
TREDEGAR TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held in the Council Chamber, Bedwellty House on 
Wednesday 18th July 2012 at 6.30 p.m. 

 
Present: Councillors  A. Cotton 
    M. Cross 

A Tippings 
    H Trollope 
    T. Smith   
    O. Price 
    D. Howells 
    J Morgan 
    P. Prosser 
    D. Rowberry 
    R. Thomas 
    S. Trollope 
 
In Attendance:  Ms C.M. Keane - Clerk  
    Mrs A Jones - RFO 
 
 
87) Apologies   Cllr. T. Gregory; G. Bowen-Knight; B. Willis, M. O’ Sullivan and  
    H. Woolf 
 

88) Declarations of Interest 
The Chair reminded Members to make declarations as and when necessary. 
 
 
89) To consider the exclusion of the Press and public by virtue of the matters to be discussed 
under the provisions of the LGA 1972 Schedule 12a. 
This was agreed. 
 
 
90) To receive the recommendations of the Performance Review Meeting of Council held on 
18th July 2012. 
The recommendations of the Performance Review Committee were received and the contents noted. 
It was agreed to continue with the quarterly Performance Review meetings. 
 
 
91) To re-open the Meeting of Council to the public. 
This was agreed. 
 
 
92) Grants: To receive the verbal report of the Civic Sub Committee meeting held prior to the  
Performance Review Meeting and to consider, recommend and approve grants to sporting and 
cultural organisations.  
The grant recommendations of the Civic Sub-Committee were received, and it was agreed to 
approve the following:- 



Ystrad Deri Community Centre – a £200 grant be recommended and approved. 
Woofles Animal Rescue – a £200 grant be recommended and approved. Since it is an animal welfare 
group it was agreed to contact the RSPCA to support their application, prior to the grant being 
released. 
Bryn Bach Park Model Boat Club - a £200 grant be recommended and approved. It was further 
agreed that the purpose of their request – a hard standing for disabled members- should also have 
support from the Bryn Bach Park Management Board and it was agreed to write to the Board 
seeking their financial support. 
Valley’s Life After Stroke Group - a £200 grant be recommended and approved.  
 
The following grants were also approved:- 

 
Blaenau Gwent Visually Impaired Club - A grant of £200.00 was approved.  
 
Cllr H. Trollope had previously declared an interest in the following: 
Cefn Golau Tenants & Residents Association - A grant of £200.00 was approved. 
 
Peacehaven Tenants & Residents Association - A grant of £200.00 was approved. 
 
Cllr H. Trollope had previously declared an interest in the following: 
Tredegar Crime Prevention Panel - A grant of £200.00 was approved. 
 
Tredegar Quilting Circle - A grant of £200.00 was approved. 
 
Churches & Chapels (s.137) to recommend and to approve grants to Churches and Chapels. – 
None received. 

 
 

93) Accounts: To Consider a Schedule of Accounts for payment in July 2012. 
The Accounts having previously been examined by Members and the invoices and cheques 
reconciled were approved. The RFO reported that we were still waiting for Barclays to set up the 
new mandate and it was agreed that the Leader and former Mayor sign the necessary cheques and 
paperwork as detailed. Bank reconciliations were available for Members inspection. 
 
 
94) To receive and adopt the following Minutes of Council: 

 a) Minutes of the Events Committee held on 20th June 2012 
 b) Minutes of the Performance Review Meeting held on 20th June 2012 
 c) Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 20th June 2012 
 d) Minutes of the Civic Meeting of Council held on 4th July 2012 

 
 
95) Matters arising from the Minutes. 
a) Events Co. 20th June – At this point Members raised issues relating to the electricity supply for the 
Bandstand which is located under a heavy concrete cover which has to be lifted off prior to any 
equipment being plugged in. This can cause difficulties depending on the member of House staff on 
duty at the time. Also when the cover is placed over the cavity for safety concerns were expressed 
that this may cause damage to the cables. It was agreed to speak to House management to attempt to 
find an alternative. 
b) Performance Review 20th June – no matters arising. 
c)  Ordinary Meeting of 20th June:- 



1) Minute No. 66 (1) – it was agreed that a special Meeting of Council be held in order for the 
presentation of the Bowls Trophy to be made. 
2) Minute No. 66 (3) – the meeting with Officers to be arranged asap. 
3) Minute No. 71 (vi) – it was clarified that the Town Council representatives on the 
Communities First Board would remain as Councillors Howells and Rowberry and that 
Councillor Smith would like to be member as a Community individual. 
4) Minute No. 72 (1) – Congratulations to be sent to the organisers of the Cymanfa Ganu but it 
was noted with some disappointment that not many Members of Council had attended. 
5) Minute No. 72 (3) – Members who attended the Bevan lecture praised it highly and it was 
agreed that a letter of thanks be sent to the Moose. 

d) Civic Meeting 4th July:-  
1) Minute No. 76 Questions for Ms Bolt – Members further queried the effectiveness of the minor 
injuries unit at Ysbyty Aneurin Bevan and noted that there seemed to be an increase in the 
number of people going to Nevill Hall for medication. 
2) Minute No. 77 (5) – Visit to Parliament – It was agreed that interested Members should inform 
the Clerk or Deputy Leader of their interest. 
3) Clerk to contact Police for update on search for banners. 
4) To include the relocation of Twig’s stone on the agenda of the meeting with Officers of the 
Borough regarding Artefacts. 

 
 
96) Correspondence.  
 
1) BGCBC (a) Notice of forthcoming Bedwellty Park Management Board Meetings. 
RECEIVED. It was agreed to put forward the following questions: 

a) Tea Room opening hours - Members were concerned that the tea room continued to close at 
5pm on weekends - even though there were events in the Park (ie - Concerts) 
b) Sunday Lunches - Members are concerned that income is being lost by people being turned 
away - we have had reports of Members of Council being turned away just before noon and also 
in the afternoon - despite the fact that there were very few people having lunch. 
c) Frequency of Board Meetings - Members have asked when the next AGM is to be held. Also 
there had been a suggestion that the meetings be held on a bi-monthly basis. 
d) Composition of the Board - Members feel that although the Heritage Groups are well 
represented the user groups such as the bowls clubs, tennis clubs etc. have no representation and 
that this should be addressed. 
e) that if a meeting is cancelled it should be rescheduled rather than just missed out. 
Apologies were submitted by one of the Council representatives in advance of the Meeting. 

 
 (b) Notice of forthcoming Parc Bryn Bach Management Committee Meetings. 
RECEIVED. The meeting dates were noted and it was agreed to put forward the following 
questions for the next meeting in August: 

1) Pedaloes - Members would like to know how often they have been used and if they are proving 
a viable and useful addition to the Parc. 
2) Canada Geese - Members are concerned at the mess being deposited on the paths and the 
potential hazards - is there a regular cleaning programme scheduled? 
3) Scout Camp - Members have asked how often this facility is used and if it might be used for 
additional community purposes. 

 
Cllr. D. Rowberry declared an interest in the following and took no part in the discussions or 
voting thereon: 
 (c) List of Licensing Application week ending 29.6.12 
RECEIVED. 



2) One Voice Wales  
 (a)  P Egan Re: Gwent Valley OVW meetings, dates & venues – asking for  
  Councils to confirm they are able to hold the agreed meetings and request  
  to provide directions to him for distribution between attendees. 
RECEIVED. It was noted that the next meeting of Gwent Valleys OVW would be hosted by 
Tredegar Town Council at Bedwellty House on 2nd October 2012. 
 
 (b) P. Egan Re: Gwent Valleys Meeting 3.7.12 – circulating documents as  
  requested during the meeting, BBNPA Charter/meeting notes & proposed  
  Joint Symposium by SLCC. 
RECEIVED.  
 
3) War Memorial:- 
  (i) War Memorials Trust - Assessment of the grant application completed  
  and currently drawing up a contract – replied asking for the amount of  
  grant being awarded. 
  (ii) Alun Davies AM – copy of letter from Huw Lewis AM advising that  
  officials at Cadw are currently considering the grant application and will  
  notify Council of their decision by the end of this month.  If the  
  application is successful this should all the work to begin in September. 
BOTH RECEIVED. These items were warmly welcomed and a Member was thanked for 
updating a local web-site with the news. 
 
4) Welsh Government Community & Town Councils payments - Department for Communities &  
  Local Government published a consultation paper about legislation  
  governing the making of payments.  The paper proposes the making of a  
  Legislative Reform Order to remove the current provisions requiring all  
  cheques & other orders for payment of money to be signed by two  
  members.Comments on the proposals to be submitted no later than 11.9.12 
RECEIVED. It was agreed that this should be passed to the RFO for comment.  
 
5) Greater Gwent (Torfaen) Pension Fund 
  Consultation for Employers to comment on the new LGPS proposals and  
  confirm whether as an employer you support the proposals or not.  
  Consultation ends 27.7.12 
RECEIVED. It was agreed to support. 
 
6) Mrs Phillips Copy of the letter sent to the Park Manager regarding incident with car in  
  Park. 
RECEIVED. It was agreed that the Park Management should deal with this matter. 
 
7) Mr & Mrs Gatward Photos taken on Armed Forces Day. 
RECEIVED. It was agreed to seek permission to put onto our web-site. 
 
8) Annette Jones Letter requesting that the hours she currently works on a Thursday (4  
  hours) can be moved to a Tuesday morning instead which will allow her to  
  undertake the 2nd year of her course. NB. This will mean no change in the  
  actual number of hours worked per week. 
RECEIVED – This was agreed unanimously. 
 
 
 



97) PUBLICATIONS 
BGCBC Road works report week ending 6.7.12; Glasdon Special offer litter/dog waste bins leaflet; 
Noah’s Ark Appeal Newsletter Summer 2012 Issue 28; BGCBC Road works report week ending 
20.7.12; Communicorp Local Councils Update July 2012 Issue 153. 
Available to all Members. 
 
 
98) AGENDA 
Brecon Beacons National Park Local Access Forum Meeting Thursday 19.7.12 at 1.30pm Visitor 
Centre, Libanus; Education & Leisure Scrutiny Committee Thursday 19th July 2012 at 10am Council 
Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Special Meeting of Council Thursday 12th July 2012 at 2pm 
Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Blaenau Gwent Heritage Forum Meeting on Thursday 
19th July 2012 at 9.30am Tredegar Library; Special Education & Leisure Scrutiny Committee 
Thursday 19th July 2012 at 10am Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Special Regeneration 
& Environment Scrutiny Committee Thursday 19th July 2012 at 2pm Council Chamber, Civic 
Centre, Ebbw Vale; Special Corporate Overview Scrutiny Committee Tuesday 24th July 2012 at 
11am Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Special Social Services Scrutiny Committee 
Monday 23rd July 2012 at 4pm Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale. 
Available to all Members. 

  
  

99) Planning: 
a) To consider an Officer’s Report – none received 
 
b) To consider Planning Applications submitted for Council’s observations 
 

App No  Applicant    Proposal 
 
 2012/0194   Mrs S James Retention of single storey garage at  
  35 Brompton Place, Tredegar the rear. 
NO OBJECTIONS 
 
c) To consider other planning matters 
The ongoing problems with the Tredegar Co. Shop was discussed by Members, with the costs of 
scaffolding causing concern. A number of ideas were put forward.  

 
 

100) Delegates: To receive and consider reports from Delegates to Outside Bodies and the  
recommendations of Sub-Committees/working Parties. 

 
i. Joint Committee of Local Councils- It was reported that at a recent meeting of the JCLC a 

very interesting presentation had been made by the Borough’s Waste Wardens which 
highlighted the fact that only Monmouth and Blaenau Gwent supply the recycling bags free 
of charge.  

ii. Gwent Valleys One Voice Wales- at a recent meeting at Croesyceiliog and Llanyravon 
Community Council offices it was suggested that the next meeting be hosted by Tredegar 
Town Council. This was agreed and it was further agreed to invite the Mayor. 

iii. School Governing Bodies – It was reported that Tredegar Comprehensive School are 
working on a film project with Mr. Peter Watkins-Hughes highlighting drug awareness. The 
former Deputy Head of the Comprehensive had had discussions with a number of young 
people and had discovered that the use of a drug called “miaow miaow” was prevalent. 
There had already been deaths attributed to the use of the drug which was highly addictive. 



Much information had already been passed on to the Police, but there had not been any 
positive outcomes as yet. It was suggested that the Town Council hold a public meeting 
under the banner “Tredegar says no to drugs” and that the AM and MP be invited to attend 
and that they should raise the matter in Parliament and the Assembly. The meeting, by 
invite only, would include the former Deputy Head.  

 Bryn Bach Primary – it was noted that they were making appointments to cover maternity 
leave and that the quality of the candidates was very high. 

 Georgetown Primary – had attended a transition concert held at Leisure Centre and a further 
concert in St. David’s Hall  

 Deighton Primary – had also attended the concert in Cardiff but it was felt that the event 
was very long and the children didn’t arrive home until midnight 

 St. Joseph’s – it was reported that they were expecting an inspection in September. 
iv. Parc Bryn Bach Management Committee – items for the next meeting had already been put 

forward (see Minute No.96 (1b) 
v. Tredegar Youth Café – it had been noted at the meeting that attendance was dropping and 

that some funding streams were drying up. Thanks expressed to a Member for having the 
outside cleaned. 

vi. Blaenau Gwent CAB – impending benefit cuts were to be highlighted. 
vii. Communities First Board – it was reported that the Board had put forward a number of 

projects for future funding which they thought were viable. Deadlines had been extended by 
WG and it was noted that there were difficult times ahead for the staff. The present 
representation of Cllrs. Howells and Rowberry to stand with Cllr. Smith hoping to join as a 
community individual. It was further noted that the role of the Board would change to be an 
advisory group. 

viii. Tredegar Business Forum – at the meeting of the Forum the Town Council representative 
advised members of the role of the Town Council in the community – it was agreed by 
Council that the Leader should attend the next meeting to detail our role in the community. 

ix. Tredegar Heritage – it was reported that the Group were about to advertise for new 
members and that a decision on the future use of the General Hospital was expected shortly. 

 
 
101) Matters of Local Interest or Concern  
1) It was noted by a Member that Mrs Steed was approaching her 103rd birthday. It was agreed to 
visit with flowers (unfortunately the Mayor and Deputy are unavailable.) 
2) It was noted by Members that an area to the north of Trefil had been put forward by the 
Countryside Council for Wales as a Site of Special Scientific Interest and although the commoners 
had been informed Town Council was not. A Member volunteered to pursue the matter. 
3) The clock (together with the key) from the Chamber had been taken to Councillor Bowen-Knight 
for repair and service. 
4) It was agreed that the Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Leader and Deputy Leader should choose which 
group photo to have framed. 
5) 2013 Honours – suggestions were made and it was agreed to seek support. 
6) The Mayor reminded Members of his Tredfest event on 8th September 2012 at the Rhyd Hall in 
the afternoon, follow the opening of the Clock. 
 

There being no other business the Meeting closed at 8pm. 
 
 
    ________________________ Chair 


