
TREDEGAR TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Civic Committee Meeting of Council held in the Council Chamber, Bedwellty 
House on Wednesday 6th March 2013 at 6pm.  

 
Present: Councillors  A. Cotton 

T. Smith 
    M. Cross 
    A Tippings 
    B. Willis 
    J. Morgan 
    H.  Trollope 
    D. Rowberry 
    R. Thomas 
    D. Howells 
    P. Prosser 
    M. O’Sullivan 
    S. Trollope 
     R. Watkins 
    O. Price 
 
In Attendance:  Ms. C M. Keane – Town Clerk 
    Mrs. A. Jones - RFO 
 
 
295) Apologies:  Cllrs T. Gregory, G. Bowen-Knight  
 
 
296) To receive a presentation by Ms Michelle Jones and Mr Lynn Phillips regarding the 21st 
Century Schools Programme. 
In the absence of Cllr. Cotton who arrived slightly late the Deputy Mayor Cllr. Tom Smith 
welcomed Mr Phillips and Ms Jones. 
The presentation highlighted a number of concerns including the number of surplus spaces in 
schools and the need to find alternative uses for the buildings through schemes such as Flying Start 
etc. One of the more interesting points that was highlighted was the reduced demand for provision of 
Primary Education in the Welsh language which had been as the result of a parental demand survey. 
The general increase in housing at the southern end of town was highlighted by Members and there 
was suggestion that the local primary school Georgetown may not be able to cope. It was pointed out 
by Members that there were other developments planned and that perhaps there was a need to 
reconsider the catchment areas of town as a whole. This was agreed by both Ms Jones and Mr 
Phillips. There was much discussion surrounding transport. It was noted by Members that the 
Education Commissioner would decide if there was a need for formal consultation, this then led to 
questions relating to the special measures which education had been put in to and it was noted that a 
report was expected within 4 weeks. 
Both representatives of the Education Transformation team were thanked for their information and 
then left. 
 
At this point Cllr. Cotton took the Chair.  
The Leader of Council announced the sad news of the death of a former Mayor of the Borough Mr. 
Colin Jones a resident of Tredegar. Members stood in silence as a mark of respect. 



297) To receive applications for Cultural/Sporting Grants. 
 
It was noted by the RFO that completed Financial Assistance Project forms had been received from 
Bryn Bach Park Model Boat Club, Tredegar Orpheus Male Voice Choir and Saron Church. 
 
Sirhowy Senior Citizens – It was agreed to recommend a grant for £200.00 
Transitions Counselling Service – It was agreed to recommend a grant for £200.00 
Tredegar Cricket Club – It was agreed to recommend a grant for £200.00 
 
Cllr M O’Sullivan declared an interest in the following item and took no part in the voting or 
discussion thereon. 
Tredegar & Rhymney Golf Club – It was agreed to recommend a grant for £200.00 
 
Cllr. M O’Sullivan declared an interest in the following item and took no part in the voting or 
discussion thereon. 
Tredegar & Rhymney Golf Club Veterans – It was agreed to recommend a grant for £200.00 
 
Wales Air Ambulance - It was agreed to recommend a grant for £200.00 
 
 
298) To receive and consider applications for Grants to Churches & Chapels (S.137). 
Cllr. A. Tippings declared an interest in the following two items and took no part in the voting or 
discussion thereon. 
Horeb Chapel – It was agreed to recommend a grant for £200.00 
Sardis Chapel – It was agreed to recommend a grant for £200.00 
 
 
299) Planning:- 
a) To consider an Officer’s Report  
List of Delegated Items determined between 17th December 2012 to 22nd February 2013:- 
C/2012/0384 Installation of a new aluminium shop front, Greggs the Bakers Unit 17 Gwent 
Shopping Centre – Approved. 
C/2012/0357 Change of use of second floor storage area to 1 no. 2 bedroom flat, 10 Castle Street – 
Approved. 
C/2012/0469 Demolition of detached cottage, 12 Queen Victoria Street – Prior Approval Granted. 
C/2012/0381 First floor extension for bedroom, 78 Glyn Terrace – Approved. 
C/2012/0385 New internally illuminated projecting sign and window graphics, Greggs the Bakers, 
Unit 17 Gwent Shopping Centre – Approved. 
C/2012/0446 Retention of external wall insulation and render to front and part rear elevation only, 
16 Bedwellty Pits – Approved. 
The report was received. It was agreed to check the ownership of Gwent Shopping Centre. 
 
b) To consider Planning Applications submitted for Council’s observations 
 
Cllrs M. Cross, H. Trollope, D. Rowberry, J. Morgan, B. Willis and A. Tippings declared an interest 
in the following item and took no part in the voting or discussion thereon. 
 

App No  Applicant    Proposal 
 
 2013/0062 Mr P Thomas Circuit of Wales motorsports facility - 
  Heads of The Valleys Dev. Comp. high performance circuit; motocross 
  The Coach House, 79 Mill Way circuit; karting circuit: four wheel drive 



   Grantchester, Cambridge circuit; riding academy; innovation  
    centre; hotels; retail showrooms;  
    ancillary retail; industrial & business  
   users; driver training area; solar park;  
   camping; parking; landscaping &  
   associated uses – land to north of  
   Rassau Industrial Estate. 
No Objections – it was noted that an additional presentation to Council was due to be made on 
Wednesday May 15th. 
 
 2013/0066 Mr N Reeves Replacement storage container &  
  Gwent MOT Station construct single storey valeting  
  Gelli Road, Tredegar bays. 
No Objections 
 
c)  To consider other planning matters – there were none. 

 
 

300) Correspondence 
 
1) BGCBC (a) Notice of postponement of Consultation with Town/Community Councils  
  from Thursday 21st March to Thursday 16th May at 2.30pm Council  
  Chamber, Civic Centre – items for inclusion to be submitted by noon  
  6.5.13  – copied to relevant Members. 
Received 
 
 (b) Kath Stowers Bedwellty House Manager - Update on Lighting, tarmac and  
  Trees. Clerk suggested she contact Vaughn Lewis and that there really was  
  no need for Mr Munn to be in attendance. 
Received. Concerns were raised regarding the Manager’s proposal regarding the lighting. It was 
thought that the current method be continued. 
 
 (c) Yvonne Tovey Re: - CCTV Malfunction – CCTV camera faults are to be  
  reported, via email to Claire.herring@blaenau-gwent.gov.uk . 
Received – Clerk to clarify. It was noted too that a number of problems regarding signals and 
lighting had already been reported at the Consultation with the Joint Committee. 
 
 (d) P. Gray Re: Crocodile Teeth, Tredegar Car Park – inspection and  
  necessary repairs are undertaken regularly. If future funding becomes  
  available he will consider the renewal of the teeth or an  alternative. 
Received. Members felt that the response was inadequate and failed to reflect the number of vehicles 
which had been damaged. As one of the main people responsible for instigating the installation to 
prevent anti-social behaviour. However since Tesco was now open late into the evening Members 
felt that they were just an expensive inconvenience. The Clerk was instructed to write asking that 
they be removed. 
 
Cllr. J. Morgan left the Meeting at this point. 
Cllrs. D. Rowberry, M Cross and B. Willlis declared an interest in the following:- 
 (e) (i) List of licensing applications week ending 15.2.13. 
  (ii) List of Licensing applications week ending 22.2.13   
  (iii) List of licencing applications week ending 1.3.13. 
All Received 

mailto:Claire.herring@blaenau-gwent.gov.uk


2) One Voice Wales 
 (a)  Wales Audit Office:  procurement and Management of Consultancy  
  Services. 
Received 
 
 (b) Training Course 12.3.13 at Cwmbran £30 members, £40 non-members –  
  Module 3 The Council as an Employer. 
Received. Interested Members to contact the Clerk. Members received a report of the previous 
training which whilst well delivered was felt to be too basic for our needs in Tredegar. 
 
3) Cadw  Re: Tredegar War Memorial – 1st instalment of £3406 been authorised  and  
  will be paid by electronic transfer within next 14 days. Requesting a copy  
  of the maintenance programme before the final instalment is made. –  
  Maintenance programme attached for Council’s review/approval/Mayor   
  signature. 
Received. The maintenance programme was agreed and it was further agreed that the Heritage 
Officer and Cllr. A. Tippings carry out the inspection. 
 
4) L. Downer (a) JCLC Minutes of meeting 4.3.13 
Received 
 
 (b) Re: 24 Hour pharmacy provision in Blaenau Gwent – copy of  
  correspondence as agreed in Monday’s meeting. 
Received. The response was not acceptable to Members who had previously agreed at a meeting of 
the Joint Council that that the matter should be referred via the local AM to the Health Minister. It 
was pointed out that some local stores stayed open 24 hours and that even vets were open 24 hours. 
It was agreed to pursue the 24hr pharmacy. 
 
5) GAVO (a) Welfare Reform Road Show – Ebbw Vale Market 15th March 2013.  
  (added to website & in noticeboard) 
Received. Some Members felt that there had not been enough protest against the proposed welfare 
cuts by any party and that local people were going to be badly affected and that their local 
representatives at all levels of Government should be more vocal and openly protesting. It was 
agreed to write to all 4 major political parties in Wales urging them to protest more vigorously. 
 
 (b) Re: Tredegar Deep Study Consultation Event 29th May 2013 Bedwellty  
  House, Tredegar 10.30am – 12.30pm. Invitation, from CREW  
  Regeneration Wales, for a representative to attend to take part in the  
  consultation which is intended to discuss the current issues and future  
  aspirations of the community. 
Received. 
 
6) Brecon Beacons National Park 
 (a)  Agenda for Audit & Scrutiny Meeting 8.3.13 available on-line –  
  forwarded to Cllr Price 
Received. 
 
 (b) Planning Services Consultee Survery 2013 to be completed by 15.3.13 –  
  requesting views on the Planning Service operated by the Brecon Beacons  
  National Park. (hard copy received too) 
Received. 
 



7) Civic Trust for Wales Registration information for Open Doors 2013. 
Received. It had been agreed to open the Clock on Saturday 7th September 2013. 
 
8) SLCC  Welsh denied incentive to approve new homes – update on the local housing 

and the powers for neighbourhood planning powers. 
Received. 
 
9) Mrs Symes  Thank you to Council for the posthumous award to Gordon. 
Received. 
 
10) S. Baker  Nick Smith unable to attend Mr Westacott book launch event. 
Received. 
 
11) Tredegar Youth Café  
  Re: Christmas Eve Carol Singing – expressing the disappointment of the  
  Young people regarding how the event turned out i.e. having to wait an  
  hour in some places before residents turned up. 
Received. Members felt that the 2012 series of visits was a little ambitious and it was agreed to 
discuss at an Events Meeting, although it was pointed out that the children had been well looked 
after by residents of all the homes. 
 
12) Tredegar RFC  Disappointed that Council will not be supporting their request regarding  
  summer use of the Recreation Ground and they will not  be offering  
  Nantyglo as an alternative venue. 
Received. It was felt by Members that the welfare of the pitch was important for the Cricket Club 
which was well supported by the people of the town. 
 
13) Torfaen County Borough Council 
  Re: Welsh Local Government Pension Funds – Working Together. An  
  interim report has now been produced and a consultation on the report is  
  running from 1st – 31st March 2013.  Anyone interested  can submit their  
  view via post or at http://tinyurl.Com/b6kl3ak 
Received. It was agreed to pass to the RFO for her feedback. 
 
14) Aneurin Bevan Community Health Council 
  Blaenau Gwent Area Committee meeting Wednesday 13th March 2013 at  
  5.30pm Raglan House, Llantarnam Business Park, Cwmbran – poster in  
  noticeboard and on website.  
Received. Any available  Member to attend and report back to Council. 
 
 
301) PUBLICATIONS 
BGCBC Road works report week ending 1.3.13; Hafan Cymru Newsletter Issue 4 Feb 2013; 
BGCBC Road works report week ending 8.3.13; Ashwood Buyers’s Guide 2013-14; Police & Crime 
Commissioners Wales PCC Bulletin No. 16, 8th February 2013; GAVO: SIP Consultation – copy of 
the presentation given at the Voluntary Sector Forum; Welsh Government Wales Economic Growth 
Fund – Gap funding of between £50,000 to £100,000 available to those looking to setup a business 
in Wales or build on what you have. Closing date for applications 5.4.13; Communi Corp Clerks & 
Councils Direct March 2013 Issue 86; Ombudsman Information booklets on how members of the 
public can complain about a public body or a member of a local authority in Wales who has broken 
their code of conduct – Available to public in Office. 
Available for all Members 

http://tinyurl.com/b6kl3ak


302) AGENDA 
BGCBC Special Meeting of the Council Wednesday 6th March 2013 at 9.30am Council Chamber, 
Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Licensing Committee Tuesday 5th March 2013 at 11am Council Chamber, 
Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Education & Leisure Scrutiny Committee Wednesday 6th March 2013 at 
2pm Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Special Corporate Overview Scrutiny Committee 
Monday 11th March 2013 at 2pm Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale. 
Available for all Members 
 
 
303) Matters concerning Bedwellty House and Park  
1) It was agreed to send congratulations to the two artists who were displaying at Bedwellty house 
and to congratulate staff on the launch which had been very well attended. 
2) Mention was made again of the lack of movement on the artefacts and the Clerk explained that the 
Manager had said they were extremely busy but would look at it after the Mothers Day events. It 
was also agreed to make progress on the Mayor’s Parlour and it was agreed to defer to Heritage and 
to have a brief for design and build to seek quotations for the work.  
3) There had only been one tender for work on the noticeboard and the Clerk was instructed to 
contact the other interested parties with a cut-off date. It was agreed to check Standing Orders for the 
value of work/product that would require the tender process. 
 
 
304) Matters of Local Interest and concern. 
1) Congratulations were passed to the Deputy Mayor who had attended the Digital Inclusion event 
on behalf of Town Council and had suitably impressed the Minister. 
2) It was agreed that a letter of congratulation be sent to Trefil RFC who had won the league and 
secured promotion and were progressing through the cup competition. It was noted that the Club had 
acknowledged the support of Town Council in their match programme. 
 
 
305) Nominations for Civic Awards – please complete pro-forma provided. 
A number of forms had been received and were agreed by Council. It was further agreed to extend 
the date for nominations to the next Meeting. The Presentation night to be on Wednesday 10th April 
to follow the Civic Meeting of Council. 
 
There being no other business the Meeting closed at 7.45pm. 
 
    __________________ Chair 
 


