
TREDEGAR TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held in the Council Chamber, Bedwellty 
House on Wednesday 17th April 2013 to follow the Performance Review Meeting.  

 
Present: Councillors  A. Cotton 
    T. Smith 

A Tippings  
G. Bowen-Knight 
D. Howells 
J. Morgan 
H. Trollope 
S. Trollope    

    M. O’ Sullivan 
    B. Willis 
    D. Rowberry 
    R. W atkins 
     
In Attendance:  Mrs A Jones – RFO 
    Ms C M Keane – Clerk 
 
At the outset of the Meeting the Mayor called for a minutes silence to honour the memory of 
Mr Gareth Woolf who had passed away on the weekend. Hywel’s father had been a very well 
respected member of the community who had worked tirelessly during the Miners’ Strike to 
help raise funds and food for those on strike. He had indeed worked from the Miners’ Room 
to distribute food parcels – which is why the name of the room is so important to us all. All 
Members stood in silence and respect and passed their condolences to Hywel his mother and 
family. 
 
 
333) Apologies:  Cllrs. M. Cross, T. Gregory, P Prosser, R. W. Thomas,  

O. Price and H. Woolf 
 
 

334) Declarations of Interest 
The Mayor reminded Members to make their declarations of interest where and when 
necessary. 
 
 
335) To consider the exclusion of the Press and public by virtue of the matters to be 
discussed under the provisions of the LGA 1972 Schedule 12a. 
This was agreed. 
 
 
336) To receive the recommendations of the Performance Review Sub Committee of 
Council held on 17th April 2013. 
It was recommended that the Budget against Actual figures be accepted and that the RFO be 
commended for the way in which she had handled the budget. This was agreed unanimously. 
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Underspending regarding staffing, election, grant receipts on the War Memorial and the 
reduced cost of the Christmas Lights were all noted. It was also noted that there would be a 
substantial expenditure required to refurbish the Mayors’ Parlour. Company B was 
unanimously agreed as the contractor for the Noticeboard and it was agreed to contact them 
promptly. 
 
 
337) To re-open the meeting to the public. 
This was agreed. 
 
 
338) Grants: To consider and approve grants to sporting and cultural  organisations.  
Completed Financial Assistance Project Forms from Tredegar Christians Together, Bedwellty 
Park Ladies Bowls, Ystrad Deri Community Centre, Tredegar & Rhymney Golf Club and 
Tredegar & Rhymney Veterans Golf Club. 
 
Tredegar Angling Club – A grant of £200 was approved. 
Tredegar Youth RFC – A grant of £200 was approved. 
 
Churches & Chapels (s.137) to consider and approve grants to Churches and Chapels. 
None Received. 
 
 
339)  Accounts: To Consider a Schedule of Accounts for payment in March 2013. 
It was noted that Bank reconciliations on all accounts were available for Members inspection. 
It was noted once again that there had been no contact from any of the allotment associations 
despite having been contacted by the Clerk. It was agreed to pursue them once again. 
With the invoices having been reconciled with the cheques and inspected by Members, the 
accounts were approved unanimously. 
The RFO was thanked again for her diligence and then withdrew. 
 
 
340) Town Centre Heritage Bid: to consider the document submitted by Cllr. Tippings 
and copied to all Members with this agenda and to consider the position of the Town 
Council. 
The proposals which were put before Council were a consolidation of ideas suggested by 
Tredegar Heritage with additions from Members and it decided to amend them slightly to 
include the Christmas Lighting infrastructure and a dual use for the brackets to include 
hanging flowers. It was agreed that the document after some amendments would help to 
consolidate Tredegar as a town of heritage. 
 
 
341) To receive and adopt the following Minutes of Council: 
a) Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 20th March 2013. 
b) Minutes of the Civic Committee Meeting of Council held on 10th April 2013. 
The above Minutes were received and approved as a true record. 
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342) Matters arising from the Minutes     
a) Ordinary Meeting 20th March 
1) Minute No 314/5 – Civic Presentation – Members commented on the success of the 
evening and gave their thanks to Bedwellty House staff and catering. It was suggested that 
tables be kept forward of the speakers and that more fruit and healthy options be provided. A 
further suggestion that Members do not congregate on one table was also welcomed. 
b) Civic Meeting 10th April 
a) The Clerk noted that declarations of interest which had been omitted had subsequently 
been added . 
b) Minute No. 326 (a) Cameron Herring – It was agreed to write to Cameron with our 
congratulations. 
c) Trefil RFC – it was noted that a Member had e-mailed a photo of the presentation to Trefil 
RFC for inclusion on our web-site. 
 
  
343) Correspondence. 
1) BGCBC (a) Town & Community Council Precept 2013/14 – Banked 15.4.13 
RECEIVED with thanks. 
 
 (b) W. Jervis Re: Drainage in Bedwellty Park – Cardiff Drains  
  completed root cutting on 8th March to clear out all roots that had  
  infiltrated the culvert reducing its capacity and this should solve the  
  problem until they grow back.  
  Waiting for confirmation from D. Watkins that he can organise a  
  post survey CCTV operation. 
RECEIVED. It was noted that no permanent solution had been put forward and it was agreed 
to write to the Leisure Department, who had control of the Park, to ascertain if a plan to deal 
with this ongoing problem was in place. If no response to take to the Park Management 
Board. 
 
Cllrs. Rowberry, Morgan and Willis declared an interest in the following item and took no 
part in the discussions or voting thereon. 
 (c) List of licensing applications week ending 5.4.13. 
RECEIVED. 
 
 (d) A. Tippings Re: Our Big Gig – the new & improved Bandstand  
  Marathon! Opportunity to apply for marketing materials & PR  
  support for a ‘free to the public’ event that runs for 4 hours on any  
  date between 11th & 14th July. Applications to be made on line, via  
  link in email, by 12.5.13 and all successful applicants will be  
  contacted by 14.5.13.  
RECEIVED. It was noted that whilst funding was not available in Wales this may be a 
useful marketing tool to advertise the Bandstand Concerts. 
 
2) One Voice Wales 
 (a) WPD Stakeholder Workshop Invitation to events being held in  
  Bristol and Cardiff (Thursday 25.4.13 at Wales Millennium Centre) 
RECEIVED. It was noted that Cllr. Smith was interested in attending. 
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 (b) Allotments/Community Growing Training Programme £10 per  
  person and three dates are available in May for local courses. 
RECEIVED. 
 
 (c) Will be working with Planning Aid Wales to offer a series of  
  training sessions for Community/Town Councils on the land-use  
  planning system in Wales. Letter advises of what can be offered  
  and how to request training. 
RECEIVED. 
 
 (d)  Encouraging Councils to attend the Brecon Beacons National Park  
  Authority’s open meeting with Community Councils on Saturday  
  27th April 2013 –BBNPA invitation letter is Correspondence item  
  number 6(a). 
RECEIVED. Members to attend if available. 
 
3) Communities First 
 (a) Tony Walters - Wishes to meet with Council to discuss the  
  possibility of  working with the young people who wish to put back  
  into their community. 
RECEIVED. It was agreed that he should be invited to meet with the Community Youth and 
International Sub Committee. 
 
 (b) R. Elston, Re: New Clusters – The advisory group is a group that 
  will meet regularly to support the work of the Cluster in terms of  
  having an understanding of the activities so that they can take this 
  information to their communities and assist where there might be  
  issues.  It is not a decision making role. 
RECEIVED. It was noted with some dismay that this would be an advisory role only. 
 
4) Cllr K. Hayden Requesting that the Mayor visits Mr & Mrs Janes on 6.6.13 who  

will be celebrating their Diamond (60 years) Wedding  
Anniversary. 

RECEIVED. It was agreed that the Mayor should attend and flowers should be presented. To 
contact the couple closer to the date. 
 
5) Civic Trust Email Open Doors September 2013 – Future is uncertain and therefore  
  they are not making any plans at present past this September.  Once  
  further information is available they will let people know. 
RECEIVED AND NOTED. It was agreed to approach to see if they needed any letters of 
support for their funding attempts. 
 
6) Brecon Beacons National Park Authority 
 (a) Audit & Scrutiny Committee 19.4.13 – link to agenda. 
RECEIVED – to delegates. 
 
 (b) Reminder and agenda for BBNPA Town & Community Council  

  Liaison Meeting and Charter update, Saturday 27th April 2013 in 
  Brecon Subud Hall 10am to 12 noon.  Further agenda items are  
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  welcome in advance, confirmation of number of Councillors attend 
  to be sent by 25.4.13. 

RECEIVED. See item 2 (d). 
 
7) Aneurin Bevan Community Health Council 
  News Bulletin April 2013 The Patients Voice, Issue 17. 
RECEIVED. 
 
8) GAVO   K. Jones – Experiencing problems with their email system so have  
  set up a new email address until problems have been resolved. 
RECEIVED AND NOTED. 
 
9) Western Power Distribution 
  Newsletter giving advice on what to do if there is a power cut. 
RECEIVED AND NOTED. 
 
10) Mrs Watson Asking for assistance with her campaign to have the new leisure  
  centre in Ebbw Vale named after Welsh & British running legend  
  Steve Jones who was born in Tredegar. 
RECEIVED. It was agreed to write to the Leisure Services Manager to ask that if the whole 
leisure centre could not be named after him then perhaps a gym could. 
 
 
344) PUBLICATIONS 
BGCBC road works report week ending 19.4.13. 
AVAILABLE FOR MEMBERS 
 
 
345) AGENDA 
Special Planning Committee Monday 29th April 2013 at 11am at Dumfries Place, Brynmawr; 
Special Regeneration and Environment Scrutiny Committee Friday 19th April 2013 at 3pm 
Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Blaenau Gwent Heritage Forum meeting 
Thursday 21st April 2013 at 9.30am Tredegar Library & Minutes of last meeting; Special 
Education & Leisure Scrutiny Committee Monday 22nd April 2013 at 3pm – Cancelled and 
report will now be discussed at the Education & Leisure Scrutiny Committee Wednesday 24th 
April 2013 at 2pm Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale. 
AVAILABLE FOR MEMBERS 

 
 

Cllrs. Rowberry and Willis declared an interest in the following item and took no part in the 
discussion or voting thereon. 
346) Planning: 
a) To consider an Officer’s Report – None Received. 

 
b) To consider Planning Applications submitted for Council’s observations 
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App No  Applicant    Proposal 
 
 2013/0114   Mr E Evans Proposed conversion of two  
  Keith Evans Solicitors commercial properties into a single  
  Roger Edwards & Co unit, alterations to front façade of no.  
  22 Commercial Street  22 and change of use of building to  
    A2 use, 22 & 23 Commercial Street 
No Objections 
 
 2013/0115   Mr A Smith Retention of dwelling & double  
  Davies Homes Limited garage & conservatory on Plot 93  
  1st Floor, 7 Gelliwastad Road (house no. 5) Larch Lane,  
  Pontypridd  Peacehaven 
No Objections 
 
 2013/0116   Mr R Barnet Conversion of integral domestic  
  28 Arches Close, Tredegar garage to disabled bedroom and  
   shower room facilities.   
No Objections 
 
c) To consider other planning matters 

 
        

 347)  Delegates: To receive and consider reports from Delegates to Outside Bodies and 
the recommendations of Sub-Committees/working Parties. 

 
i. Tredegar Twinning – It was noted that long serving Members Ken & Lynne Price had 

noted their intention to stand down from the Committee. 
ii. School Governing Bodies  

a) Bryn Bach Primary School – it was noted with sadness that their lollipop lady had 
passed away suddenly and Council passed on their condolences.  

b) Deighton Primary – it was noted that the Board were very active and that the head 
teacher was very involved. 

c) Tredegar Comprehensive – Have recently won £1000 to spend on new electrical 
equipment for their school after teaming up with Homemakers Community Recycling 
to win first prize in a competition held by Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council. It 
had also achieved success in the South East Wales Area Netball Championship. 

d) Georgetown – It was reported to Members that the school was achieving very good 
results and were at the top of their family of schools. Ongoing parking problems at the 
front of the school were being addressed by trying to educate the parents through the 
children. There were also concerns about the possible loss of the lunchtime school 
crossing patrol. 

iii. Parc Bryn Bach Management Committee 
 Concerns were expressed about the promotion of the Parc. It was noted that the 

Manager had been abroad on a number of occasions with various groups because he 
was the only one qualified to lead such expeditions. Members were concerned that 
questions relating to budgets and income streams were being asked on a regular basis 
without response. It was noted that the Parc was one of the top ten visitor attractions 
and it was suggested that a questionnaire be available for visitors to make comments 
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and suggestions as in Bedwellty Park. It was suggested that Council write to the 
Borough to arrange a meeting to suggest improvements.  

iv. Tredegar Youth Café – the representative of the Town Council apologised for not 
being able to attend due to his ongoing health problems which meant that it was 
impossible for him to attend the Youth Café and Town Council meeting on the same 
evening. It was agreed that another Member would be available to attend. It was further 
noted that the Café appeared to be having some difficulties and it was agreed to contact 
Mr. Tony Walters (See Correspondence 3 (a)) of Communities First to facilitate an 
introduction. 

v. Blaenau Gwent CAB – the Clerk was instructed to write to the CAB to ask for details 
of meetings being held in Tredegar. 

vi. Blaenau Gwent Regeneration Forum – It was noted that a Borough wide strategy was 
being drawn up and that the Board would soon be extended to include local business 
people. 

vii. Blaenau Gwent Heritage Forum – It was noted that a lecture was to be made by E.L. 
Davies the following day on Moondine Jones. 

viii. Tredegar Heritage – It was reported there were feelings that the group had strayed 
from its original remit. It was noted that there had been no update to members of the 
public since the public meeting held by Town Council which instigated the setting up 
of the Heritage group. It was also noted that there had been some changes of members 
on the group and it was felt that there had been little information about the appointment 
process. A list of buildings at risk in Tredegar had been put together and it was agreed 
that this should be put forward to the Borough.  

 
 
348)  Matters of Local Interest or Concern (by prior notice)  
a) It was agreed that the refurbishment of the Mayor’s Parlour should be a top priority and it 
was noted that the University in Cardiff had an Interior Design course and that they may be 
interested in such a project. It was agreed to contact them. 
b) A member of the Waundeg Tenants Association had approached a Member of Council 
with concerns relating to pedestrian safety at the Trefil roundabout in Nantybwch. It was 
noted that there had previously been monthly meeting with the contractors and it was agreed 
to try and reinstate these meetings.  
b) The same Member of the Tenants Association had also voiced concerns of an apparent 
lack of support from the AM and MP to campaigns against the welfare changes. Members did 
point out that the Digital Inclusion and Benefits Officers of the Borough Council were both 
willing to visit local groups and organisations to train and give practical support. 
c) Walk for Life – The Deputy Leader thanked all those who had taken part but noted a poor 
show of Councillors on the day. It was noted that the weather was appalling on the day and 
help had been given by the staff at the Parc and the Gazebo had not been required. The Clerk 
reminded Members of the contribution already made by Christians Together and also of a 
further contribution on the day. It was agreed to write and send our thanks. 
d) It was noted that the 23rd July 2013 would be the 100th Anniversary of Michael Foot’s birth 
and it was agreed to name the final concert of the Year, being held on 21st July 2013 by Ebbw 
Valley Brass as his memorial concert. It was also agreed to see if the Bedwellty House 
management had any plans for the anniversary, and it was noted that a former Member of 
Council had offered her collection of memorabilia for such an event. 
e) The Mayor reminded Members that his Appeal Ball was being held on the following 
Saturday and urged Members to attend 
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It was noted by the Deputy Leader that this was his last Meeting as Chair and he was thanked 
by all. 
 
There being no other business the meeting closed at 7.50pm. 
 
 
    ___________________ Chair.  
 


