreed contractor
letter) — it is their responsibility to pay any NI/PAYE liabilities. Anyone
who is not a contractor (no contract letter) will need to be registered as an
employee and TTC collect NI/PAYE from any payments made to them.
Noted. It was agreed to approach anyone involved and explain this to them. At this point it was
mentioned that some discussion had taken place with house Management about them quoting
for the planting and maintenance of the Clock. It was further agreed to pursue this.

11) Breast Test Wales  Breast Screening mobile unit will be sited in the Town Centre car park
from 7.1.13 to the end of February 2013 — poster placed in noticeboard
and added to website.

Noted

12) Patricia Mears Offering to do an exhibition at Bedwellty House again this year similar to
the one she held for TTC as part of AFD.

Received. It was agreed to pass this information to the House Manager and encourage her to

invite the artist back.

231) PUBLICATIONS

Aneurin Bevan Community Health Council News Bulletin December 2012 Issue 15; BGCBC Road
Works report week ending 11.1.13; Countryside Councils for Wales Funding Newsletter Dec’12-
Jan’13; One Voice Wales Winter 2012/13 edition of the Voice (Two copies); Local Government
Boundary Commission for Wales Newsletter — A Line in the Sand; Welsh Government advertising
6 posts for the Families First (Newport) Initiative.

Available for all Members

232) AGENDA

BGCBC Licensing Committee Wednesday 2™ January 2013 at 11am — Cancelled; BGCBC Planning
Committee Thursday 3" January 2013 at 2pm Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; BGCBC
Corporate Overview Scrutiny Committee Monday 7" January 2013 at 2pm Council Chamber, Civic
Centre, Ebbw Vale; BGCBC Regeneration & Environment Scrutiny Committee Friday 4™ January
2013 at 10.30am Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; BGCBC Special Social Services
Scrutiny Committee Thursday 3™ January 2013 at 4pm Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale;
BGCBC Executive Wednesday 9" January 2013 at 11am Council Chamber, Civic Centre , Ebbw
Vale; BGCBC Executive Wednesday 9" January 2013 at 11am Council Chamber, Civic Centre —
Additional agenda item No. 7a & notice report issued for item No. 4; BGCBC Social Services
Scrutiny Committee January Cycle — Tuesday 15™ January 2013 meeting CANCELLED; BGCBC



Parc Bryn Bach Management Committee Wednesday 9™ January 2013 at 5pm Visitor’s Centre, Parc
Bryn Bach
Available for all Members

233) Matters concerning Bedwellty House and Park

1) It was noted that the wall had been repaired at the bottom of the Park but the fencing, which was
being used by people to climb into the Park out of hours, was still in Place. Clerk to contact the
Manager.

2) A Member reported a recent meeting of the JCLC at Abertillery which although inquorate led to
time being spent in their Mayor’s Parlour. It was agreed to form a working party to push the
refurbishment forward.

3) It was agreed to ask the Camera Club if they could superimpose the image of our missing
Councillor on the photo taken of the last Council and to have photos taken on a regular basis.

234) Matters of Local Interest and concern (by prior notice)

1) Shopping centre car park a) a Member queried why only half the car park was in use even on very
busy days. It was noted that this was a private car park and all we could do was to write to the
Manager.

b) Crocodile Teeth — a number of Members had received complaints about these and it was agreed to
write to Mr. Clive Rogers at BGCBC highlighting these concerns.

2) The Leader expressed congratulations to all those who took part in the latest Presentation Night
and it was suggested that a form be available for Members to nominate people for Civic Awards.

3) It was agreed to send condolences to the family of Mr. Glyn Williams who had passed away
shortly after attending our last Civic Awards Presentation. It was also suggested that we could offer
a copy of the photos taken on the night. Awaiting photos.

4) CllIr. Woolf offered his thanks for the sponsorship received by Lauren.

5) Having recently received an invitation from the Mayor of Blaenau Gwent Members noted that
gifts had been given to all the visitors, ties, pins etc. It was agreed that such mementos should be
investigated by the Town Council.

6) Having recently visited Trefil RFC it was reported that the road to the rugby and playground
beside the Chapel was in the process of complete overhaul and renewal. This was being funded by
Heads of the Valley funds. It did mean that there would be no problem for ambulances to access the
rugby ground in the event of serious injury. A Member complained about the general state of roads
in Tredegar including Scwrfa Rd and it was noted that this was scheduled for re-surfacing.

7) Renaming of the University — this was deferred until the Member was present.

There being no other business the Meeting closed at 7.45pm

Chair




