
TREDEGAR TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Civic Committee meeting of Council held in the Council Chamber, Bedwellty 
House on Wednesday 6th June 2012 at 6.30 p.m. 

 
Present: Councillors  H. Trollope  

A. Cotton 
H. Woolf 
A Tippings 
M. Cross 

    O. Price 
    T. Smith 
    B. Willis 
    G. Bowen-Knight 
    S. Trollope 
    J. Morgan 
    D. Howells 
     D. Rowberry 
 
In attendance:  Ms. C.M. Keane – Town Clerk 
    Mrs A. Jones – RFO 
 
 
38) Apologies:  Cllr. M. O’ Sullivan, R. Thomas, P. Prosser and T. Gregory 
 
 
39) To consider the exclusion of the Press and public by virtue of the matters to be discussed 
under the provisions of the LGA 1972 Schedule 12a. 
This was agreed unanimously. 
It was agreed to take item 1 of Correspondence at this point since it mentioned a Councillor by 
name. 
1)  T. Gregory  
 (a) Lodging an official complaint about a named Councillor. 
 (b) Asking for the outcome on his complaint about the above. 
Received.  This matter is being looked at by the appropriate authority. 
 
 
40) To receive a verbal report and consider the recommendations of the Finance Committee 
meeting held prior to this.  
The verbal report of the Finance Committee was received. It was agreed that the works to the War 
Memorial would commence in the first week of September to be completed before Armistice Sunday 
and that grant funding would be pursued in the meantime. It had been agreed not to pursue 
renovation of the Orvault or Rev Evan Jones memorials at this time. With regard to the Mayor’s 
allowance it was agreed that a maximum sum of £250 would be contributed to the cost of the buffet 
incurred because the buffet could not be sourced elsewhere. 
Cllr S. Trollope arrived at this point. 
It was further reported that the Precept had been received and that the present insurance provider 
would be retained, with a small additional payment to cover the Lord Tredegar Bowls Trophy. Also 
that the plaque stolen from the stone to mark the 60th Anniversary of the NHS should be replaced 
promptly with a suitable material. 



Cllr. Willis stated that he wanted it recorded that works to the War Memorial were long overdue and 
that it needed doing quickly – this had been agreed previously so that all works were completed prior 
to the Armistice Day Services. 
It was agreed that a press release be issued to let the public know. Also that any problems with the 
asphalt would be rectified by the Borough Council. Cllr. Willis abstained from the vote.  
 
 
41) To re-open the Meeting to members of the public. 
This was agreed unanimously. No members of the public were present. 
 
 
42) To receive applications for Cultural/Sporting Grants 
Thanks received from Tredegar RFC, Eisteddford Yr Urdd and Saron Church (for the letter of 
support). 
 
Cultural and Sporting Grants (under the provision of the Local Govt. Miscellaneous  
Provision Act 1976 s.19 
Cllrs. B Willis J Morgan and H Trollope declared an interest in the following item and took no 
part in the discussion or voting thereon. 
Blaenau Gwent Heritage Forum – A grant for £200.00 was approved, subject to the Town 
Council logo being displayed. 
 
Cllrs H. Trollope and D Rowberry declared an interest in the following item and took no part in 
the discussion or voting thereon. 
Hospice of the Valleys – A grant of £250.00 was approved subject to the acknowledgement of 
Town Council support. 
 
To receive and consider applications for Grants to Churches & Chapels (S.137) 
Tredegar Methodist Church (NB. Formerly Vale Terrace Chapel which was changed in Sept’11)  –  
A grant of £200 was approved. 
 
 
43) Planning 
a)   To consider an Officer’s Report – none received 
 
b)  To consider Planning Applications submitted for Council’s observations 
 

App No  Applicant    Proposal 
 
 2012/0109  Mr Darren Owen  First floor bedroom en-suite extension. 
  3 Glandovey Terrace  
No Objections 
 
 2012/0111 Ms Jill Leddington Two storey side extension  
  132 Beaufort Road  
No Objections 
 
 2012/0116   Mr W Clarke Retention of change of use to personal gym 
  1 James Street, Tredegar with roller shutters; proposed new fascia,  
   safety railings (to roof) & provision & rear  
   access gate. 



Council had reservations regarding the roof garden – mindful of the location opposite a church 
that the use of the garden should also be mindful of the location 
 
 2012/0117  Mr J Oliver Second storey rear extension above  
  10 Pochin Crescent, Tredegar existing ground floor extension  
No Objections 
 
 2012/0126 Mr Bawn Conservatory with dwarf walls, glazed 
  14 Bryn Rhosyn windows and doors to customer  
   specification 
No Objections 
 
 2012/0132   Mr R Morgan Alterations, improvements and two  
  4 Siloam Close, Tredegar storey extension, 3 Charles Street 
No Objections 
 
2012/0136   Mr A Davies Reserved matters relating to proposed 
  31 Bush Bach, Tredegar dwelling (outline), land adjoining Tafarn Ty  
   Uchaf, Trefil Road, Trefil 
Council were minded to object on the grounds that the building was outside the original 
footprint, was not in keeping and was totally different to the original plan submitted. 
 
c) to consider other planning matters - none received. 

 
 

45) Correspondence 
 
 Item 1 under exclusions. 
 
2)  BGCBC (a) D. Watkins Re: Free Bookings – Letter confirming that agreement for  
  free bookings for T. Council is the Mayor’s Inauguration plus 3 events as  
  determined by T. Council. Also no on-site catering to be provided by T.  
  Council and any catering provisions to be discussed and agreed by both  
  parties. 
Received.  
 (b) Notification that future gazebo hire will be £43 per gazebo.  
Received. It was agreed to price our own. 
 (c) LDP documents – hearing programme & list of sessions, minutes of  
  Prehearing meeting 24.4.12 – forwarded to J.M. 
Received.  
 (d) Notice of Independent Examination for Blaenau Gwent Local 
  Development Plan 2006-2021 will start 26.6.12 at General Offices,  
  Ebbw Vale. 
Received.  It was noted that a number of suggestions made by Council had been taken up. 
 (e) List of Licensing Applications week ending 4.5.12. 
Received.  
 
3) One Voice Wales  
 (a) 2012 Conference & AGM Saturday 13th October 2012 at Bont Pavillion,  
  Pontrhydfendigaid. To receive discounted conference booking rate of £65  
  the booking must be made by 27.7.12.  AGM will follow the conference at  
  2.15pm and Member Councils are invite to submit a maximum of 2  



  Motions for debate at the AGM, submission by 29.6.12. 
Received. It was agreed that the Leader, Mayor and Clerk attend. Suggested item being the 
cost of OVW 
 (b) Consultation on proposals for a Sustainable Development Bill –  
  Consultation period 9.5.12 to 18.7.12. Outlines what areas they would like  
  views/comments to be submitted on and all comments to be submitted by  
  18.7.12. 
Received. It was agreed to pass to Cllr. H. Woolf 
 (c) Research into flood risk management and asking for Council to submit  
  their comments to Rhodri Thomas. 
Received.  
 (d) Press Notice Re: Interim Commission sign off having begun change to  
  ‘strengthen local democracy’- new Commissioners have been appointed,  
  Ceri Stradling and David Powell, by Carl Sergeant Welsh Government  
  Minister for Local Government & Communities. 
Received.  
 (e)  Training:- 
  (i) Latest training being offered is on Code of Conduct in Gilwern, Usk  
  and other local venues. 

  (ii) Details of New Councillor Induction courses being held – closest to  
  Tredegar  - Sessions House Usk on Monday 11 June 2012 and Council  
  Chamber Gilwern on Wednesday 20 June 2012 Course will run from 
  6.60pm to 9.00pm refreshments available. Cost £30 per Member. 

Received. It was agreed to invite Mr Alwyn Holland to speak to Members. 
 
4) Nantyglo & Blaina Town Council 
  Induction training – Has been in discussion with Paul Egan at One Voice  
  Wales and has negotiated a training session at Salem Chapel Blaina on  
  17.7.12 at 7pm, the offer is available for 7 Members from Tredegar Town  
  Council to attend at a cost of £100 which gives a saving of £110.  If  
  Council wishes to participate then please confirm to Steve Bartlett as soon  
  as possible 
Received. (see above) 
 
5) Tai Calon  Kelsey Watkins. Re: Sirhowy Allotment – will need to take the matter to  
  her Board as original agreement was for a community group to lease the  
  land.  She will also confirm with that said community group that they no  
  longer wish to take on the lease but she is sure they may still consider  
  being involved with the site if Council were successful in obtaining the  
  lease. 
Received.  
 
6) Armed Forces Day 
 (a) Moose International Tredegar No. 1 Lodge Ladies Circle - Unable to  
  participate in this year’s AFD event, enclosed £10 donation. 
 (b) Tredegar & District Floral Arts Society - Unable to take part in this year’s  
  event, have sent a donation direct to H4H. 
 (c) Tredegar Gardeners Club Donation to AFD of £5 – unable to attend. 
Received.  With thanks 
 
 
 



7) Civic Trust Wales Thank you for Open Doors registration form and photos. 
Received.  Reminder that the Clock will be open on 8th September – suggestion Climb the 
Clock and meet the Mayor 
 
8) Newport Dragons 2 x complimentary tickets. 
Received. With thanks. It was agreed to send to the KRUF Walk for Life dinner for them to 
use in fundraising. 
 
9) Tredegar Town Band Confirming retaining title from the Masters Championship and will have  
  the webmaster update their website with details of the Bandstand  
  concert 3.6.12 
Received.  It was agreed to send our congratulations. 
 
10) GAVO  Blaenau Gwent Social Enterprise Conference 20.6.12 at Llanhilleth  
  Institute from 10am-3pm. Conference will have several display stands  
  from local enterprises and guest speakers are Alun Davies AM  & John  
  Bennett. Booking essential – form included – and places will be allocated  
  on a first come basis. 
Received. Interested Members to contact. 
 
11) New Mayors:- 
 (a) Comm. Council of Abertillery & Llanilleth - New Chair Cllr. Julian Meek  
  and Vice Chair Cllr. Jim Roles 
 (b) Nantyglo & Blaina Town Council - Confirming Cllr Ryland as  Mayor &  
  Cllr James as Deputy Mayor. 
Received.  It was agreed to send our congratulations. 
 
12) ARUP   M4 corridor Enhancement Measures (CEM) Formal Consultation  
  commencing 6.3.12 until 6.6.12, about easing the flow of traffic on the  
  M4 between Magor & Castleton – seeking views of people who live,  
  work, travel through this area. M4 CEM Newletter Issue 2 enclosed. 
Received.   
 
13) Boundary Commission  
  Newsletter highlighting the fact that all responses received to recent  
  proposals to change Parliamentary Constituencies will be published for  
  comments on 13 June 2012 until 10 July 2012. Will be available to view at  
  the Civic Centre during this time and at www.bcomm-wales.gov.uk 
Received.   
 
14 ) Welsh Govt. White Paper on “Promoting Local Democracy” responses by 3rd August  
  2012 (also received from OVW). 
Received.   
 
 
46) PUBLICATIONS 
Ville D’Orvault Press cuttings March 2012; Brecon Beacons National Park Action for tourism Issue 
17 Spring 2012, Fforest Fawr Geopark News Issue 11 Spring 2012; SLCC The Clerk Magazine May 
2012 Vol 43 No. 9, Clerks Councils Direct May 2012 Issue 81, CPD & Conference Programme 
May-July 2012; Ville D’Orvault Le Cens Pratique May 2012 Issue 135; Ville D’Orvault Press 
cuttings featuring the recent Twinning visit; Aneurin Bevan Community Health Council Newsletter 
May 2012; BGCBC Road works report week ending 28.5.12; BGCBC Road works report week 

http://www.bcomm-wales.gov.uk/


ending 31.5.12; One Voice Wales The Ombudsman’s Casebook Issue 8; Communicorp Local 
Councils Update May 2012 Issue 151. 
Available for Members 
 
 
47) AGENDA 
BGCBC Annual Meeting of Council Thursday 24.5.12 at 2pm Council Chamber, Civic Centre, 
Ebbw Vale; GAVO Forum meeting 27.6.12 Ebbw Vale LAC plus information on other events and 
sessions being organised by them (available for Members); Aneurin Bevan Community Health 
Council Agenda for Meeting 13.6.12 at 5.30pm Raglan House, Llantarnam Business Park, 
Cwmbran. 
Available for Members 
 
 
48) Matters concerning Bedwellty House and Park  
1) A meeting with Mr. Watkins had been suggested. 
2) Concern raised again about the fountains. 
3) Query the location of Twig’s stone. The dog buried in the grounds who had rescued the 
ironmasters child from the pond. 
4) Query action on the dry rot outside kitchen. 
5) Healing garden – suggestion well received by Head Gardener – to progress through proper 
channels. 
6) A Member still has one of the original bye law signs from the Park. 
7) The Borough Mayor has had a bench made for the Walled Garden. 
 
 
49) Matters of Local Interest and concern (by prior notice) 
A Member stated that from Friday 1st to Monday 4th June there was no local ambulance cover in 
Tredegar and that response came from as far away as Cardiff and Pontypridd. It was agreed to write 
to the Local Health Board seeking further information. 
 
 
THERE BEING NO OTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED AT 7.31PM 
 
 
   ___________________________CHAIR 
 


