TREDEGAR TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held in the Council Chamber, Bedwellty House on
Wednesday 19" December 2012 at 6.00 p.m.

Present: Councillors A. Cotton
T. Smith
M. Cross
A Tippings
H. Trollope
S. Trollope
M. O’ Sullivan
B. Willis
D. Rowberry
O. Price
P. Prosser
D. Howells
R. Thomas

In Attendance: Ms. C M. Keane — Town Clerk

210) Apologies: Clirs. H. Woolf, T. Gregory, G. Bowen-Knight, B. Willis,
S. Trollope and J. Morgan

211) Declarations of Interest
The Mayor reminded Members to make their declarations as and when necessary.

212) To agree a replacement Governor for Georgetown Primary School
It was agreed to defer this until the next Meeting.

213) To request postponement of the Civic Meeting of Council on Wednesday 2™ January
2013 (first day at the office) to Wednesday 9" January 2013.
This was agreed.

214) To put forward items for inclusion on the agenda for the next Consultation meeting
between Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council and Town and Community Councils on
Thursday 17™ January 2013.

It was agreed to put the following question forward for the Consultation Meeting:-

Members were led to understand that a number of planning decisions would be taken out of the
hands of the local Borough and be made directly by the Welsh Government, with a possibility of
more retrospective applications. Members questioned whether they would still be able to comment
on local applications and if those comments would be taken onboard by the Assembly. Also the
question of transferring from local to central government would mean that the income from planning
applications would not go to the local authority — to seek clarification.




215) To consider the disposal of the old Christmas Lights currently stored in the lock-up.
It was proposed and agreed that the old lights be offered to the Manager of Bedwellty House with
immediate effect and that they be removed from storage as soon as possible.

216) Grants: To consider, recommend and approve grants to sporting and cultural
organisations.

All Wales Domestic Abuse & Sexual Violence Helpline — A grant of 50.00 was approved.

Victim Support - A grant of £200.00 was approved.

Tredegar Orpheus Male Voice Choir - A grant of £200.00 was approved.

Tredegar Thespian Players - A grant of £200.00 was approved.

Bedwellty Park Bowls Club - A grant of £200.00 was provisionally recommended pending
resubmission for other items. The Club have re-applied with a request to purchase new jacks,
scoreboards and mats. This was approved.

Churches & Chapels (s.137) to recommend and to approve grants to Churches and Chapels.
None received.

217) Accounts: To Consider a Schedule of Accounts for payment in December 2012.

Bank Reconciliations available for inspection.

The accounts having previously been reconciled and the cheques and invoices inspected by
Members, were approved. It was also noted that Bank reconciliations were available for Members.

218) To receive and adopt the following Minutes of Council and notes of meetings:
a) Notes of a meeting with Gala Lights held on 2™ November 2012.
b) Notes of a meeting with Mossfords held on 28" November 2012.
¢) Minutes of the Civic Sub-Committee held on 21 November 2012.
d) Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 21** November 2012.
e) Minutes of the Civic Meeting of Council held on 5™ December 2012.

The above were all received and agreed as a true record.

219) Matters arising from the Minutes.

1) Notes of a Meeting with Gala Lights - A further meeting had been held with Gala Lights, this time
with the Managing Director. He seemed to be unaware of a number of assurances that had been
made by his sales Representative — particularly with regard to the training required to work on the
lamp posts controlled by Western Power. Full details of training and costs had been supplied by the
Clerk to Mr. Hussey the year before. The Leader and Deputy had met with Mr. Chris Stille, together
with the Clerk and he had apologised for the problems that had occurred. He was informed of the
disappointment of Council and the public with regard to the quality of the installation. He was made
very aware of the communication problems with the Clerk being “piggy in the middle” between
Gala and the Borough which was unacceptable. It was agreed that Gala would communicate directly
with the Borough and copy the Clerk into any e-mails etc. The lack of emergency provision was
raised and it was agreed that contact numbers would be made available to key Members of Council
before the Xmas holidays. Mr. Stille was left in no doubt that Council would not be paying the full
bill since some of the lights had not worked at all and many were still off half way through the
festive period. Indeed at no time had all the lights worked for a full night.

Members agreed that both Council and the people of Tredegar had been let down by the company
which had been appointed in good faith based on the discussions with Mr. Hussey. It was agreed that



a further meeting take place with the contractors in the New Year and that a tri-partite meeting to co-
ordinate responsibilities be held between Council, Gala and the Borough Lighting department.

2) a) Ordinary Meeting 21% November — Minute No 199 (v) A Member again raised concerns
regarding primary education in Tredegar. The proposals for 21% Century Schools meant that the
Deighton Primary School was the most favourable for the Welsh medium school. The lack of
integration during breaks caused some concern. A Member also raised the question of the number of
new houses being constructed in the area and the expected increase in pupil numbers. Members were
assured that accommodation would be available in Tredegar Comprehensive following the transfer
of pupils to the Works. It was noted that a questionnaire relating to Welsh Medium education would
be sent to each household in Gwent. Members asked the Clerk to request a presentation on the issue
at a future date and to allow plenty of time for discussion.

b) Minute No. 200 (1) — Thanks were received on behalf of Mrs. Edwina Symes for the posthumous
award to her husband. Members commented on the mix of people and organisations who had
attended and that it had been a good way to show people what was happening in the town.

3) e) Civic 5™ December —

a) Thanks were received on behalf of Mrs. Sykes for the letter of condolence from the Clerk.
Borough Members had also expressed their condolences.

b) Minute No. 205 (5) Members were still unhappy about the lack of 24hour pharmacy provision and
felt that the current arrangements were still not advertised widely enough.

¢) Minute No 206 — It was noted that Mr. Owen Money had expressed interest in Switching on the
Lights in 2013.

220) CORRESPONDENCE

1) Tredegar Ironsides RFC Match on Saturday 2.30pm on 12.1.13, invitation to Mayor and all
Councillors

Received — the Mayor and interested Members to attend. It was noted that a bucket appeal
was held at last year’s match for the Mayor’s Appeal.

2) BGCBC a) LDP written statement and proposals map.
Received it was noted by Members that Tredegar Town Council had succeeded in adding a
requirement for a local list of buildings of interest.

Cllrs. Rowberry, Morgan and Cross declared an interest in the following items and took no part in
the discussions or voting thereon.

b) List of Licensing Applications
Received

c¢) The New Council Tax Reduction Scheme Consultation Summary

(Copied to all Members)
Received. All Members to respond individually. It was agreed to invite a representative to
speak to Council. It was further noted by Members that this change would affect some 8,000
households with a wide number of people affected in many different ways. It was also noted
that increasing financial deprivation in the area had seen the increase in visits to the Food
Bank set up by the Trussell Trust in Ebbw Vale. It was further noted that such was the
economic climate a Food Bank is to be opened in Tredegar.

3) Post Office Re: - Re location of James Street Post Office to Nisa
Received. It was agreed to write to Mr and Mrs Watkins thanking them for their service over
the past years.



4) Forest Traffic Signals Apologies and full refund.

Received. The Clerk was thanked for obtaining the refund and she in turn thanked all those
who had helped on the night, especially Cllr. Cross’s son for helping with the emergency
signage.

5) One Voice Wales Sustainable Wales: Better choices for a better future — Dates of
Consultation Events
RECEIVED AND NOTED

6) Kathryn Stowers Re: - Keith’s Funeral Friday 21* December 2012 @ 12.15pm Ebenezer
Baptist Church Abertillery

Received — it was agreed that ClIr. Tippings would attend on behalf of the Town Council in

view of the predicted numbers that were expected.

7) A James Tredegar Orpheus

Celebrity concert Starring John Owen Jones
Received. Members to respond individually — it was noted by the Mayor that the date of 27"
April was also the date of a Ball being held at Bedwellty House on behalf of his Mayor’s
Appeal.

8) Cadw Re: - Grant application agreed to contribute £2628 NB Also have £2500
from the War Memorials Trust to go towards the cost of £17028.90p
Received. It was agreed to write to CADW to seek further funding.

9) Karin Lamb Re:- Local development plan examination the inspector has required the

Town Centre Manager  council to review its (SPG) on how it deals with hot food takeaways and
public houses in our town centres. Thursday 10" January 2012 at 5.45pm
in the Talisman public House on Market Square Brynmawr

Received. Members were not happy that this meeting was being held in a Public House and

instructed the Clerk to advise this to the Town Centre Manager, however it was agreed to send

the Deputy Mayor.

10) Sylvia Basset Re: - Complaint regarding the Christmas lights or Lack of!!
Received. It was agreed to respond to Mrs Basset explaining the problems experienced and
giving her more details of the work carried out and the ongoing situation.

221) PUBLICATIONS

BGCBC Road works report week ending 14.12.12; BGCBC Connect magazine; Ville D’Orvault le
cens pratique December 2012: Brecon Beacons National Park Authority Re: - Joint Area Advisory
Forum: The Green Valleys Autumn Newsletter 2012. NB Copied to ClIr K. Hayden re Micro Hydro
Development NB IT WAS AGREED BY MEMBERS TO INVITE THIS GROUP TO GIVE A
PRESENTATION ON HYDRO POWER

AVAILABLE FOR ALL MEMBERS

222) AGENDA

BGCBC Democratic Services Committee Tuesday 18" December 2012 at 9.30am Council Chamber,
Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; BGCBC Regeneration & Environment Scrutiny Committee Monday 17"
December 2012 POSTPONED; BGCBC Special Regeneration & Environment Scrutiny Committee
Tuesday 18" December 2012 at 2pm Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; BGCBC
Education & Leisure Scrutiny Committee Wednesday 12" December 2012 at 2pm Council



Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Aneurin Bevan Community Health Council Blaenau Gwent
Area Committee Meeting Wednesday 12" December 2012 at 5.30pm Raglan House, Llantarnam
Business Park, Cwmbran; Blaenau Gwent Heritage Forum Thursday 20" December 2012 at 9.30am
Tredegar Library (copied to Clir Willis); BGCBC Ordinary Meeting of the Council Thursday 20"
December 2012 at 2pm Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Executive Meeting Wednesday
19™ December 2012 at 11am Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Democratic Services
Committee Tuesday 18™ December 2012 at 9.30am Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale.
AVAILABLE FOR ALL MEMBERS

223) Planning:
a) To consider an Officer’s Report (if received)

b) To consider Planning Applications submitted for Council’s observations

App No Applicant Proposal
2012/0455 Mr J Holloway External wall insulation and render to
54 Scwrfa Road, Tredegar solid walls (Retention)

No objections

2012/0464 Mr M Edwards Demolish, by hand, brick detached
12a Queen Victoria Street, cottage to level area for access for 2
building plots

No objections

c¢) To consider other planning matters - NONE

224) Delegates: To receive and consider reports from Delegates to Outside Bodies and the
recommendations of Sub-Committees/working Parties.

I Tredegar Twinning — Discussions around the Xmas party, youth exchange programme and

date of the Mayor’s visit to Orvault

ii. School Governing Bodies
St. Joseph’s — looking for a Deputy Head
Bryn Bach Primary — welcomed Cllr. Smith as Governor and had enjoyable Xmas
concerts.
Georgetown Primary — Concerts here well attended too.

iii. Citizens Advice Bureaux — it was noted that this service was available on Tuesdays in
Tredegar.

iv. Communities First Board — It was noted that their bid had been approved with great relief
all round, and more posts had been approved. The bid had been considered exceptional.

v.  Tredegar Crime Prevention Panel — Members noted the OWL e-mail service and advised
all Members that there had been a number of break-ins on the weekend in the Ashvale area
—also that a great deal of damage had been caused in Queen Street asking for anyone with
any information to go to the Police.

vi.  Tredegar Business Forum — Members congratulated the Forum and the Town centre
Manager on the Christmas event. Some Members expressed concerns relating to the way
the road had been closed and also at the cost of some of the rides.



225) Matters of Local Interest or Concern

1) It was noted by Members that the New Commissioner of Police and his Deputy were very
interested in supporting the film being made regarding drug taking, and also that the film was being
supported by Caerphilly County Borough Council — this was welcomed by all.

2) The Leader reported that Fr John Davis had lost his mother and it was agreed to send our
condolences.

3) A Member reported a meeting with the Commissioner for Older People and expressed
satisfaction. He also reported that she was willing to make a presentation to Council.

4) Congratulations were given to the BG Heritage Forum for their input into a BBC film on Aneurin
Bevan that had been shown the previous night with lots of new footage.

5) Member expressed dismay at comments made by the Education Minister at the Welsh Assembly
and had urged our AM to strongly disagree.

6) A Member put forward Ms Megan Thomas who had recently won her Welsh Netball Cap.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.10pm.

Chair




