TREDEGAR TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held in the Council Chamber, Bedwellty House on
Wednesday 21° November 2012 at 6.30 p.m.

Present: Councillors A. Cotton
M. Cross (arrived 6.35pm)
A. Tippings
H. Trollope
D. Howells
G. Bowen-Knight
M. O’ Sullivan (arrived 6.40pm)
T. Smith
O. Price
B. Willis
D. Rowberry
R. Thomas
P. Prosser
J. Morgan (arrived 6.40pm)

In Attendance: Mrs A Jones - RFO

188) Apologies Clirs H. Woolf; S Trollope; T. Gregory

189) Declarations of Interest
The Chair reminded Members to make declarations as and when necessary.

190) To receive nominations and approve a Deputy Mayor.

The nomination of ClIr T. Smith as Deputy Mayor was put forward, seconded and unanimously
voted into Office. A Member continued by describing Cllr Smith as an earnest hardworking
Councillor who never shirks his duties and expressed congratulations and best wishes, on behalf of
Council, to Cllr Smith for his Term in Office.

Cllr Smith thanked Members for their kind words, nomination and support. He continued by saying
that even though it is quite early in his ClIr role to take on the position of Deputy Mayor he will do
his best to fulfil the duties with the continued support and guidance of the Members.

191) Grants:
To consider, recommend and approve grants to sporting and cultural organisations.

Llangollen International Musical Eisteddfod - A grant of £50.00 was approved.
Blaenau Gwent Otters Swimming Club for the Disabled - A grant of £200.00 was approved.

Cllr Cotton declared an interest in the following item and took no part in the discussions or voting
thereon.
Time Banking Wales - A grant of £200.00 was approved.




Tredegar Ironsides RFC - A grant of £200.00 was approved.
Tredegar Junior Netball Club - A grant of £200.00 was approved.

Cllrs Cross and Rowberry declared an interest in the following item and took no part in the
discussions or voting thereon.

Kidz’R’Us - A grant of £200.00 was approved.

Sportz’R’Us - A grant of £200.00 was approved.

Cor-y-Cymoedd Choir - A start-up grant of £100.00 was approved.

A Member asked all present to show their support to this group, which had originally formed to
participate in the National Eisteddfod in Ebbw Vale, by attending their forthcoming concert in St
Georges Church.

Churches & Chapels (s.137) to recommend and to approve grants to Churches and Chapels.
None received.

192) Accounts: To Consider a Schedule of Accounts for payment in November 2012.

The RFO pointed out the changes with regards to the two additional grants approved as a result of
the Civic Sub-Committee.

A Member queried why there was a temporary outage of the Town Council website and the RFO
explained that the hosting company were carrying out necessary maintenance which should not have
downed our site but for some reason it did. They immediately restored the site once they were aware
of the problem.

A Member requested that the cheque for the light refreshments which followed the Cairn Memorial
Service on Saturday 10™ November 2012 is made payable to the Top House, Trefil.

The RFO also pointed out that the cheque for the War Memorial renovation work would not be
issued to the contractor until a site meeting had been held and any issues identified are resolved.
Members were pleased that so far positive feedback has been received on the quality of the
renovation work.

The accounts were accepted and moved.

193) To receive and adopt the following Minutes of Council:
a) Minutes of the Performance Review Sub-Committee held on 17" October 2012.
b) Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 17" October 2012.
¢) Minutes of the Events Committee held on 7" November 2012.
d) Minutes of the Civic Committee of Council held on 7" November 2012.
Moved as a true record.

194) Matters arising from the Minutes:-

a) Minutes of the Performance Review Sub-Committee held on 17th October 2012.
No matters arising.

b) Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 17™ October 2012.
Item 159 (d) - It was agreed that a get well message is sent to Mr M Pescod.
Item 164 (iv) — Members were reminded about the Tredegar Twinning Christmas event and that
they will need final numbers of those Councillors wishing to attend.
Item 164 (vi) — Members requested that the Minutes showing no report are amended to show no
meeting.
Item 165.1 — Congratulations were given to the Mayor’s team for coming second in the Quiz
Wizards Competition, losing by one point only. A total of £478.27 was raised for the Mayor’s



Appeal. It was requested this information was added to the Town Council website and thank
you letters are sent to Mr Higgs and the venues. With the venue letters a certificate displaying
the amount raised is to be included.
Item 165.4 - A Member requested an update on the Trefil Road Barrier and it was mentioned
that the local A.M. had written to the police enquiring about its legality.

c) Minutes of the Events Committee held on 7th November 2012,
Item 167 — Thanks was extended to Members who attended the Cairn Memorial and Armistice
Service. The RFO was requested to send a letter of thanks to Rev. Lampard and Rev. Jones.
The RFO confirmed these had been done today.
It was reported back that two members of the public which attended the Cairn Memorial
Service, Rev. Lampard and Rev. Jones all really enjoyed it — even though the group got slightly
lost on the return journey - and was pleased with what Council were doing to commemorate
those who had lost their lives. Rev. Lampard will be contacting Council to arrange taking a
group of children to visit the Cairn.

d) Minutes of the Civic Committee of Council held on 7" November 2012.
Item 178.1 (a) — Spelling correction, change “contracting” to “contacting”.
Item 178.1 (d) — Cllr Morgan explained that he is only a reserve member if other
representatives are not available and he believes that we received this email by mistake. He
explained the Coalfield Regenerations had been split to cover areas that have been grouped
together. Main topic of discussion is the city region which is causing concern to the Alliance; it
appears as though Cardiff will be the main city with money going to them which means the
Valleys will lose out financially. It was also pointed out that the Valleys are losing out from
Lottery funding and a meeting will be held with them to discuss this matter. Mr Huw Lewis is
undertaking another consultation to look at towns which have an historical interest.
Cllr Morgan was thanked for his report.
Item 178.6 — It was requested that a stock take was made of the merchandise held by Council
and it was agreed that a delegation will meet with the shop in town to see what they will be able
to supply in the future.
A Member raised that at a recent meeting, she had attended, it was mentioned that BGCBC
Social Services have now setup a service in a local unit which offers similar products that were
available from Ashville Ceramics and they also will be offering planting bulbs.
Item 178.10 — The RFO was reminded to chase up a meeting with Bridgend College of Further
Education.

195) CORRESPONDENCE

2) Christine Keane Thanking Council for their kind thoughts and best wishes during her
recent illness.

Letter received with thanks and will continue to support Ms Keane. Thanks were also

extended to Mrs Jones for the work done and to Mr Smith for his voluntary work at the office.

3) BGCBC (a) Inspector’s Report on BG LDP is now available on line at
http://www.blaenau-gwent.gov.uk/environment/19708.asp and various
locations through Blaenau Gwent.

Received. It was noted that there are several decisions that will affect Tredegar. The RFO

was requested to invite Lynda Healy to a Council meeting in January 2013 to explain how

Tredegar would be affected.

A Member pointed out that BGCBC had been highly praised in the report.

(b) Copy of the Welfare Reform Act 2012 — copied for all Members.


http://www.blaenau-gwent.gov.uk/environment/19708.asp

Received. Councillors were requested to read the report and reminded that the document was
not a public document.
(©) Bedwellty Park Management Board Special Meeting Thursday 29"
November 2012 at 4pm Bedwellty House, Tredegar.
Received. CllIr Tippings explained that 15 pieces of artwork will be placed along the Homfray
Trail and sited on the Ladies Shelter in Bedwellty Park. A consultation is being held at
Bedwellty House, starting 22.11.12 and exhibition will remind on display throughout
November, where people can drop-in to offer suggestions of people for the artwork but any
names put forward must have a link with sites along the route. The proposals are also
available to view at www.bedwelltyhouseandpark.co.uk and suggestions can be sent to
Alyson.tippings@blaenau-gwent.gov.uk by 12 noon on 3.12.12
(d) Y. Tovey Re: Action Sheet from Consultation with Town Community
Councils — response in respect of the request for a review of wooden
lighting poles in the Nantyglo area.

Received.

Cllrs Cross, Willis, Morgan and Rowberry declared an interest in the following item and took no
part in the discussions or voting thereon.

(e) Weekly Licensing List week ending 16.11.12
Received.

4) One Voice Wales Community Engagement Training — The cost of £375 plus the
refreshments provided by the hosts will be shared amongst the
participants; they are assuming a venue could be provided free of charge.

Received.

5) Christmas Lights:-

@) Gala Lights — The reduction of costs given last year for the storage of trees
etc was to cover the full 5 year term of the contract and the lights that
should have been used on the tree by the shopping centre have been used
on the two trees by the Masonic Lodge. No further reductions being
offered this year.

The RFO was instructed to write to inform them of Council’s concerns with regards to the
motif secured by one bracket on the Shopping Centre, fearing the motif may be damaged due
to the delay in attaching a second bracket; request that all the branches are fully opened on the
artificial trees through-out town; and that reconsideration is given to offering a reduction in
this year’s costs as Council do not accept the unused pea lights will be fully utilised on the trees
by the Masonic Hall.

Clir Willis left the meeting at this point (7.15pm).

(b) K. Lamb BGCBC - Offer of Owen Money attending as guest at the
switch-on event as he wishes to promote his panto at Beaufort Theatre.

(©) A. Williams — confirming she will be compere at the switch-on.

(d) Now & Then — Unable to participate in this year switch-on event. Would

like to participate next year and request more notice to be given next year.
Received. CllIr Prosser agreed to ask the Orpheus on Friday if they would be available to sing
carols at the Switch-On event but he did explain that it was probably too short notice; it was
confirmed that Emma Cavender-Morris has arranged for four pupils to sing; Owen Money
will be attending and Cllr Cotton was reminded to ask Mr J Cotton whether he had a mini
disk available for the event; it was agreed that posters are distributed now; Cllrs H. Trollope,
Prosser, Howells, Morgan and Tippings were nominated as stewards to switch on the lamp


http://www.bedwelltyhouseandpark.co.uk/
mailto:Alyson.tippings@blaenau-gwent.gov.uk

posts; Cllr Smith was requested to attend the event wearing the Deputy Mayor chain as CllIr
Cotton may be late; it was also requested that A6 Christmas/Dan Lydiate posters are available
on the evening incase he runs out of photographs for autographs; Clir Tippings is to enquiry
about an appropriate small gift for Dan Lydiate; and the arrival time of the lorry is to be
confirmed and relayed to all Members asking them to assist with it decoration.

The RFO was instructed to call an urgent Event Committee if there were any arising issues.

6) Welsh Government ~ Consultation Document — Patients’ VVoice for Wales, responses by
16.1.13.
Received.

7) Sustainable Communities Act for Parish Councils:-
(@) Don Foster MP — response to email requesting regulations are made
allowing Town and Parish Councils to submit proposals under the Act.

Received.
(b) Department for Communities & Local Government — The consultation
document closed for responses on 5.9.12 and they are currently analysing
the responses received. The view submitted by Council will be taken into
consideration when they take a decision on the issues in the consultation
document.

Received.

8) War Memorial:-
@) Mr S. Howells — photographs taken of the tyre marks on the kerbing/steps
of the Memorial — copied to House Manager.
Received. Council as a duty to request BGCBC investigate this matter and the RFO was
instructed to write a letter to Mr Howells informing him of this request and that we will
contact him again once we have received the investigation results. The RFO reported that an
email was sent to the House Manager on receipt of the initial complaint. If had been
confirmed that the matter was discussed with the member of staff involved and he had
profusely apologised at the time to Mr Howells. At the time Mr Howells brought the
photographs into this office he had a meeting with the House Manager, Cllr Smith present, in
the Town Council offices. At this meeting the House Manager again apologised and requested
that he showed respect to staff in the future and that complaints can be directed to the House.
(b) Cadw — Inspector is content with the details supplied previously and
requesting form giving details of planned work dates to be completed and
sent back by 1.1.13.
Received. RFO was instructed to write to Cadw explaining that due to the urgency of the work
it has been necessary to proceed and request whether a retrospective application would now be
considered.

9) Horeb & Sardis Chapel
Thank you card for the donation towards their Harvest & Flower festival.
Raised £300 which will be presented to the Living Room Charity on
20.11.12 at Horeb Chapel.

Received with thanks. Cllr Tippings thanked Members who attended the Living Room event

which gave a good report on how they help people deal with addiction.

10) Cabinet Office Guidance notes on making a Nomination for a UK National Honour.



Received. A name was nominated and ClIr Cross agreed to complete the form on the Council’s
behalf to be sent off. It was agreed this person was a great ambassador for the town and
should be commemorated for their services to the community.

Cllr H. Trollope declared an interest in the following item and took no part in the discussions or

voting thereon.

11) GAVO Awareness Seminar on CRBs and new Disclosure/Barring Services,
Thursday 29.11.12 10am-12noon Llanhilleth Institute. — Booking form.

Received.

12) BBC Worked with The Public Catalogue Foundation and the collection listing
the paintings is now online at www.bbc.co.uk/arts/yourpaintings and in
February 2013 the BBC will be celebrating the paintings with activities
across the UK and offering free resources to allow galleries to take part in
the celebrations.

Received. Requested the information is forwarded to the House & Park Manager for the

possible participation in the forthcoming event.

13) Brecon Beacons National Park
New guidelines approved at meeting 28.9.12 regarding public speaking at
meetings — copied to ClIr Price.
Received. CllIr Cross explained this related to giving advance notice if a presentation was
required in Welsh to enable a translation to be done.

196) PUBLICATIONS

War Memorials Trust Bulletin Number 55 November 2012; Local Councils Update November 2012
Issue 157; BGCBC Road works report week ending 23.11.12.

Available for Members.

197) AGENDA

BGCBC Special Executive Committee Monday 12" November 2012 at 9am Executive Room, Civic
Centre, Ebbw Vale; BGCBC Executive Committee Wednesday 14™ November 2012 at 11am
Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; BGCBC Special Education & Leisure Scrutiny
Committee Friday 16™ November 2012 at 11am Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale;
BGCBC Ordinary Meeting Thursday 22" November 2012 at 2pm Council Chamber, Civic Centre,
Ebbw Vale; BGCBC Corporate Overview Scrutiny Committee Monday 26™ November 2012 at 2pm
Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale.

Available for Members.

198) PLANNING

a) OFFICERS REPORT -

None received.

Cllr Rowberry declared an interest in the following item and took no part in the discussions or
voting thereon.

b) APPLICATIONS -



App No Applicant Proposal

Cllr Cross declared an interest in the following item and took no part in the discussions or voting
thereon.
2012/0373 Mrs C Roberts Installation of a 500kw wind turbine
Penrhiwgwaith Farm, Hollybush generator with 11kv
substation/transformer house;
construction of access track;
electrical cabling & ancillary works,
Mynydd Bedwellte, Penrhiwgwaith
Farm, Hollybush
A lengthy debate took place and it was pointed out that BGCBC have received six single wind
turbine applications, two of which are in Tredegar. Members raised concerns about the
possibility that factories will be approached by companies to have wind turbines on their sites.
It was noted that Blaenau Gwent Councillors are being encouraged to make people aware of
the forthcoming plans due to previous criticism levied at BGCBC for the lack of available
information. It was also pointed out that companies do not have to submit an application to
the Local Authority, they can apply direct the National Assembly and that the National
Government can over-rule a Local Government decision.
A vote was taken on this application and the decision was “while Council supports the drive
for renewable energy, there are concerns about the visual impact”.

2012/0377 Mr A Morgan Detached house & garage, land
Foundry House, Grahams Yard adjoining Yellow Row, Feeder Bank
Tredegar
No Objections
2012/0381 Mr W Goodwin First floor extension for bedroom, 78
78 Glyn Terrace, Tredegar Glyn Terrace
No Objections

c¢) Other Planning Matters
None received.

199) Delegates: To receive and consider reports from Delegates to Outside Bodies and the
recommendations of Sub-Committees/working Parties.

i. Bedwellty Park Management Board
No meeting.
ii. Joint Committee of Local Councils
No meeting.
iii. Gwent Valleys One Voice Wales
No meeting.
iv. Tredegar Twinning
Members were again reminded to confirm their attendance at the Christmas dance and it
was also reported that there had been an article in the Gwent Gazette on the Summer Camp.
v. School Governing Bodies
Bryn Bach Primary — two new governors have been elected, Cllr Malcolm Cross and
Tommy Smith (LEA representative) and ClIr Tippings was re-elected as Chair.



Congratulations were extended to all three Members.

Georgetown Primary — The Member explained that the school is moving forward in a
good direction but he did expressed his personal concerns regarding the roads around the
school and how chaotic the traffic is. Another Member raised how there was a proposal for
the roads to be made one-way but this was stopped but this proposal would resolve the
problem. The Governor Member will take up this matter again.

Deighton Primary — Concerns have been raised regarding the 21% Century Schools
presentation. The option was a Welsh provision at the school raised several concerns such
as parking, opening and closing times, division of the school segregating Welsh/English
pupils and which comprehensive would Welsh pupils then attend (fears this would impact
on Tredegar Comprehensive attendance). It was recommended that Councillors attend the
consultation and offer their views on the future of the primary schools in Tredegar. The aim
of the consultation is to give everyone in Blaenau Gwent an opportunity to give their views
and concerns on the future of the education facilities.

Glanhowy Primary — The Member was unable to attend.

A Member raised a concern regarding the costs on families as a result of the 6™ Form being
incorporated into the Ebbw Vale Campus. It was mentioned that for bus transportation to
and from the campus an initial £10 had to be paid by the pupil and then each return to
Tredegar cost 80p. A Member did point out that this was at a subsidised cost but if the joint
income of the family fell below £20,000 they would be able to apply to the College for free

transport.

vi. Blaenau Gwent Council for the Disabled
No meeting.

vii. Parc Bryn Bach Management Committee
No meeting.

viii. Tredegar Youth Café
The representative had nothing to report but it was also pointed out that he was struggling to
attend the meetings at present as the timings of their meetings were making it very difficult
for him to attend and then attend the Council meeting which follows. It was requested that
the timings of the grotto for the Christmas Lights Switch-On event is forwarded to Gareth
Titley.
iX. Blaenau Gwent CAB
No meeting.
x. Communities First Board
No meeting.
xi. Tredegar Crime Prevention Panel
No meeting.
xii. Tredegar Business Forum
No meeting.
xiii. Blaenau Gwent Regeneration Forum
No meeting.
xiv. Blaenau Gwent Heritage Forum
The launch of the plaques went well and they are currently looking at other areas to put up
other plaques.
xv. Tredegar Heritage
Meeting next week.

200) Matters of Local Interest or Concern (by prior notice).
1) Presentation Evening — Members were reminded to supply addresses for the nominations
and it was also requested that the invitation letters sent out to the nominees gives some
detail as to why they have been invited.



2) It was agreed that a letter is sent to Sgt. Petrie thanking him for his work and wishing in
the best in his new role. Also a letter is to be sent to Sgt. O’Brien who now replaces Sgt.
Petrie and that Council looks forward to working with him in the future.

3) Tai Calon are currently refurbishing properties on Cefn Golau. They have met with
individuals to identify their needs during the refurbishment but there appears to be no
follow up which has resulted in concerns being raised with how the residents are being
treated and the poor management of the works themselves. The planning of the work
means too many homes are being refurbished at once instead of concentrating on one or
two at a time and this has resulted in families being left without electric for 14 days.
Cefn Golau TARA have arranged a meeting with Nick Smith MP on Saturday 24"
November 2012 to discuss their concerns but no Tai Calon representatives have been
invited to this initial meeting. Council agreed for a letter to be sent to Tai Calon asking
them to address the issues regarding timescales to complete works and also highlight
some of the problems that have arisen.

4) A Member was asked by a representative of Tredegar Business Forum whether Council
received notification of the planned resurfacing of the road humps through Commercial
Street. It was confirmed that no notification is issued to Council however BGCBC do
advertise the works in the local newspaper, on lamp posts and by sending letters to
affected individuals. BGCBC are resurfacing with tarmac until funding can be secured to
redevelop, possibly in 2014, and it was pointed out that when they were initially done no
spare blocks were manufactured nor are those ones available anymore. The work is
being completed to make the roads safe for the public. Members felt that contractors
who carried out work on the roads should have been made to remove/replace the blocks
at the time works was being done on a like for like basis not allowed to fill in with
tarmac.

It was agreed to send BGCBC a letter stating Council’s concerns about this work being
done particularly as Tredegar is part of the Town Centre Heritage Initiative and how can
their proceed to replace the blocks with tarmac when just a few hundred yards away that
area of the town is receiving grant funding.

A Member pointed out that he raised this concern on behalf of Tredegar Business Forum
at the Council meeting on 17" October 2012 but no further action was taken. It was
agreed that a letter should have been sent out following that meeting.

5) It was agreed to send a letter of congratulations to Sue Woodward following the article in
the Gwent Gazette recognising her for her services to the community.

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.15pm.

Town Mayor




