
TREDEGAR TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Civic Meeting of Council held in the Council Chamber, Bedwellty House on 
Wednesday 5th September 2012 at 6.30 p.m. 

 
Present: Councillors  A. Cotton 
    H. Woolf 
    M. Cross 

A Tippings 
G. Bowen-Knight 
B. Willis 

    H Trollope 
    T. Smith   
    O. Price 
    J Morgan 
    P. Prosser 
    D. Rowberry 
    S. Trollope 
    M. O’Sullivan 
Borough Cllr.   D. Owens 
 
In Attendance:  Ms C.M. Keane - Clerk  
 
 
102) Apologies   Cllr. T. Gregory; R. Thomas and D. Howells 

Borough Cllrs. K. Hayden and A. Hobbs 
 

103) To receive Ms. Bobby Bolt Divisional Director, Primary Care and Networks Aneurin 
Bevan Health Board, who will be responding to questions put by Members on 9th July 2012  
The Mayor welcomed Ms. Bolt to the Meeting 
 
Ms. Bolt began by informing the Meeting that Ms Joanne Absalom was leaving the Trust and 
moving to Spain. It was agreed to write sending our best wishes. Her place would be taken by Ms. 
Judith Pagett as CEO and Deputy Chief Executive. 
 
1) Members have requested an update on the future use of the Tredegar General Hospital. 

Ms. Bolt was able to report that a feasibility study had been undertaken and plans for the future use 
of the building that forms the main and original part of the General Hospital had been put forward. 
This would house the resource centre, community pharmacy and it was noted that both GP practices 
had agreed to move to the site. There had been robust costings for the conversion and running costs 
and the Health Board would be looking at a number of options. 

Meetings had taken place with Tredegar Heritage, Mr. Alun Davies AM and Huw Lewis the 
Minister for Housing, Regeneration and Heritage. A Member queried what would happen if the 
funds could not be found by Tredegar Heritage and was told that the offer could not be open ended 
but that the primary care centre would still go ahead. She also stated that there were no plans to close 
the community pharmacy. 



A Member aired concerns the land which had been donated by Lord Tredegar might end up in the 
hands of a third party for sale – which would be a great loss to the town – Ms Bolt could not 
guarantee that this would not happen. 

Cllr. O. Price arrived at this point. 

She did however state that the choice of funding route would be a decision of the welsh Government 
– not the Health Board. 

In response to a further question about a covenant on the land she assured Members that she would 
make enquiries. 

2) A general question from Members related to waiting times in Accident and Emergency – 
particularly in Nevill Hall – are they longer than the National average? 

In response Ms. Bolt stated that waiting times were better than the national average with 95% of 
patients being seen and treated within 4 hours. She also stated that a lot of work was being done to 
reduce ambulance waiting times at hospitals such as Nevill Hall and the Royal Gwent. 

A Member queried whether the number of patients presenting at A & E had increased or decreased 
and she was able to inform Members that although not able to give a definite answer they now have 
pressures all year round rather than in winter. A member queried whether this may relate to out of 
hours GP practices and pharmacy issues. Ms. Bolt outlined a plan where GP’s were going to work 
with A&E consultants more closely. It was pointed out that Tredegar General Hospital would treat 
many of the patients who presented at A&E and rather than going to the Minor Injuries Unit at 
Ysbyty Aneurin Bevan(YAB)  - only to be redirected to Nevill Hall – they were now going directly 
to Nevill Hall. Members were told that an enquiry was being held at the moment to see if a new plan 
of introducing a frailty team from 8am until 8pm together with a Consultant at YAB would mean 
that those being cared for at home could be referred to a Community Resource Team alleviating the 
need to visit A&E at Nevill Hall and freeing up the time of the home care team. 

3) Could you tell us the Trusts long term plans for the Ambulance Station in Tredegar. 

Ms. Bolt was unable to answer this question since the Ambulance Station was run by the Welsh 
Ambulance Service and not the Health Board. 

Questions relating to Ysbyty Aneurin Bevan (YAB): 

4) Members have received a number of complaints about the difficulty of accessing Ysbyty 
Aneurin Bevan(YAB) from Tredegar via public transport – are there any plans to make this 
easier? 

Ms. Bolt revealed that there had been discussions with the service provider and that the service was 
being under used. This was largely due to the fact that the site is still under construction and it was 
currently not possible to turn a bus on the hospital site. It was noted by Members that the service 
only operated from Ebbw Vale Town to the Hospital, meaning that elderly relatives visiting patients, 
from Tredegar, at the hospital may need to change bus at least three times. This Ms. Bolt stated was 
beyond the control of the Health Board. Members queried whether such problems had been looked at 
during the feasibility study and they were told that the Hospital was originally planned for the site 



next to Ysbyty Tri Chwm. She continued that they could not provide a solution to the problem on 
their own and that it may continue until all the development was complete. 

5) A number of Members have visited the hospital on a number of occasions and remarked on 
the lack of seating along the very long corridors. They feel that since the hospital is home to 
many aged patients with aged people visiting there should be more seating available along 
these corridors. Members acknowledge the availability of wheelchairs – but these have to be 
pushed by a third party.  

Ms. Bolt thanked Members for outlining this issue and stated that a number of chairs had now been 
placed along the corridoors. They have also started a volunteer scheme via GAVO who were 
presently working on the wards, and it was hoped that this might be extended to have a welcoming 
desk in reception. 

6) Before the hospital was opened we were told that it would be used to provide services such 
as CT scans, MRI scans and dialysis – could you advise us if these services have been used or if 
there are plans to implement them. 

Ms. Bolt stated that plans to have the MRI and CT docking station were still on the cards, but it had 
never been intended to have a dialysis unit at the Hospital. Members expressed their disappointment 
that patients from North Gwent were having to travel to Cardiff three times a week despite having a 
state of the art hospital in the area. Ms. Bolt explained that it was a very complex issue with a need 
for specially trained staff which still had to be viable and that it was looked at as a regional service 
not managed by the Aneurin Bevan Health Board, she did however state that she too “felt” for 
patients on dialysis.  

7) Day Rooms – Members feel that patients are not being encouraged to use the day rooms. 

8) Rehabilitation & Physiotherapy – again Members feel that patients are not receiving enough 
encouragement to walk around the hospital and access the day room.  

Questions 7 & 8 were answered together.  

Ms. Bolt acknowledged that the day rooms were not being used. Following a survey by the 
Community Health Council of about 60 patients and relatives they recognised that they were not 
being used – hence the introduction of volunteers on the wards. A questionnaire on patient stay in 
hospital was being done by the volunteers but she stated too that a lot of the patients were used to 
being on their own, since they lived on their own. A number of Members disagreed and highlighted 
instances where staff had actively discouraged people from moving about the hospital, with 
lessening mobility causing many patients to becoming more frail. Ms. Bolt asked for specific details 
to be passed on to her or reported to the ward sister or senior nurse. 

9) Members have asked what provision is made for relatives sitting with the terminally ill on a 
24 hour basis, to access both the building and food and drink outside normal opening times.  

Ms Bolt replied that access is available 24hours a day and that a porter was available to let people in 
to the hospital. Rooms have plenty of space for relatives to stay with room for fold up beds and 
recliners. She assured Members that tea, coffee etc would always be available – but was told that 



visitors often felt uncomfortable asking staff for such things. A vending machine was available – but 
it was situated in the outpatient department.  

10) A Member was recently advised that although there is an X-ray department at the hospital 
they would not take an X-ray after a sprain – this had to be done at Nevill Hall. With the 
digital technology in use he felt that this was not best use of the facility which could help to 
take the strain off the Accident and Emergency Departments in the main hospitals. 

Ms Bolt replied that there were two x-ray machines at the hospital for GP referrals but the problem 
with dealing with minor injuries could lead to a patient being referred on for further treatment. 
Members stressed once again that the people of Tredegar were used to being treated at the General 
Hospital where standards were high and treatment virtually available 24hrs a day.  

11) There was a question too about ultra-sound facilities – with long waiting lists at Ystrad 
Mynach and the Royal Gwent would this be available at Ebbw Vale? If not could it be 
considered? 

Ultra sound facilities were available at the hospital and, as with the x-ray machines, were being used 
by people outside Blaenau Gwent to keep the service going. She did state that people should not be 
going outside the Borough for ordinary ultra-sound scans. 

Although not many babies had been born at the hospital a Member did point out that when they were 
they could be registered at Bedwellty House. 

12) A Member expressed the need for staff in the Minor Injuries Unit to display more 
flexibility in dealing with the public having been turned away and sent to Nevill Hall just a few 
minutes after the closing time advertised. 

(This was answered with question 10) 

13) Again Members have asked why Ysbyty Aneurin Bevan could not have a 24 hour 
pharmacy which is something that is lacking in Blaenau Gwent. People requiring urgent 
medication outside normal hours have had to travel as far as Newport, this in an area of high 
social deprivation. 

Ms. Bolt detailed current provision within the Borough and also that a meeting was to be held with 
the Joint Committee of Local Councils in Blaenau Gwent to discuss.  Members recounted incidents 
where people had had to travel as far as Newport to get urgent medication. Ms. Bolt stated that 
where patients were receiving palliative care this should not have happened with service dependent 
on the GP. Many very ill people now had “just in case” boxes in their homes. Details of specific 
incidents were to be passed to Ms. Bolt for her to investigate. 
In closing Ms. Bolt stressed that it was important for the Senior Nurse at Ysbyty Aneurin Bevan to 
be told of problems at the hospital. She was thanked for her honesty and attendance. She assured 
Members that she would be visiting again and would be able to provide feedback to Members. 
 
 
104) Drug awareness in Tredegar – to consider a joint approach with other 
groups/organisations to highlight the dangers and discuss ways in which the Town Council 
might be able to help.  
 
Cllr. Price gave apologies from Mr. Alun Davies A.M.    



Members reported that there is a multi-agency operation being put into place and gave details of a 
letter from Insp. Budgen detailing the presentations that had been made to schools and that a play 
had been written and performed by older children to younger children. It was noted that they had 
made some arrests too. Members acknowledged that the drive against drugs was Borough wide. The 
Clerk related a visit from Cllr. Hayden who had reported that funding for a film being made at 
Tredegar Comprehensive by Mr. Peter Watkins-Hughes was to be put in place. Members stressed the 
need to educate children not to turn to drugs and that the long term effects of the latest drug to be 
doing the rounds – called “miaow miaow” were unknown.  
It was agreed that a link would be put on the Town Council web-site directing people to a site that 
could help with drug issues. 
  
 
105) To receive applications for Cultural/Sporting Grants 
Thanks were noted from the Hospice of the Valleys. 
 
Cultural and Sporting Grants (under the provision of the Local Govt. Miscellaneous  
Provision Act 1976 s.19 
Dyslexia Wales – A grant of £50 was recommended. 
NSPCC - A grant of £50 was recommended. 
Shelter Cymru – A grant of £50 was recommended. 
Tredegar Business Forum – It was agreed to defer for further information. 
Tredegar Business Forum – It was agreed to defer pending the further information required. 
Tredegar Camera Club – Members commented on the excellent exhibition being held at 
Bedwellty house and the high standard of the work produced and a grant of £200 was 
recommended. 
 
Cllr. P. Prosser declared an interest in the following item and took no part in the discussion or 
voting thereon 
Tredegar Community Archive Group – A grant of £200 was recommended. 
 
Tredegar Operatic Society – A grant of £200 was recommended. 
Tredegar Town AFC (Seniors) – A grant of £200 was recommended. 
2167 (Tredegar) ATC – A grant of £200 was recommended. 
Tredegar Ladies Netball Club - A grant of £200 was recommended with and additional sum of 
£200 for the Junior Netball Club as soon as supporting paperwork is received.  
 
106) To receive and consider applications for Grants to Churches & Chapels (S.137) 
Immaculate Conception Church (Catholic Church) – It was agreed to defer until accounts could be 
produced in line with Council policy. 
 
Saron Chapel – A grant of £200 was recommended. 
 
It was re-iterated, once again, that evidence of the acknowledgement of support from Tredegar Town 
Council should be seen prior to the next grant being issued. 
 
 
107) Planning 
 
a) To consider an Officer’s Report  
Delegated items between 11th June and 17th August 2012: 
2011/0374 Land at the Nook Revised scheme retention of garage and retaining wall Approved 
19/7/12 



2012/0041 Garden of Kismet the Rhyd Outline permission detached dwelling Approved 29/6/12 
2012/0117 10 Pochin Crescent second storey rear extension Approved 17/7/12 
2012/0194 35 Brompton Place retention of single storey garage at rear Approved 10/08/12 
20192/0044 108 Charles Street replace single with two storey rear extension and conservatory 
Approved 6/8/12 
2012/0086 Unit 6 Tafarnaubach Ind Est Installation of security shutter & grilles modifications to 
cladding Approved 11/6/12 
2012/0125 CK Studio retention of extension for store and boiler shed Approved 15/8/12 
2012/0137 Glyn Edw Bungalow St Lukes Rd Change of use of land to garden erection of garage 
walls fence & gates Approved 26/7/12 
2012/0143 Unit 6 Bridge St Ind Est Remove front window and replace with French doors Approved 
25/7/12 
2012/0189 Unit 3 Tafarnaubach Ind Est demolition and reconstruction of steel canopy Approved 
10/08/12 
2012/0149 Land adjoining Bethania Congregational Church Change of use of grassed area to 6 
gardening plots access and shed Approved 09/08/12 
2012/0111 132 Beaufort Rd Two storey side extension Approved 10/07/12 
2012/0142 25 Arnold Place Two storey rear extension Approved 06/08/12 
2012/0155 7 Heathfield single domestic garage at rear Approved 31/07/12 
2012/0126 14 Bryn Rhosyn Conservatory Approved 18/07/12 
2012/0105 7 Coach Bach Telescopic glazed enclosure to existing swimming pool Approved 
20/06/12 
The above items were received 
 
b) To consider Planning Applications submitted for Council’s observations 
 

App No  Applicant    Proposal 
 
 2012/0217 Mr J Briggs Shower room extension (rear) 
  19 Vale View 
Posted to Ward Members 15.8.12 - No Objections 
 
 2012/0220   Mr G Thomas Detached single storey storage shed  
  2 Ashville, Tredegar at rear 
Posted to Ward Members 15.8.12 - No Objections 
 
 2012/0136   Andrew Davies Amendments for proposed dwelling,  
  31 Bush Bach, Tredegar  land adjoining Tafarn Ty Uchaf, Trefil 
Posted to Ward Members 20.8.12 
No material change to previous objections ie out of keeping with building demolished, not local 
stone. Noting that the building demolished still had a roof and was in use as an agricultural 
building. 
 
 2012/0226 Mr P Hire Detached 2 storey house with  
  Arosfa, Charles Street accommodation in the attic    
  Tredegar space and an attached garage and sun room, 

Plot 1 Former LCR site, Charles Street. 
No Objections 
 
 2012/0229   Mr M Packer Single storey extension to rear of  
  1 Rawlinson Terrace, Tredegar property for storage 
No Objections 



    2012/0241        Mr Nicholas Davies  Remodelling and extension of existing  
       49 Brynhyfryd Terrace  bungalow to raise roof height provision  
       Waunlwyd Ebbw Vale  of front gable and front and rear dormer  
     at Sunnyview Gelli Road 
No Objections 
 
   2012/0240       Mr Nicholas Price   Proposed first floor extensions and  
                              Roselyn, 29 Southend  alterations also additional plans. 
No Objections 
 
   2012/0222       Mr Andrew Williams  Change of use from a joinery to personal  
      3 Siloam Close   gymnasium and hobby room retention of  
      Tafarnaubach   external alterations including provision  
      of roller shutters. Building at rear of no  
      60 Vale Terrace. 
No Objections so long as the use is solely personal and not commercial 
 
c) Other Planning Matters 
S. Smith Re: Tredegar Co Shop – response to letter dated 9.7.12.  Owners have been refused leave to 
appeal. Council now have two primary aims; recoup the Council’s expenditure and to identify a long 
term solution to a problem that they know will resurface at some point in the future. At present 
unable to divulge details on the proposed aims until they have been fully until Council has decided 
on the various options. 
Noted. 

 
 

108) Correspondence 
 
Cllrs. J. Morgan, D. Rowberry and B. Willis declared an interest in the following item and took no 
part in the discussions or voting thereon 
1)  BGCBC (a) Licensing Lists w/e 10.08.12. 
Received  
 (b) John Munn Head Gardener at Bedwellty House – proposals for a sensory  
  garden ref Cllr. Morgan’s Mayor’s Appeal 2008/09 
Received It was noted by Cllr Morgan that the original intention of the garden was to involve 
people in the planting etc as a means of recovery therapy and that he would discuss with Mr 
Munn. 
 
2) JCLC (a) Minutes of the Meeting held at Bedwellty House on 3rd September 
Received 
 (b)  Consultation items forwarded to BGCBC for the meeting on Thursday  
  20th September at 2.30 pm in the Council Chamber Ebbw Vale. 
Received  
 (c) Details of a meeting on Monday 24th September 2012 at 6.30pm in the  
  Abertillery Council Offices to discuss the 24hr pharmacy provision in  
  Blaenau Gwent. Confirmation that Vanessa Price at the Aneurin Bevan  
  Health Board, Mrs Bobby Bolt Primary Care & Networks and Mr  
  Jonathan Simms Clinical Director Pharmacy will be attending. It was  
  agreed at the JCLC meeting that maximum attendance be requested with 
  Clerk and all 4 Members, it was further agreed that if Members could not  
  attend that a substitute be sent. Invitations also sent to Nick Smith MP,  
  Alun Davies AM and Mr. Hedley McCarthy Leader of BGCBC. 



Received. It was agreed that full representation be made and that substitution could take 
place. 
 
3) Welsh Ambulance Service  
  Response to letters sent. Seeking more information regarding any  
  particular incident that he may look into. Not responding to the query  
  regarding where the cover was based during the  period1-4 July, but  
  willing to meet and discuss. 
Received. It was felt that this reply was unsatisfactory and that the question should be put 
again. 
 
4) ABHB  Invitation to the Mayor and Members of Council to attend a Health Fair  
  incorporating the AGM of The Aneurin Bevan Health Board at Ysbyty  
  Aneurin Bevan Ebbw Vale on Wednesday 19th September 2012 from 5pm  
  – 7pm. RSVP by Wednesday 12th September (Copied to all Members with  
  agenda)   
Received. Intrested members to contact directly. 
 
5) Made in Tredegar Jane Wilcox – link to a new film “Tredegar the Musical”  
  http://youtu.be/7hasWZ1odxM 
Received. The excellent work being done by the group was noted as was the additional funding 
received to make more films. 
 
6) Civic Trust for Wales Open Doors Feedback Form and details of photo competition Clock open  
  Saturday 8th September 10am – 12.30pm. 
Received. Members put their names forward to man the Clock. The Clerk put forward her 
apologies and the event would be run by the RFO. It was noted that other events were also 
taking place over that weekend. 
 
7) SLCC  Notice of AGM Saturday 13th October 2012 2.15pm at Bristol Marriott 
Received. The Clerk declined to attend. 
 
8) BBNPA  (a) Planning training for Community Councils final request if attending. 
  Nearest 18th September at Clarence Hall Crickhowell. Response by11am 
   Thursday 6th September. (Forwarded to Cllr. OP) 
Received 
  (b) Charter Launch and signing 5th October 2012 at the BBNPA Offices at  
  Plas y FFynnon. Invite to send a representative. The Charter has been  
  endorsed by the Gwent Valleys Area One Voice Wales Committee  
  covering Blaenau Gwent and Torfaen. 
Received 
  (c) Link to agenda and enclosures for EGM (forwarded to Cllr OP) 
Received 
  (d) Link to agenda and enclosures for Audit & Scrutiny Committee  
  (forwarded to Cllr. Price) 
Received 
  
9) One Voice Wales (a) Participation Cymru inviting Members to join the Citizen Panels for  
  Social Services in Wales (to contact if interested applications to be  
  received by 21 September 2012) Copied to all Members with agenda. 
Received. Interested Members to contact directly. 
 

http://youtu.be/7hasWZ1odxM


  (b) Summer edition of The Voice 
Received 
  (c) Details of 2012 training courses 
Received 
  (d) A guidance to the powers of wellbeing and what they mean to local  
  authorities in relation to Section 3(6) of the Local Government Act 2000.  
  (website link) 
Received 
 
10) Gala Lights Apologising for the quality of their work and the delay in rectifying the  
  problems. Quoting for a gold curtain for the Town Clock. And  agreeing  
  the move of two motifs from Morgan Street (following problems with  
  windy conditions) to the underpass. We are to decide location of  
  remaining two motifs which will have additional fastenings. 
Received. It was agreed not to change the curtain colour and to move two of the motifs.  
 
11) Lights Switch On  (a) Paul Gray (Highways) responding to my query following the SAG  
  meeting for the Light Switch-On where I was informed that we are not  
  allowed to put out the road closure signs. He is looking  into it. 
  (b) Forest Traffic Management –  following our SAG meeting I  
  approached Forest for details - our e-mail query has been passed to Terry  
  Thomas and Ryan Bevan who normally handle TTC closures. 
  (c) Youth Café – wanting a stall to sell hotdogs, tea/coffee and cold  
  Drinks 
  (d) Phone call from Sugar & Spice – have written detailing SAG  
  requirements. 
It was agreed to check if the Youth Café would be staging the grotto once again and to contact 
Mr. Karl Hayle to play Santa this year. Awaiting response from Highways. 
 
12) War Memorials Trust Grant offer towards the work to the War Memorial (contracts and  
  Contractor Declaration enclosed together with terms and Completion  
  Report) NB Contractor declaration sent immediately to Mossfords) 
Received.  It was agreed that the work would go ahead on the scheduled date. It was noted that 
problems working with CADW who had also been approached for funding were detailed and 
that there had been no response for some time. It was felt that they should not be left off the 
hook and the matter pursued. 
 
13) JAC Sport  To be forwarded to Events Committee. 
Much was discussed to go forward to an urgent Meeting of the Events Committee at a later 
date. 
 
 
109) PUBLICATIONS 
Ovault Ma Ville Issue 53, July-Sept 2012; Hafan Cymru Issue 3; Ville D’Orvault Press cuttings June 
& July 2012; Communicorp Local Councils Update August 2012 Issue 154: Road works report 31/8-
07/09/12: Plantscape Expression of interest for 2013: EVI Cultural Centre Details of Autumn/Winter 
Workshops: BBNP Action for Tourism (Issue 18 Autumn 2012) and details of free courses for 
tourism business based in the National Park. 
AVAILABLE FOR ALL MEMBERS 
 
 
 



110) AGENDA 
Brecon Beacon National Park Authority Unconfirmed Minutes of the Local Access Forum Meeting 
26.4.12. Licensing committee Tuesday 4th September Council Chamber Ebbw Vale: Corporate 
Overview scrutiny Committee meeting 3rd September at 2pm Council Chamber Ebbw Vale: 
Executive Committee 5th September 2012 11am in Council Chamber Ebbw Vale Item 9: Special 
Meeting of Council Monday 29th October 2012 2pm in the Council Chamber Ebbw Vale: Planning 
Committee Thursday 6th September 2012 at 2pm in the Council Chamber Ebbw Vale: Executive 
Committee Wednesday 5th September 2012 at 11am in the Council Chamber Ebbw Vale: BG 
Heritage Forum 
Agenda for Meeting on 20th September 2012 at 9.30am in the Tredegar Library 
AVAILABLE FOR ALL MEMBERS 
 
 
111) Matters concerning Bedwellty House and Park  
It was agreed that the sign for St. James’ Hospital should be given to Tredegar Museum for display. 
Work to repair the damage to the boundary wall was in hand. 
Congratulations were offered to the new Manager.  
 
 
112) Matters of Local Interest and concern (by prior notice) 
 A Member raised serious concerns over possible charges at the new sixth form college on the 
Works site in Ebbw Vale. It was agreed to put this item on the agenda for the next consultation 
meeting with the JCLC and Borough. 
 

THERE BEING NO OTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED AT 8.40PM 
 
 
 
 
    ___________________ CHAIR 
 


