
TREDEGAR TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Civic Meeting of Council held in the Council Chamber, Bedwellty House on 
Wednesday 7th November 2012 at 6.30 p.m.  

 
Present: Councillors  A. Cotton 
    M. Cross 

A Tippings  
H. Trollope 
S. Trollope    

    M. O’ Sullivan 
    T. Smith   
    B. Willis 
    D. Rowberry 
    P. Prosser 
    D. Howells 
     
In Attendance:  Mrs A Jones – RFO 
 
Meeting commenced at 6.40pm. 
 
170) Apologies:    Cllrs G. Bowen-Knight, O. Price, R. Thomas, J. Morgan and  

H. Woolf. 
 
 
171) To receive a presentation from Welsh Water on scheduled works for Shon Sheffrey 
Reservoir. 
 
Members of Tredegar Angling Club were in attendance for the presentation. 
 
The Mayor welcomed Mr David Taylor, Water Asset Manager, and Mr Richard Terrell, Supervising 
Engineer, from Welsh Water. 
 
Mr Taylor began the presentation by outlining the requirements of the 1975 Reservoir Act which 
gives guidelines on regular surveillance and monitoring to limit risks relating to water treatment.  
The Act requires Inspection Engineers to undertake inspections on reservoirs every ten years and for 
them to make recommendations for any remedial works necessary.  A deadline will be set by which 
these remedial works are to be completed.  The Act also requires a Supervising Engineer to 
undertake site visits two to three times each year. 
Mr Terrell continued the presentation by explaining his role as the Supervising Engineer for Shon 
Sheffrey and that he is legally responsible for the safety of the reservoir.  He continued with a brief 
history on Shon Sheffrey; originally built 1896, holds 339,000m3 of water, and supplies water to 
Nantybwch Water Treatment Works. 
Mr Terrell explained that investigation works have taken place to identify and possible issues.  At 
this point he highlighted the fact that the dam/reservoir is completely safe and secure. 
The issues they are concerned with is the effect of a Probable Maximum Flood (PMF) and leaks.  It 
was pointed out that simply nine inches of rain in twenty four hours could cause a PMF and it is 
therefore necessary to safeguard against dam overtopping and maintain/improve spillway capacity.  
By using a laser survey to build a 3D model it was possible to determine that in PMF conditions the 
water level would raise three metres about the spillway level thus causing erosion of the dam. 



All dams will leak but concern is about the amount it is leaking.  Therefore an American company, 
Willowstick, were commissioned to complete a survey.  This not only showed up the leaks they were 
already aware of and treating but highlighted other leaks.  Any leakage can track back to the dam 
causing it damage and this is why work is being undertaken now. 
The planned works are to use target grout to fill in the leaks; to replace the weir with a new labyrinth 
weir; rebuild the spillway slightly realigning it to give it a better flow; and to replace pipework in the 
tower and part of the tunnel. 
Mr Terrell pointed out that it will be necessary to empty the reservoir to complete the planned works 
and to be able to remove debris, seen by a camera, at the base of the shaft.  As this reservoir is one of 
the fastest filling, rises 5.5m in twenty two hours, it will be a Health & Safety issue for staff and they 
need to safeguard staff and the works. 
Welsh Water are working together with environmental/local biodiversity offices and surveys are 
being done at present.  The fish currently in the reservoir will be relocated into an environmental 
pond sited at the head of the reservoir. 
 
Members were invited to ask questions. 
Cllrs Rowberry and Willis declared an interest in the following item and took no part in the 
discussions or voting thereon. 

• Timescale of the works? – Work to be undertaken all next Summer. 
• Anticipated problems with people accessing the site? – The site will be securely boarded off 

and have on-site security to prevent unauthorised access. 
• Has the possible weather conditions experienced here been accounted for? – The local 

weather conditions have been taken into consideration and that is why it is necessary to 
empty the reservoir to complete the works. 

• Will you be using local labour? – This will depend on the contractor who does the job.  
However the grouting work is specialist work only. 

• Will the Angling Club be able to continue fishing? – A net will be dragged or if necessary 
stun the fish to catch them and they will be put into a pond to save them.  With regards to 
being able to fish, again this will be the contractor’s decision but it is very doubtful that it 
will be allowed due to Health & Safety regulations. 

• Will there be any reimbursement or benefit given to the Anglers for the inconvenience? – 
They will repair pot holes on the road between the two bridges but are unable to renew it as 
they do not own it.  They will renew the road that his their property. 

A Member suggested contacting the Rights of Way Officer who may be happy for Welsh Water 
to repair the bridge but Mr Terrell said they have had past problems with similar cases because 
the land is actually owned by a third party.  However he did agree to look into this matter but 
could not offer a promise it could be done. 
• Plans in place to avoid/deal with any oil spillages? – The contractor will have their own 

policies but they will also be monitored by Welsh Water to make sure they are following 
procedures.  Welsh Water operate a zero tolerance regarding failing to follow set procedures. 

• Have you had meetings with the Angling Club? – Meetings will be had with them now that 
the final plans have been set.  There will be no annual fee charged to the Angling Club for 
next year and lease will be temporarily frozen. 

A Member once again raised the matter of compensation for the Angling Club due to the 
inconvenience being caused to them.  Mr Terrell agreed to take this request back to Welsh Water but 
he mentioned that it would be more likely that they could consider doing something around the 
facility for the Club rather than reimbursement being offered.  Another Member suggested they 
looked at better disabled access for the Club. 
 
Both Mr Taylor and Mr Terrell were thanked for the easy to understand presentation and they left 
the Meeting. 
 



The members of Tredegar Angling Club left the meeting. 
 
 
172) To receive a verbal report from the Events Sub-Committee. 

• Cairn Memorial - The arrangements for the visit on Saturday 10th November 2012 were 
detailed to Members and it was noted there is interest from BBC, ITV and S4C about filming 
the visit.  Council approved light refreshments of tea/coffee and bacon roll to follow the visit 
at The Top House, Trefil. 

• Armistice Sunday – The arrangements for this event was outlined for Members and it was 
confirmed all the necessary items were in place.  It was noted that there is concerns about the 
condition of the road in Commercial Street and those participating in the Parade will be 
advised beforehand to take care.  Thanks had also been received from the RBL and members 
of the public who had visited the poppy shop for the excellent renovation of the War 
Memorial. 
Cllr Rowberry expressed her apologies for not being able to attend the Armistice  
Service on Sunday. 

• Xmas Lights – Dan Lydiate has agreed to switch on the lights this year.  The RFO is to 
confirm the lorry and sleigh are booked and also to enquiry whether Now & Then are 
available to perform this year. 
The festive lighting is in place except for a few minor issues.  During a site visit on 2nd 
November 2012 with Gala Lights movement of some of the decorations were requested and 
these were detailed to Members with the additional cost that would be incurred for these 
movements.  Members were reminded that volunteers were required as stewards and to 
switch on lights so it was requested names are offered as soon as possible as a firm 
commitment.  It needs to be confirmed that the electricity supply will be available from the 
baby clothes shop and Council need to approve the gazebo hire.  Andrea Williams is to be 
contacted to ask to compére the event. 

• Xmas Eve Visits – The bus, Tredegar Town Band and Tredegar Youth Café are booked.  The 
RFO is to write to the previous year’s homes and Ty Scott, Roderick Hill Court, Peacehaven 
Court and Maes-y-Derwen to arrange the visits. 
A Member requested that the office supplies copies of the song sheets for the visits and they 
also asked Members to try to attend this year. 

Council approved the light refreshments at the Top House following the Cairn visit and approved the 
additional costs for the adjustments to the festive lighting. 
 
 
173) To approve the received quotation for the Clock tulip spring planting. 
Council approved the quotation and requested the work to be done as quickly as possible. 
 
 
174) To discuss the offer of Community Engagement training from One Voice Wales. 
It was agreed to express interest in participating in this event to One Voice Wales and the RFO is to 
seek clarification on who would bear the cost of holding the event or whether it is included in the 
costing of the event. 
 
 
175) GRANTS 
Thanks received from Saron Congregational Church, Bobath Children’s Therapy Centre and 
Tredegar Angling Club. 
Completed Financial Assistance Project Form received from Re-Liance Bus Preservation Group and 
Blaenau Gwent Heritage Forum confirming grant used in full on the specified items. 
Received. 



Cultural and Sporting Grants (under the provision of the Local Govt. Miscellaneous  
Provision Act 1976 s.19 
 
Llangollen International Musical Eisteddfod – a grant of £50 was recommended. 
 
Blaenau Gwent Otters Swimming Club for the Disabled – a grant of £200 was recommended. 
 
Cllr Cotton declared an interest in the following item and took no part in the discussions or voting 
thereon. 
Time Banking Wales – a grant of £200 was recommended. 
 
Tredegar Ironsides RFC – a grant of £200 was recommended. 
 
Tredegar Junior Netball Club – a grant of £200 was recommended. 
 
Kidz R Us – a grant of £200 was recommended. 
 
Sportz R Us – a grant of £200 was recommended in principle. However Council wish to meet 
with the association to discuss their future setup and outline the conditions/guidelines which 
Council are following to permit a grant on this occasion; one off grant being awarded as a 
special project but for future applications this association must have s separate 
constitution/bank account. 
 
 
176) Grants to Churches and Chapels 
None received. 
 
Cllrs Rowberry and Willis declared an interest in the following item and took no part in the 
discussions or voting thereon. 
 
177) PLANNING 
 
a) OFFICERS REPORT 
None received. 
 
b) APPLICATIONS  
 

App No  Applicant    Proposal 
 
 2012/0327   Mr W David Erection of single wind turbine and  
  Infinite Renewables Ltd associated  transformer enclosure,  
  Number one Waterton Park Waldrons Commercials Unit 29  
  Bridgend Tafarnaubach Industrial Estate,  
   Tredegar 
Objections on the grounds of the adverse visual impact. 
Voting on this matter took place, Cllr Smith abstained from voting due to the fact he felt he 
had insufficient knowledge of wind turbines which prevents him from forming an opinion. 
 
 2012/0353   Mrs B Davies Remove existing front lounge  
  101 Gwent Way, Tredegar window and replace with bay  
   window, 101 Gwent Way 
No Objections. 



 
 2012/0357   Mr O Khan Proposed change of use of second  
  173 Longwood Gardens floor storage area to one 2 bedroom  
  Ilford, Essex flat, 10 Castle Street 
No Objections 
   
 2012/0364 E-On Energy Solutions C/O. Installation of external wall  
  RCA Regeneration Ltd, Unit 6 insulation 106 Cripps Avenue,  
  De Sallis Court, Hampton Lovett Tredegar  
  Droitwich 
No Objections 
 
  
c) Other Planning Matters 
None received. 
 
 
178) CORRESPONDENCE 
 
1)  BGCBC (a) Brinore Tramroad 
  (i)  F. Olding – The mound is not a scheduled ancient monument therefore  
  not legally protected.  Earth moving operations require planning  
  permission and he recently requested that development control issue a stop  
  notice on the works. Recommended contacting B. Toose for more  
  information 
Received.  A Member pointed out that a tree was recently cut down on site. 
  (ii) B. Toose – Not aware of any further works taking place and will  
  update us when he has further information. 
Received. 
 (b) Consultation Town Community Councils Meeting held 20th September  
  2012 – in response to an item raised at the above meeting attached is a  
  copy of the report regarding the Highways Improvement Capital Works  
  being discussed at the Regeneration & Environment Scrutiny Committee  
  meeting 8.11.12. 
Received.  Available for Members. 
 
 (c) 2013 Review of Parliamentary Constituencies in Wales - Revised  
  proposals now published by the Boundary Commission for Wales at  
  www.bcomm-wales.gov.uk 
Received. 
 (d) Alliance OGM, agenda and relevant documentation for the meeting  
  Friday 9th November 2012 at 10am, General offices, Steelworks Road,  
  Ebbw Vale.  
Received.  A Member confirmed that this was previously Coalfield Regenerations.  It was 
agreed that Cllr Morgan is to bring back a report to Council. 
 
Cllrs Cross, Rowberry and Willis declared an interest in the following item and took no part in the 
discussions or voting thereon. 
 (e) Weekly list of licensing applications week ending 26.10.12. 
Received. 
 
 

http://www.bcomm-wales.gov.uk/


2) One Voice Wales 
 (a) Climate Change Adaptation Project – secured funding to undertake a  
  project investigating the role of community & town councils in climate  
  change adaptation and progress to supply practical adaptation models that  
  councils can apply.  A survey will be sent to Councils shortly. 
Received. 
 (b) Re: Balloon & Chinese Lanterns – Keep Wales Tidy have submitted a  
  petition to the National Assembly on behalf of Cardiff Regional  
  Eco-Committee regarding concerns about the effect of balloons and  
  lanterns on wildlife at sea and on land.  Keen to gain voluntary support for  
  this action, asking for the attached message from Keep Wales Tidy to be  
  relayed to all Members and advertised where possible (website). 
Agreed to circulate to Members. 
 (c) South Wales Fire & Rescue Service – published Strategic Improvement  
  Plan for 2012/13. Consultation on the Plan running between 31.10.12 and  
  31.12.12, feedback welcome.  Plan and brief questionnaires available at  
  www.southwales-fire.gov.uk 
Received. 
 (d) Latest edition of the Ombudsman’s Casebook Issue 10 now available at  
  http://www.ombudsman-wales.org.uk/en/publications.aspx 
Received. 
 
3) Cllr Hywel Woolf 
 (a) Letter resigning as Deputy Mayor due to work commitments, wishes to  
  continue as a Councillor. 
Council agreed to accept this letter with sorrow and understanding.  It was agreed that Cllr 
Woolf had done a great service in the role and a letter of thanks is to be sent by the RFO.  
Council agrees it is appropriate a Deputy Leader is sought as soon as possible to enable them 
to gain experience of a Mayor’s role prior to taking on that position.  Council requests this 
item is on the agenda for the next meeting and any Members interested in taking on the role 
should contact Cllr Cross. 
 (b) Funding for Lauren Wolf – request to consider help fund her sporting  
  achievement – RFO will read out letter. 
Council agreed to follow the Grants Policy and the RFO confirmed she has informed Cllr 
Woolf that sponsorship of individuals is not supported but Council would be able to purchase 
kit.  Council agreed an invitation to the next presentation evening. 
 
4) Cairn Remembrance Service: 
  (i) S. Baker - Confirming attendance of Nick Smith MP Sat 10.11.12 
Received. 
  (ii) Father Jones - Regrets that he is unable to attend this year due to other  
  commitments.  Hopes Council will invite him again next year and sends  
  best wishes for the day. 
Received. Cllr Tippings is waiting confirmation from two Ministers who are considering 
attending the event and may possibly take part in the Service.  A Member expressed thanks on 
behalf of Council to Cllr Tippings for all her hard work in organising this event. 
 
5) Mossford  (i) Will look at damage to marble slab but believes it may be old. –  
  RFO can confirm repair is completed. 
Received. 
   
 

http://www.southwales-fire.gov.uk/
http://www.ombudsman-wales.org.uk/en/publications.aspx


  (ii) Due to the weather last week they were unable to complete the job but  
  they are aware of the outstanding jobs.  They will be completed by  
  Wednesday/Thursday of this week, certainly before the weekend.   
Received. 
 
6) Bacchante Crafts  Confirmation of costs for order of 20 x 6” presentation clocks £325.80  
  (including VAT) – Council to approve a cheque so order can be  
  despatched in time for presentation evening. 
Received.  The cheque was approved and signed during the Meeting.  It was also agreed by 
Council to look at using local businesses in the future.  Cllr Tippings agreed to approved a 
business in Castle Street. 
 
7) GAVO  List of PCC candidates at close of nominations. 
Received. 
 
8) Good Relations Announcing Circuit of Wales appoints world renowned FCC Construcción  
  and Alun Griffiths Ltd (Abergavenny) as construction partners. 
Received. 
 
9) Brecon Beacons National Park 
  Copies of the hand-outs from the Planning Training carried out by their  
  officers in September. 
Received. 
Cllr Cotton declared an interest in the following item and took no part in the discussions or voting 
thereon. 
10) Norma James Bridgend College of Further Education, regarding foundation course  
  students that need work experience.  Asking to speak to someone to  
  discuss a possible placement and what would be involved. 
Received.  The RFO is to contact Ms James to arrange a meeting and it was agreed that Cllr H 
Trollope is to attend the meeting with the RFO.  Clarification on the length of time of the work 
placement is to be sought. 
 
11) Kidney Wales Foundation  
  Invitation to the Reflections Concert at The City Parish of St John The  
  Baptist, Cardiff on Thursday December 13th 2012 at 7.00pm. 
Received.  It was agreed to ask the incoming Deputy Mayor to attend. 
 
12) Welsh Government Marine Conservation Zones – Next Steps following the consultation. 
Received. 
   
 
179) PUBLICATIONS 
Ville D’Orvault Le cens Pratique October 2012 #138, Orvault Ma Ville October-December 2012 
#54; BGCBC Road works report week ending 26.10.12; Ville D’Orvault Press cuttings for 
September 2012; Ashwood New lines & best sellers leaflets; BGCBC Road works report week 
ending 2.11.12; Clerk & Councils Direct November 2012 Issue 84 – includes brief article on the 
Charter between Brecon Beacons National Park and Local Councils; One Voice Wales The Voice 
Issue 20 Autumn; BGCBC Road works report week ending 9.11.12; Fforest Fawr Geopark News 
Issue 12 autumn 2012. 
Available for Members.  A Member requested that articles on events such as Armistice Sunday 
and the Christmas Lights switch on are sent to Lynne Price, Tredegar Twinning Association 
for Orvault. 



180) AGENDA 
BGCBC Social Services Scrutiny Committee Tuesday 23rd October 2012 at 4pm Council Chamber, 
Council Offices, Abertillery; Bedwellty Park Management Board Wednesday 24th October 2012 at 
5pm Learning Centre, Bedwellty House, Tredegar (Cllr M. O’Sullivan); Licensing Committee 
Tuesday 30th October 2012 at 11am Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Joint Scrutiny 
Committees Monday 29th October 2012 at 3pm Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; 
Planning Committee Thursday 1st November 2012 at 2pm Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw 
Vale; Education & Leisure Scrutiny Committee Wednesday 31st October 2012 at 2pm Council 
Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Brecon Beacons National Park Local Access Forum Minutes; 
Special Executive Wednesday 14th November 2012 at 11am Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw 
Vale; Special Consultation with Town/Community Councils Tuesday 30th October 2012 at 9.30am 
Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale (3 copies) – distributed to relevant Members; 
Regeneration & Environment Scrutiny Committee Thursday 8th November 2012 at 10.30am Council 
Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Executive Committee Wednesday 7th November 2012 11am 
Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Executive Committee Monday 12th November 2012 at 
3pm Executive Room, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale. 
Available for Members. 
 
 
181) Matters concerning Bedwellty House and Park. 

• A Member requested an update on the damaged wall by the bottom gates of the Park.  It 
was confirmed that, at the request of BGCBC insurers, BGCBC seek more quotes from 
stone masons before the work is approved. 

• Cllr Cross expressed thanks to Cllr O’Sullivan who attended the Management Board 
meeting in place of him.  Due to opposition raised at the meeting it has now been agreed to 
maintain the name of The Miners Room. 

• The RFO was requested to obtain an update on the reinstating of pictures and to enquire 
about moving the glass cabinet from The Miners Room back into the hallway. 

 
 
182) Matters of Local Interest and Concern. 

• Council agreed a Civic Sub-Committee meeting for Wednesday 21st November 2012. 
• Council agreed a Presentation Evening following the Civic Meeting on Wednesday 5th 

December 2012.  Five names were put forward at this point and the RFO was instructed to 
make the necessary room booking and contact those to be invited.  It was requested that the 
invitation letter explains why they have been invited.  It was also agreed to invite Bedwellty 
Park Bowls Club to present their trophy to Council for display in the glass cabinet. 

• A Member gave news that it the Gwent Shopping Centre had gone into receivership and as 
soon as further information is available they will relay that information to Council.  
Disappointment was expressed that Council were not aware about this news prior to it 
becoming public knowledge on a website forum. 

• A Member expressed their disappointment at the very low number of Tredegar schools which 
took part in the recent Environmental Awards.  It was requested that Members who are 
School Governors should raise this issue with the Heads and highlight to them the 
importance of participating in these high profile events.  It was agreed that the RFO should 
contact Lyndsey Simms (Barleyfield Office) to request information/forms for any future 
events are also sent to the Town Council office for distribution to the School Governors. 

• A request was made by a Member for as many Councillors as possible to attend the Quiz 
Wizards this evening and next week which would be at The Rhyd Hall.  This year had seen 
the lowest attendance of Councillors and as this is an event supported by Council it should be 
well attended.   

 



There being no other business the Meeting closed at 8.20pm. 
 

___________________________ Chair 
 


