TREDEGAR TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held in the Council Chamber, Bedwellty House on
Wednesday 16" January 2013 at 6.30 p.m.

Present: Councillors A. Cotton,
T. Smith
M. Cross
A Tippings,
B. Willis
D. Howells
J. Morgan
R. Thomas
O. Price

In Attendance: Ms. C M. Keane — Town Clerk
Mrs. A. Jones - RFO

241) Apologies: ClIrs. T. Gregory, G. Bowen-Knight, S. Trollope,
M. O’Sullivan, D. Rowberry, H. Trollope H. Woolf
and P. Prosser

Cllr. Gregory had spoken to the Clerk and updated her on his current treatment. The Clerk related his
ongoing apologies to Members and sought confirmation that the continued absence of Clir. Gregory
on health grounds was acceptable to Council. Council fully supported Councillor Gregory and sent
him their best wishes.

242) Declarations of Interest
Members were reminded by the Mayor to make their declarations at the appropriate time.

243) To consider the exclusion of the Press and public by virtue of the matters to be discussed
under the provisions of the LGA 1972 Schedule 12a.
This was agreed.

244) To receive the recommendations of the Performance Review Committee held on 16"
January 2013.

The recommendations of the Performance Review Committee were received and agreed, meaning
that the precept would remain as was for the third year in succession.

245) To re-open the meeting to the public
This was agreed.

246) To welcome Ms. L. Healy of BGCBC to make a presentation on the LDP and its effects on
Tredegar — this item had been taken at the start of the Performance Review Meeting (See Minute
No. 236)




247) Grants: To consider, recommend and approve grants to sporting and cultural
organisations.

Churches & Chapels (s.137) to recommend and to approve grants to Churches and Chapels.
There were none.

248) Accounts: To Consider a Schedule of Accounts for payment in January 2013.

Bank Reconciliations were available for all Members to inspect.

The Accounts having been inspected and cheques and invoices reconciled by Members were
approved. Thanks were given once again to the RFO for her continued diligence. She then withdrew.

249) To receive and adopt the following Minutes of Council:

a) Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 19" December 2012.
Agreed as a true record.

b) Minutes of the Events meeting of Council held on 9" January 2013
Agreed as a true record.

¢) Minutes of the Civic Meeting of Council held on 9™ January 2013
Agreed as a true record.

250) Matters arising from the Minutes.

1) i) Minute No 249 (a) Ordinary Meeting 19™ December 2012

Cllr. Price noted that she was present at the Meeting and it was agreed to amend the Minutes.

i) Minute No 212 - Replacement Governor.

It was noted that there was a vacancy on this ward and that a replacement Governor would not be
appointed until the vacancy had been filled. It was agreed to write to the School to explain and offer
our apologies.

iii) Minute No 220 (6)

It was noted by Members that Cllr. Tippings had attended on behalf of Tredegar Town Council.

iv) Minute no 225 (6)

It was noted by Members that nomination forms had been designed and given to all Members for
their suggestions. It was further agreed that the nominee not be informed until decision had been
made by Council.

2) Minute No 249 (b)

It was agreed that an Events Committee meeting be held as soon as possible with Tuesdays and
Thursday being the best times for the Chair. It was further agreed that Cllr. R. Thomas would join the
sub-committee.

3) Minute No 249 (c) Civic Meeting of 9" January 2013.

i) Ref Trefil Barrier

It was agreed to pursue this matter further by writing to the Brecon Beacons National Park Authority
to clarify their boundaries and to highlight the problems the barrier was causing for people who
wanted to legitimately access the countryside.

ii) Minute No. 230 (3)

It was noted that the Concerts in the Park would once again this year feature more than Brass Bands
and it was agreed that they be marketed and referred to as the “Summer Concerts”.

iii) Minute No 230 (9)

A Member reported that a local contractor Mr Jim Davies of Jim Davies Civil Engineering Ltd had
very kindly offered to donate 30 new slabs to the Club. This generosity was warmly welcomed and it
was agreed to let the Club know but to suggest that the work is not carried out until after the remedial
works to the reservoir have taken place.



251) Correspondence.

1) BGCBC (a) K. Lamb, Town Centre Manager
(i) Re: A3 use class in January — Monday 4™ February 2013 at 5.45pm
Ebbw Vale Institute, Church Street, Ebbw Vale.

Received and Noted, Clir. Smith to attend.

Cllrs Cross, Willis and Morgan declared an interest in the following item and took no part in the
discussions or voting thereon.
(if) Street Trading Consultation — representations on the draft consultation
to be made no later than 8.2.13 to Licensing Team. Plan is to adopt the
policy on 28.3.13 with it being effective from 20.5.13.
Received and noted. It was noted that this might be useful to prevent the sale of cars in laybys. It
was noted too that Caerphilly Count Borough council had implemented such a scheme and it was
agreed to contact them to see how successful it had been.

(b) D. Thomas Re: Council Tax Reduction Scheme — Confirming attendance
to give presentation on 20" February 2013.
Received.

(©) K. Stowers, Bedwellty House & Park Manager
(i) Re: Wall repair — work has been inspected and signed off by D.
Watkins/F. Olding. Fencing appears to have been borrowed from the
culvert, will speak to John on his return to work tomorrow (Tues) to
request they are repositioned.
Received. It was noted that the barrier had been returned to its original position.
(if) Bandstand Concerts — 23.6.13 has been booked by another association
but to enable Council to continue with full 7 weeks of bandstand concerts
the 21% July is available. If Council struggle to find a band to play that
later date Kathryn is sure Oakdale would be happy to play it.
Received. It was agreed to work around the Cymanfa Ganu/Songs of praise event and to support as
in the past. It was also agreed not to extend the concert dates due to the lack of availability of bands
of a good standard mid-summer. It was further agreed that the concerts would be opened up to other
types of entertainment having had such a good response to the Orpheus last year and it was agreed to
contact a number of other groups.

(d) A. O’Leary Re: Notice of Vacancy — Example of letter to be used to
advertise vacancy.
Received. It was noted by Members that the vacancy had been advertised from the 14™ January 2013
(closing date 31% January 2013)

Cllrs Cross, Willis and Morgan declared an interest in the following item and took no part in the
discussions or voting thereon.

(e) Licensing List of Applications week ending 11.1.13.
Received

2) One Voice Wales
@) Gwent Police and Crime Commissioner’s Draft Police and Crime
Plan Consultation — Closing date for responses 8.2.13.
Received. This was copied to an interested Member to read and report back to Council.



(b) Strong Roots Training, Monday 28" January 2013 The Council House,
Ventnor Road, Cwmbran 6.30pm - 9pm, £30 members & £40 non-
members.
Received — interested Members to contact the Clerk.

(©) E-Bulletin — “A Sustainable Wales — Better choices for a better future”.
Consultation events, 5™ & 6™ February 2013 at Radisson, Park Inn,
Cardiff. Consultation open until 4.3.13.
Received, available for interested Members. A Member agreed to report back.

3) Gala Lights Confirming debrief meeting date of 11" February 2013 at 11am.

Noted. It was further noted that there had been further contact with a member of the public
dissatisfied at the lighting — which was felt to be a justifiable complaint — it was agreed to meet with
this person together with the Leader, Deputy Leader and her ward representative on Town Council.
Dates to be agreed.

4) CllIr Price Wales Co-operative Centre — Offering to arrange for their local BG team
to make a presentation to Council on digital inclusion in the county and
how to use ICT for better community engagement.

This was highlighted by a Council Member who commented that Blaenau Gwent was digitally

excluded and highlighted an event taking place at the Library in Tredegar.

5) Sarah James Communities First
Requesting the opportunity for Transitions Counselling & Therapy to
make a presentation to Council to raise awareness of the locally based
service.

Received. It was noted by Members that they had previously met with the group and had supported

them financially. It was agreed to contact Ms. James for further details.

Cllr. Tippings declared an interest in the following item and took no part in the discussions or voting

thereon.

6) P. Latham Cymanfa Ganu — Due to dwindling number a decision has been made by
Tredegar Christians Together to re-vamp the Service. Therefore this year
they will be holding a Songs of Praise/Cymanfa Ganu Service in
Bedwellty Park on Sunday 23" June 2013 at 3pm. Merthyr Salvation
Army Band have offered their services free of charge. Requesting
continued support via the printing of the Hymn Service booklets and
posters but also any financial consideration that can be given to the event.

Received - this item had been taken with Correspondence item 1 (c) ii

7) Training Development
Assertiveness Skills one day training course at Cardiff 20" February 2013,
fee of £139 per person plus additional costs for lunch/course
materials/certificate.

Received — it was agreed that the Clerk could attend such a course, but it was resolved to contact

Gavo to see if they did such a course locally.

8) Peter Morgan Jones  The Heritage Forum are going to publish Bert Westacott’s
autobiographical account of his service with the 14" Army in India and
Burma. Asking whether Council would like to combine the Tredegar Hill
Anniversary with the launch of the book (Mr Westacott being a survivor of
the campaign).



Received. It was agreed in principle to support the launch and that this matter should be put forward
to the Events Committee. Further information to be sought.

9) Amberley Books Currently looking for new or experienced authors to contribute to their
Through Time Series of local history books. Asking to pass on this
request to any interested parties (copied for Cllrs Morgan & Prosser, also
copied for Tredegar Community Archive).

Received. Information forwarded.

10) GAVO Network Meeting at the LAC Ebbw Vale has been rescheduled to 19.2.13.
Noted.
11) The Valleys ESF Research & Monitoring Co-ordinator position available, closing date

for applications 7.2.13.
Received.

12) Brecon Beacons National Park Authority
Asking people to vote for the service which should be the next topic of a
detailed scrutiny review — forwarded to ClIr Price/Cross

13) The Picnic Basket ~ New company offering catering services for functions.
Received.

14) Sustainable Energy Partnership
Asking people to join the Energy Bill Revolution campaign by signing the
petition at www.energybillrevolution.org.

Received - to be forwarded to all Members with e-mail to support as they wish.

15) Keltic Ties Catalogue and example of custom neckwear.
Received — A Member agreed to forward details of alternative suppliers to the Clerk.

252) PUBLICATIONS

Ville D’Orvault Press Cuttings November 2012; J Parker Wholesale catalogue Spring 2013; BGCBC
Road works report week ending 18.1.13; Ville D’Orvault le cens pratique Jan 2013 #141 & Orvault
ma ville #55 Jan-Mar 2013; Clerks & Councils Direct January 2013 Issue 85.

253) AGENDA

BGCBC Special Education & Leisure Scrutiny Committee Thursday 17" January 2013 at 11.30am
Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Blaenau Gwent Heritage Forum Thursday 17" January
2013 at 9.30am Tredegar Library; Special Education & leisure Scrutiny Committee Thursday 17"
January 2013 at 11.30am RESCHEDULED to Thursday 31* January 2013 at 2pm Council
Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Special Executive advance notice of meeting being held
Monday 18" February 2013 at 11am Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Special Meeting
of Council advance notice of date Wednesday 6™ March 2013 at 9.30am Council Chamber, Civic
Centre, Ebbw Vale; Special Meeting of Council advance notice of date Wednesday 30" January
2013 at 2pm Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Consultation with Town/Community
Councils Thursday 17" January 2013 at 2.30pm Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale —
distributed to relevant Members; Consultation with Town/Community Councils advance notice of
meeting Friday 8" February 2013 at 2pm Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale — distributed
to relevant Members


http://www.energybillrevolution.org/

254) Planning:

a) To consider an Officer’s Report — none received.

b) To consider Planning Applications submitted for Council’s observations — none received.

¢) To consider other planning matters —

A Member had kindly forwarded a report from the Head of Planning and Building Control on the
new proposals for a New Wales Planning Bill and Planning System — this had been copied to all
Members. It was agreed to agenda this matter for full consideration by Council.

255) Delegates: To receive and consider reports from Delegates to Outside Bodies and the
recommendations of Sub-Committees/working Parties.

i. Gwent Valleys One Voice Wales — It was reported that there had been a presentation on the new
Hospital planned for the Llanfrechfa Grange site near Cwmbran. It was commented that
although a brilliant concept there were already issues and concerns being raised regarding access
and parking. There was concern at a possible downgrading of other facilities in the area and the
example of Ysbyty Aneurin Bevan was quoted where 4 local hospitals had been closed. There
were concerns about the use of the Wales Ambulance Service and the voluntary Wales Air
Ambulance to move passengers around the new “tiered” system. An item regarding payments to
Councillors was also reported to Council and it was agreed that this should be agendaed for full
discussion by Council.

ii. Parc Bryn Bach Management Committee — It was reported that there had been a further
presentation relating to the proposed wind farm development, and it was noted that the company
involved had already sponsored the local rugby club. The proposed funding for the locality of
£18,000 was decried by some Members as being far too little.

There had been a number of complaints relating to the Park being closed over the Christmas
holidays and mention had been made again about franchising the catering etc at the Visitor
Centre, which was now being considered.

ii. Blaenau Gwent CAB — It was noted that our new representative had had no contact from them
despite having received a request in July 2012. Clerk to write again.

iv. Tredegar Business Forum — Although no meeting a verbal report was received on the Christmas
event in Town which had gone well despite their Santa not making an appearance and the Town
Centre Manager Ms. Karin Lamb was congratulated on the success of the event. It was agreed to
seek information on what the money raised was used for.

256) To agree a Governor for Georgetown Primary School
This had previously been considered see Minute 250 (2).

257) Matters of Local Interest or Concern

a) Renaming of local University — it was noted that the University had been named “the University
for South East Wales” after merging.

b) It was noted that the glass cabinet had been moved into the hallway in the same position as the
original.

¢) Members were reminded of the Community Engagement training in Pontypool- Clerk to send
details to all Members.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.45pm

Chair




