
TREDEGAR TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Civic Committee Meeting of Council held in the Council Chamber, Bedwellty 
House on Wednesday 6th February 2013 at 6pm.  

 
Present: Councillors  A. Cotton 

T. Smith 
    M. Cross 
    A Tippings, 
    H.  Trollope 
    D. Rowberry 
    R. Thomas 
    D. Howells 
    P. Prosser 
    M. O’Sullivan 
  
In Attendance:  Ms. C M. Keane – Town Clerk 
    Mrs. A. Jones – RFO 
 
Also present:   Members of the press 
 
 
265) Apologies:  Cllrs T. Gregory, G. Bowen-Knight and O. Price 
 
 
266) To receive the verbal report of the Civic Sub Committee held on 6th February 2013 and to 
receive recommendations 
The verbal report of the Sub Committee was received and it was recommended that a grant be made 
to Bedwellty House and Park in the sum of £210 (plus VAT) to purchase a community notice board 
which would feature a plaque stating that it had been donated by Council. 
It was further recommended that a grant of £200 be made to Ystrad Deri Community Centre for 
purchase of storage units. Members commended the lady from the Centre Mrs. Julie Jones for her 
long service to the community. 
 
It was noted by the RFO that financial assistance Project Forms had been completed and returned by 
the following organisation: Peacehaven Tenants and Residents, Tredegar History and Archive 
Society and Tredegar Methodist Church. 
 
267) Cultural and Sporting Grants (under the provision of the Local Govt. Miscellaneous  
Provision Act 1976 s.19 and Local Government Act 1972 s.137 
 
British Red Cross – it was agreed to recommend a grant for £100.00 
 
Bedwellty Park Ladies Bowls – it was agreed to recommend a grant for £200.00 
 
Cllr. Tippings declared an interest in the following item and took no part in the discussions or voting 
thereon. 
Tredegar Christians Together – it was agreed to recommend a grant for £200.00 
 
 



Cllr. Rowberry declared an interest in the following item and took no part in the discussions or 
voting thereon. 
Tredegar Youth Café – it was agreed to recommend a grant for £200.00 
 
Grants to Churches and Chapels 
None received. 
 
 
268) To consider the proposals to review the Planning System by Welsh Government. 
It was noted by Members that this was still out for consultation. It was agreed that any changes 
which gave Planning Enforcement Officers more powers should be welcomed. 
 
 
269) To receive the report of the Independent Remuneration Panel for Wale regarding 
allowances and to receive the report of the Clerk. 
Deferred to Finance Committee 
 
 
270) To consider the co-option of a Member for the Georgetown Ward. 
Deferred. 
 
 
271) Planning:- 
a)   To consider an Officer’s Report  
b)   To consider Planning Applications submitted for Council’s observations 
 
Cllr A Tippings declared an interest in the following and took no part in the discussion or voting 
thereon. 
The following four planning applications are for the installation of stainless steel figures 
representing historical people of Tredegar as part of the Homfray Trail:-  
 
 2013/0049  BGCBC 3 stainless steel figures – John Jones, 
   Civic Centre Collier Mawr/Collier Boy/Thomas Ellis,  
    Chief  Engineer of Tredegar Iron  
    Company – Yard Level & Car Park,  
    Gwent Way, Tredegar 
No Objections 
 
 2013/0050 BGCBC 1 stainless steel figure a female patches 
  Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale worker – grass verge between  
   Commercial Street and Gwent Way 
No Objections 
 
 2013/0051 BGCBC 1 stainless steel figure – John Rees 
  Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale (Jack the Fifer) Chartist – next to  
   Chartist plaque monument, St Lukes  
   Road 
No Objections 
 
 
 
 



 2013/0052  BGCBC  1 stainless steel figure – Philip Gordon 
  Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale Weekes, Mining Engineer – verge  
   adjacent to Crown roundabout, St Lukes  
   Road. 
No Objections 
Queries were raised about the selection of the people to be portrayed and further information was 
requested. 
 
c)  To consider other planning matters. 
 
 
272) CORRESPONDENCE 
 
1)  BGCBC (a) Re: Deployable CCTV Camera, Tafarn Ty Uchaf Trefil 
  (i) Ms Havard – Council’s letter has been passed to Ms Hunt who deals  
  with these requests. Normal procedure is that she will request a schedule  
  of incidents from the Police to build up a case/picture of events occurring  
  within the area. There are currently no deployable cameras available and if  
  it is necessary to purchase a one the approximate cost with infrastructure  
  would be in the region of  £20,000. 
  (ii) H. Hunt - Unable to offer a deployable CCTV camera for the area –  
  copied to Sirhowy Ward Members & Cllr Price. 
Both received. However it was felt that both departments had missed the point. Clarification was 
made once again that the raised barrier be used in conjunction with a mobile CCTC camera to record 
photographic evidence of people who were illicitly dumping and driving off road etc. It was noted 
once again that it was a bridleway and the Clerk was instructed to check if it was a private road. 
 
 (b) Bedwellty Park Management Board meeting rescheduled for Wednesday  
  13th February 2013 at 5pm Learning Centre, Bedwellty House/Park. 
Noted 
 
Cllrs Cross, Rowberry and Willis declared an interest in item c and d and took no part in the 
discussions or voting thereon. 
 (c) Mr S Jones Re: Gambling Act 2005 – Statement of Licensing Policy. New  
  policy has now been published and takes effect from 31.1.13. 
 
 (d) (i) Licensing Applications lists week ending 11.1.13. 
  (ii) Licensing Applications lists week ending 25.1.13. 
  (iii) Licensing Applications lists week ending 1.2.13. 
Received and noted. 
 
2) One Voice Wales 
 (a) Larger Councils Conference 23.1.13, Chief Executives Report and  
  Memorandum of Understanding. 
Noted 
 
 (b) Community Engagement Training – request for confirmation of the  
  number of Members attending the course on 21.2.13 at cost of £20 each –  
  Christine has emailed Members. 
Confirmed that Cllrs Price and Smith would be attending. 
 
 



 (c) Local Government (Democracy) Wales Bill – Consultation response form, 
  complete and return by 31.3.13 to National Assembly for Wales. 
Received 
 
 (d) Update on training for Larger Councils Committee Members. 
Received 
 
 (e) Public Appointments in Wales – Appointment of Vice Chairs for Aneurin  
  Bevan Health Board/Cardiff & Vale University Health Board and  
  appointment of Independent Members to Cardiff & Vale University  
  Health Board. 
Received 
 
 (f) (i) Websites for Town & Community Councils – The letter issued by the  
  Welsh Government with regards to the £1.25m funding which will be  
  available to support Community and Town Councils has been sent out.   
  One Voice Wales are currently working with the Welsh Government on  
  how this funding will be best administered and distributed.  Therefore  
  please do not contact your principal councils until these proposals have  
  been finalised. 
  (ii) Welsh Government – letter Re: Websites for Town & Community  
  Councils – releasing funds to principal councils (£500 per Community  
  Council) which can be accessed by Community Councils to establish a  
  website. 
Received It was suggested that we contact One Voice Wales to see if the money could be used for 
upgrading  our current web-site. 
 
3) Cadw  Increased offer of £4257 (maximum amount) grant towards the War  
  Memorial renovation. 
Received. The Leader thanked the Deputy Leader for initiating the enquiry. It was agreed to write 
and thank CADW. 
  
4) Peter Morgan-Jones 
 (a) Giving details of proposed launch event of Bert Westacott’s publication. 
 
 (b) Confirming the event would be a Council event. 
Noted. The details to be confirmed by the Events Committee. 
 
5) Mrs Joyce Williams  Re:- Presentation Evening for Mr Glyn Williams. Thanks for the letter of  
  condolences. Glyn was honoured to receive the award presented by TTC  
  and Mrs Williams would gladly accept a  photograph of the evening. 
Received. It was noted that the honour had been mentioned at his funeral. 
 
6) Cllr Price  Copy of invitation which she has received to the launch event of “Get  
  Blaenau Gwent Online” Monday 25.2.13 10am-midday at Tredegar  
  Library. 
Received 
 
Cllr Tippings declared an interest in the following and took no part in the discussion or voting 
thereon. 
7) Cllr Tippings  Participating in “February Flush Fundraiser” – each time you flush the  loo  
  during the month of February donate a minimum of 20p towards the  



  appeal for an East African Village School. If you do not want to take part  
  for the full month please consider putting some 20ps in a jar and donate  
  them at the end of the month. 
All Members were encouraged to make a donation to Cllr. Tippings. 
 
8) L. Downer  Email JCLC Agenda 4th March 2013 at 6.30pm Town Council Office, Orchard  
  Street, Brynmawr – copied for relevant Members 
Received 
 
9) Tredegar Twinning Association 
  Dates of meetings for 2013 at Bedwellty House – copied to relevant  
  Members. 
Received. It was noted by Members that the Chairman Mr Ken Price was to step down. It was 
further noted that there were still places available on the trip to Orvault. It was also noted that the 
Deputy Leader and Deputy Mayor had visited the Tredegar Quilting Circle and been presented with 
the Quilt for Orvault and the Circle were commended on their work and generosity. NB It will be 
necessary to purchase a broom handle for display. The Deputy Mayor and Deputy Leader were 
thanked for attending. 
 
10) Kidney Wales Foundation 
  Walk For Life Sunday 24th March 2013 fundraising pack. 
Received – details to Deputy Mayor. 
 
11) Mr G Young Tredegar Town Band – request to meet Council to discuss funding and  
  possible events/activities that can be done together. 
Received. It was agreed to meet and discuss possibilities. 
 
12) Transitions Counselling 
  They are aware that there appears to be some confusion over what the  
  service provides and therefore has decided to make presentations to a wide  
  range of partners in the area to promote their service and provide  
  information. 
Received. It was agreed to meet with them at the next available opportunity. 
 
13) Brecon Beacons National Park Authority 
  List of Spring 2013 Ambassador Courses. 
Received. 
 
14) Ivor Beynon Re:- Blaenau Gwent Chartist and Historical Society. Have received  
  £10,000 from the Heritage Lottery Fund All Our Stories grant.  Would be  
  grateful to meet with Council and any other interested individuals to  
  discuss how they could work together to benefit the community.  
Received and Noted 
 
15) GAVO   
 (a) Information on the forthcoming 211 (South Wales) Battery Open days  
  19th-20th February 2013at 104th Regiment Royal Artillery, Abertillery. 
 
 (b) Welfare Reform Invitation from Diverse Cymru & Wales TUC –  
  Launch event at The Senedd on Friday 8th February 2013 10am-12pm. 
Both Received. Members to attend if possible. 
 



273) PUBLICATIONS 
BGCBC road works report week ending 25.1.13 & 1.2.13; Ville D’Orvault Borderau d’envoi Press 
cuttings December 2012; Running Imp 25th Anniversary Edition Catalogue; BGCBC Road works 
report week ending 8.2.13; Communi Corp Local Councils Update Jan/Feb 2013 Issue 159; Brecon 
Beacons National Park Authority Free training courses for Spring 2012 brochure; Brecon Beacons 
National Park Unconfirmed Minutes of the 7th BBNP Local Access Forum Meeting 10.10.12; 
GAVO Link to BGVSN January 2013 Newsletter Edition 2;  GAVO Welcome Reform Conference 
pack 4.12.13 and feedback from event. 
 
 
274) AGENDA 
Consultation with Town/Community Councils Thursday 17.1.13 at 2.30pm Council Chamber, Civic 
Centre, Ebbw Vale – CANCELLED; Education & Leisure Scrutiny Committee Wednesday 23rd 
January 2013 at 2pm Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Tredegar Business Forum 
Meeting 28.1.13 at Restaurant Europa at 5.30pm; Consultation with Town/Community Councils 
rescheduled meeting now on Thursday 21st February 2013 at 2.30pm Council Chamber, Civic 
Centre, Ebbw Vale – Copied to relevant Members; Audit Committee Tuesday 29th January 2013 at 
2.30pm Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Regeneration & Environment Scrutiny 
Committee Thursday 31st January 2013 at 4pm Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; 
Regeneration & Environment Scrutiny Committee Thursday 31st January 2013 at 4pm Council 
Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale – additional agenda items; Education & Leisure Scrutiny 
Committee Wednesday 29th January 2013 – POSTPONED; Special Joint Scrutiny Committees 
Monday 28th January 2013 at 3pm Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Executive 
Committee Wednesday 30th January 2013 at 11am Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; 
Special Meeting of Council Wednesday 30th January 2013 at 2pm Council Chamber, Civic Centre, 
Ebbw Vale; Special Executive (Budget Monitoring) – Advance notice of meeting Wednesday 13th 
February 2013 at 11am Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Licensing Committee Tuesday 
5th February 2013 at 11am Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Advance notice of 
Corporate Overview Scrutiny Committee meeting Monday 11th March 2013 at 2pm Council 
Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Planning Committee Thursday 7th February 2013 at 2pm – 
CANCELLED. 
 
 
275)  Matters concerning Bedwellty House and Park 
Members and the Clerk expressed disappointment at the lack of progress regarding the artefacts and 
proposed works around the War Memorial. It was agreed to agenda a meeting with the House 
Manager as soon as possible.  
 
 
276) Matters of Local Interest and concern  
The Mayor made mention of two events taking place for his Mayor’s Appeal – 17th February the 
Talk with John Hartson which also featured food, a raffle and a comedian for £25 and also the 
Mayors Ball on 27th April 2013 also £25 with three course meal and music by Chris Summerill and 
the Hurricanes. 
 
 
277) To set up a task and finish group to refurbish the Mayor’s Parlour.  
It was agreed that the group would consist of the Mayor, Deputy Mayor Leader and Deputy Leader 
would form the Group. 
 
 
 



278) To set up a task and finish group to select updated Civic gifts. 
It was agreed that the group would consist of the Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Leader and Deputy Leader 
together will Cllr. Woolf who had already expressed interest would form the Group. 
 
There being no other business the Meeting closed at 7.35 pm 
 
   ___________________________ Chair 
 


