
TREDEGAR TOWN COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Council held in the Council Chamber at Bedwellty House on 

Wednesday 16th May 2012 at 6pm 
 

Present: Councillor B. Willis 
    A. Cotton 

     A. Tippings 
    H. Trollope 

     G. Bowen-Knight 
     S. Trollope 
     M. O’Sullivan 
     D. Rowberry 
     R. Thomas 
     H. Woolf 
     D. Howells 
     J. Morgan 
     P. Prosser 
     T. Smith  
     O. Price 
      
   

In attendance:  Ms. C.M. Keane – Town Clerk 
 Also Present:    Invited guests.     

 
The Mayor welcomed Members and guests  
 
1) Apologies:  Cllrs. M. Cross, G. Badham, R. Thomas and T. Gregory  
 
 
2) Thanks and Appreciation by Cllr. B.Willis, Mayor 2011 – 2012. 
 
The Mayor expressed his thanks for the support of his fellow Members and the sponsors of all 
the prizes for his very special charity, The Alzheimers Society. He singled out some who had 
made very special contributions Mr. Malcolm Higgs and Barclays Bank for the Quiz Wizards 
competition, Tredegar & Rhymney Golf Club, the Moose, Jim Davies and Ron Skinner. He 
then went on to thank Saron Chapel and the Rev Mike Shepherd. Very special thanks were 
reserved for his daughter Kym, who had acted as his consort throughout the year. 
 
In the absence of the Leader the Deputy Leader extended thanks to Cllr. Willis who had been 
an excellent Mayor going beyond and above the call of duty. He and his consort had 
represented Tredegar Town Council in the best possible way. 
 
 
3) To Elect a Mayor to serve until the Annual Meeting of Council 2013. 
 
Cllr. Andrew Cotton was nominated and seconded for the role as Mayor. As one of the younger 
Members he had been loyal and hardworking and was a breath of fresh air –as well as being the star 
of the Quiz Wizards team this year! There being no other nominations, Cllr. Cotton was 
unanimously elected to the post of Mayor by a show of hands. 



The Mayoral chain was then transferred from Cllr. Willis to Cllr. Cotton by Kym Lewis and the new 
Mayor took his seat. 
 
 
4) Declaration of Acceptance of Office by the incoming Mayor. 
The Mayor duly read and signed the declaration of Office and it was witnessed by the Clerk 
 
 
5) To receive any communication the Mayor may wish to lay before Council. 
Thanking everyone for being elected the Mayor went on to outline details of his chosen charity for 
his year of Office – The John Hartson Foundation – set up by the footballer after suffering from 
testicular cancer – something that strikes men aged between 15-44 and if caught early enough is 90% 
curable.  
 
 
6) To Elect a Deputy Mayor to serve until the Annual Meeting of Council 2013. 
Cllr. Hywel Woolf was nominated and seconded for the role of Deputy Mayor. He too was described 
as a breath of fresh air, supporting Council events throughout the year. Members commented that it 
was refreshing seeing youngsters coming in to take up the challenge and that he had the confidence 
of the Members. There being no other nominations, Cllr. Woolf was unanimously elected as Deputy 
Mayor by a show of hands. 
 
The Chain of Office was transferred to Councillor Woolf who then read and signed the Declaration 
of Acceptance of Office – stating that he had “big shoes to fill” – the Declaration was witnessed by 
the Clerk. 
 
 
7) To Elect a Member as Leader of Council until the Annual Meeting of Council 2013. 
Councillor Malcolm Cross was proposed and seconded as Leader in his absence. He was described 
as having a positive attitude and as a strong Leader had enhanced the Council. He was unanimously 
elected as Leader by a show of hands. 
 
 
8) To Elect a Member as Deputy Leader of Council until the Annual Meeting of Council 2013. 
Councillor Alyson Tippings was proposed and seconded as Deputy Leader. Described as still 
bubbling with enthusiasm the Council was in safe hands in the absence of the Leader.  
She was unanimously elected as Deputy Leader by a show of hands. Thanking her colleagues she 
relayed a message from the Leader sending his best wishes for the evening having taken a well 
earned break after a long and successful season of campaigning. 
 
 
9) To approve that the Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Leader and Deputy Leader are ex-officio 
members of all Council Committees and sub-committees with voting rights. 
This was agreed unanimously 
 
 
10) To receive and confirm the Standing Orders of Tredegar Town Council. 
This was agreed unanimously as approved by the previous administration. 
 
 
11) To receive and confirm the Financial Regulations of Tredegar Town Council. 
This was agreed unanimously as approved by the previous administration by a show of hands.  



12) To appoint Barclays Bank plc as the Council’s Bankers (existing) 
This was agreed unanimously as approved by the previous administration by a show of hands. 
 
 
13) To Authorise the Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Leader and Deputy Leader of Council with the 
Clerk and RFO to sign cheques on behalf of Tredegar Town Council. 
This was agreed unanimously as approved by the previous administration by a show of hands. 
 
 
14) To consider any Urgent correspondence:- 
  
1)  K. Lamb (BGCBC) Re: Tredegar Jubilympics Day – asking if Council would open the Clock 
     Tredegar Town  as part of the event & would Council like a gazebo to advertise our  
     Centre Manager events & would we be putting up any bunting for the Jubilee. 
The Manager had previously been advised that bunting would not be put up – the main problem 
being the cost of having it put up and taken down, and there had been no allowance in the budget for 
this. It was agreed to open the Clock from 10am until noon - but that this would be totally dependent 
on sufficient manpower (at least six) being available from the Town Council to open it in a safe and 
proper manner. It was noted that a number of the newer younger Members were fully employed and 
might find this difficult. 
 
2) Tredegar Business Forum 
  Request to reconsider opening the Clock on 6.6.12 as part of the Town  
  Event.  Normal procedure would be to raise this type of request with the  
  T.C. representatives at the Forum meetings instead of writing but  
  unfortunately one representative has only been able to attend once so  
  far and the other representative has not attended as of yet. 
This had already been considered with the above and agreed subject to sufficient manpower. A new 
representative had been nominated. 
 
 
15) To consider any Urgent Planning Applications    
                

App No  Applicant    Proposal 
 
 2012/0105   Mr N Richards Telescopic glazed enclosure over the  
  7 Coach Bach, Tredegar existing swimming pool 
   NO OBJECTIONS 
   
                                                 
16) To set the Mayor’s Allowance (£1050) and to authorise payment of the allowance 
This was agreed unanimously by a show of hands. 
 
 
17) To appoint a Civic Committee (all Members of Council) 
Agreed unanimously. 
 
 
18) To appoint a Performance Review Committee to meet quarterly (all Members of Council) 
Agreed unanimously. 
 
 



19. To Confirm the following sub-committees and to appoint Members to serve on  
 them until the Annual Meeting of Council 2013. 
 
a. Civic Sub-committee  

Cllrs.  M. Cross – Leader (Chair)    
  A. E. Tippings – Dep. Leader    
  A. Cotton– Mayor    
  H. Woolf – Dep. Mayor    
             R. W. Thomas      
               D. Rowberry      
  D. Howells        
  H. Trollope    
    

b. Events Sub-Committ 
Cllrs. A. Cotton – Mayor(Chair) 

A. Tippings – Dep Leader 
M. Cross – Leader 

              H. Woolf – Dep. Mayor 
          G. Badham 
              H. Trollope 
             T. Gregory 
              T. Smith 
            O. Price 

 
c. Heritage Sub-Committee (encompassing Bedwellty House and Park, the Assembly  
 Room Picture Gallery, Tredegar War Memorials and Tredegar Town Clock) With  
 plenary powers up to £500. 

 Cllrs. A. Tippings – Dep. Leader(Chair) 
  M. Cross – Leader 
  A. Cotton - Mayor 
                  H. Woolf – Dep. Mayor 
  J. Morgan       
  D. Howells      
                  S. Trollope      
                  D. Rowberry      
                  P. Prosser      
  B. Willis 

 
d. Finance & Staffing Sub-committee 

 Cllrs.     H. Trollope (Chair) 
  A. E. Tippings – Dep. Leader    
  A. Cotton - Mayor 
  H. Woolf – Dep. Mayor 
  M. Cross – Leader  
                  D. Rowberry      

  D. Howells      
  O. Price 

  M. O’Sullivan 
 
 
 
 



e. Appeals Committee 
 Cllrs. R. Thomas (Chair) 

  T. Smith 
             P. Prosser      
                  G. Bowen-Knight    

  T. Gregory      
  G. Badham 
  S. Trollope      
  J. Morgan      

  B. Willis 
 
f. Policy Sub-Committee- All Members of Council  

Chair the Mayor       
 
g. Community, Youth and International Sub-committee 

 Cllrs.  M. Cross – Leader     
  A. E. Tippings – Dep. Leader    
  A. Cotton – Mayor     
  H. Woolf – Dep. Mayor    
  D. Rowberry      
  O. Price 
  T. Gregory      
  G. Badham 
  J. Morgan      
  S. Trollope      

 
h. To appoint Members to represent Tredegar Town Council on the Bedwellty Park  
 Management Board with Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council. 

 Cllrs. M. Cross 
   J. Morgan  
   D. Rowberry (Reserve)    

 
The Chair of Committees and Sub-committee to be elected at the first Meeting of that 
Committee/Sub-Committee and to serve until the Annual Meeting of Council 2013. 

 
 

20. To confirm the appointment of Mr C James as the Internal Auditor until the Annual 
Meeting of Council 2013. 
Confirmed and agreed unanimously. 
 
 
21. To appoint Members to serve on the following outside bodies: 

 
i) Joint Committee of Local Councils/Consultation with Town & Community Councils Committee 

Cllrs.  M. Cross 
  A. Cotton – Mayor 
  M. O’Sullivan   
 B. Willis 
 The Clerk     

  
 



ii) Gwent Valleys One Voice Wales Two Members and a Reserve to represent Tredegar Town 
Council (Blaenau Gwent & Torfaen), together with the Clerk 

Cllrs.  M. Cross – Leader    
M. W. O’Sullivan    

   B. Willis 
The Clerk     

 
iii) Tredegar Twinning 

Cllrs. D. Rowberry     
A. Tippings     
A. Cotton     
H. Woolf      

 
iv) School Governing Bodies 

Bryn Bach – Cllr. D. Howells     
Georgetown – Cllr. J. Morgan 
Deighton – Cllr. S. Trollope     
St. Joseph’s – Cllr. M. W. O’Sullivan   
Glanhowy Infants & Juniors – Cllr. M.O’Sullivan   

  
v) Blaenau Gwent Council for the Disabled 

 Cllrs. H. Trollope     
  S. Trollope     
  G. Bowen-Knight 

   B. Willis     
 

vi) Parc Bryn Bach Management Committee 
             Cllrs.  M. Cross – Leader    

                  R. W. Thomas     
  J. C. Morgan     
  P. Prosser     
  M. O’Sullivan 

   T. Gregory (Reserve)   
 
vii) Tredegar Youth Café   

 Cllr. G. Bowen-Knight  
 
viii) Blaenau Gwent CAB 

 Cllrs. H. Trollope 
T. Smith 

  D. Howells (Reserve) 
 

ix) Communities First Board 
 Cllrs.  D. W. A. Howells    
   D. Rowberry 

 
 x) Tredegar Crime Prevention Panel 

 Cllr. R. W. Thomas 
 
xi) Tredegar Business Forum 

 Cllrs.  T. Smith 
  G. Bowen-Knight    



xii) Blaenau Gwent Regeneration Forum 
 Cllr. J. Morgan 
 
xiii) Blaenau Gwent Heritage Forum 

 Cllrs.  P. Prosser     
  B. Willis     

 
xiv) Blaenau Gwent HARPS Project  
 Cllr. J. Morgan 
 
xv) Tredegar Heritage 
 Cllrs. A. Tippings     

J. Morgan     
P. Prosser     
D. Howells     
M. O’Sullivan (Reserve) 

   R. Thomas (Reserve) 
 
xvi) One Voice Wales 
 Cllr. M. Cross 
 
 
22. To agree the presentation of the Aneurin Bevan Prize, in conjunction with Tredegar 
Comprehensive School 
It was agreed to present the prize to the best student in a science subject, previously also this student 
had gone on to study medicine. 

 
 

23. To confirm the pattern and timings of Meetings of Council. 
Confirmed as in Standing Orders. 
 
As a sign of appreciation a bouquet of flowers was presented by the incoming Mayor Cllr. Cotton to 
Mrs Kym Lewis the outgoing consort and also the Deputy Mayor Cllr Woolf presented a bouquet to 
Hannah Williams, Cllr. Cottons Consort for the year. 
 
The Meeting closed with the Mayor inviting everyone to the celebration and official launch of his 
Appeal for The John Hartson Foundation in the Carriage Room. 
 
 
   _______________________ Chair 
 


