
TREDEGAR TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Civic Meeting of Council held in the Council Chamber, Bedwellty House on 
Wednesday 3rd October 2012 at 6.30 p.m. 

 
Present: Councillors  A. Cotton 
    M. Cross 

A. Tippings 
    H Trollope 
    T. Smith   
    O. Price 
    D. Howells 
    J Morgan 
    B. Willis 
    T. Gregory 
    P. Prosser 
    D. Rowberry 
    S. Trollope 
 
In Attendance:  Ms C.M. Keane – Clerk 
     
A minutes silence was held at the beginning of the Meeting as a mark of respect to the late Cllr. 
Jim Gregory who had recently passed away and memories of a “gentle, quiet and thoughtful 
man” who was “ well worth listening to” were shared by Members who knew him. 
 
 
132) Apologies  Cllrs. M. O’ Sullivan, R. Thomas, H. Woolf and G.  Bowen-Knight 
 
 
133) To welcome Ms. Kathryn Stowers, new Manager of Bedwellty House and Park who would 
like to take this early opportunity to introduce herself to Members. 
Ms. Stowers was welcomed to the Council Chamber by the Mayor. She went on to introduce herself 
to Members and to tell them that she had been made very welcome in Tredegar and was looking 
forward to many happy hours working together with Tredegar Town Council. Her door, she said was 
always open. Members were pleased to be able to tell her that reports from the public showed that 
she was very welcome. She went on to state that she realised the pride Tredegar people have in the 
House and Park and wants it to be the best too, and that she understood the importance of the 
heritage of the Park.  
The Leader welcomed her too saying that Tredegar Town Council had been based at the House for a 
very long time and was very mindful of the Homecoming event on Saturday 29th October and what 
could be organised in a short space of time – praising the House staff for the way they had helped on 
the day. She agreed that it was a good example of how the House, Town Council and the people can 
all work together. A Member, also a Member of a local historical group offered their assistance if 
required. She thanked him and closed by saying that this was a good chance to “draw a line in the 
sand and move forward to more exciting times ahead” 
She was warmly welcomed by Members and assured of the full co-operation of the Town Council. 
She was invited to stay for the rest of the Meeting but declined and withdrew. 
 
 
 



134) To welcome Mr. Alun Davies A.M. 
Unfortunately Mr. Davies was unable to attend due to events at the Welsh Assembly and sent his 
apologies. He also sent his congratulations for the Homecoming event. 
 
 
135) To receive applications for Cultural/Sporting Grants 
Bobath Children’s Therapy Centre Wales – a grant of £100 was recommended. 
0 to 3 years Mother & Toddler Group (Ebenezer)– a grant of £200 was recommended. 
Tredegar & District Canine Society – a grant of £200 was recommended. 
 
 
136) To receive and consider applications for Grants to Churches & Chapels (S.137) 
Ebenezer Independent Chapel – a grant of £200 was recommended. 
Trinity Spiritual Church – a grant of £200 was recommended. 
 
Cllrs Willis and Rowberry declared an interest in the following item and took no part in the 
discussions or voting thereon. 
 
137) Planning 
a)   To consider an Officer’s Report – none received. 
 
b)   To consider Planning Applications submitted for Council’s observations 
 

App No  Applicant    Proposal 
 
 2012/0291   Mr Burdekim Conservatory to rear elevation.  
  The Old Crown Inn    
  Merthyr Road, Tredegar 
NO OBJECTIONS 
 
c)   To consider other planning matters. 
Members raised queries relating to whether or not a public meeting had been advertised and held in 
Trefil in relation to the race track in Rassau. It was pointed out that there was a meeting for 
commoners in Llangynidr and the Clerk was asked to contact Mr. Shackston of Good Relations who 
had attended a previous meeting and to seek clarification. 
  
 
138) Correspondence 
 
1)  BGCBC (a) K. Hale Re: Santa – has a current enhanced CRB. 
RECEIVED – with thanks. (moved to lights file) 
 (b) K. Lamb Re: Play Sufficiency Audit, duty on local authorities to assess  
  and secure sufficient play opportunities for children in their area – request  
  for Town Council input on this audit, stakeholders meeting Friday 26th  
  October 2012 at 9.30am Committee Rooms, Civic Centre. 
RECEIVED 
 
Cllrs Rowberry, Morgan,Willis and Cross declared an interest in the following item and took no 
part in the discussion or voting thereon. 
 (c) List of Licensing Applications week ending 21.9.12. 
RECEIVED 
 



2) One Voice Wales 
 (a) Heritage Protection Bill: Invite to drop in events, 8th November 2012 The  
  Guildhall, Brecon. 
RECEIVED. Members expressed their disappointment that there was not a meeting closer to 
Tredegar, especially with the wealth of architectural heritage in the area. It was agreed to 
invite them to a meeting, meanwhile a Member who regularly visits Brecon was asked if he 
could attend and bring back information to Council. 
 (b) Boundary Commission for Wales newsletter. 
RECEIVED 
 
3) Audit:- 
 (i) Mazars - Approved annual return 31.3.12, notice displayed in noticeboard. 
RECEIVED. It was noted by all that the response from the Auditors was exemplary and the 
RFO was once again congratulated. 
 (ii) Mr C James - Appointment letter for Internal Auditor 2012/3 –  RFO met  
  with Mr James 1.10.12 and confirmed scope of audit, audit fee £1300. 
RECEIVED It was unanimously agreed to continue with Mr James’s appointment and the fee 
was approved. 
 
4) Mark Colbourne’s Homecoming:- 
 (i) Tredegar Registrar - Thank you for ensuring Saturday’s event ran so  
  smoothly & did not interfere with any of the weddings. 
 (ii) Bath Bus Company - Really enjoyed Saturday. 
The thanks of the Town Council were recorded to Cllr. A. Tippings. 
 (iii) K. Stowers, House Manager - Well done for pulling off such a high profile  
  event at such short notice. 
 (iv) Mrs Fox - Thank you for giving her the honour of presenting Mark  
  Colbourne with the Freedom of the town, it was an emotional but proud  
  and happy moment for Megan. Congratulations for such a successful  
  event. 
 (v) Tredegar Twinning Association - Congratulations on such a successful  
  event on Saturday and praise for raising the profile of Tredegar Town  
  Council. 
 (vi) Cllr Hayden - Thank you for the invite to Mark’s event and well done for  
  it being such a success. 
 (vii) Printouts of the various on-line news articles. 
All received with many thanks. It was agreed to hold a de-brief on the event and to include the 
Christmas Lights Switch-on event at a meeting to be held on Thursday 11th October. 
 
5) JCLC  Minutes and resulting correspondence of the last meeting. 
RECEIVED 
 
Cllr. A. Tippings declared an interest in the following item and took no part in the discussion or 
voting thereon. 
6) A. Tippings Email Request for Council to sponsor a floral display £25 at this year’s Harvest  
  Thanksgiving and Flower Festival event running from 7th to 9th October  
  2012. All proceeds raised with be donated to Living Room Cardiff and the  
  collected food gifts will be accepted by the Food Bank in Ebbw Vale. 
Agreed unanimously. It was noted that Saron would be opening a satellite distribution centre. 
 
 
 



7) Invites to Councillors:-   COPIED FOR ALL MEMBERS 
(i) Saron Congregational Church - Invite to Council to attend the Service  
of Induction for the Reverend David Lampard on Saturday 13th October 
2012, RSVP asap. 

Apologies were received from Cllrs Cotton Trollope and Cross 
(ii) Tredegar Scouts - Invite to Council to attend the Jamboree on the Air  

 (JOTA) on Saturday 20.1012, 10am to 6pm & Sunday 21.10.12, 10am to  
 1pm at St. Georges Church. Request that Council Members can confirm  
 what days they can attend asap. 

Cllr. Rowberry confirmed that she had received an invitation as a Borough Councillor and 
would be attending. 
  (iii) Blaenau Gwent Heritage Forum - Invite to Bedwellty House launch 
          of Heritage Forum plaques, Thursday 1st November 2012 at 2pm.   
         RSVP asap. 
Received – no definite confirmations 
 
8) Mossfords  Have located the two wrong names and cost will be £170 plus VAT. 
Received. It was unanimously agreed that this error should finally be put right. 
 
9) Good Relations Wales Press announcement concerning Heads of The Valleys Development  
  Company takes ownership of FTR Moto. 
Received, members were in agreement that this would strengthen the bid. 
 
10) Welsh Government Appointment of the Expert Advisory Panel for the National Literacy  
  Programme, unpaid position. Closing date for applications 15.10.12. 
Received. Interested Members to contact directly. 
 
11) Unlock Democracy Sustainable Communities Act - Asking Council to contact the new  
  Minister dealing with the Act, Don Foster MP, asking him to allow use of  
  the Act. 
Received – it was agreed to continue support as in the past. 
 
 
139) PUBLICATIONS 
BGCBC Road works report week ending 28.9.12 & Road works report week ending 5.10.12. 
Available for all Members 
 
 
140) AGENDA 
BGCBC Executive Committee Wednesday 26th September 2012 at 11am Council Chamber, Civic 
Centre, Ebbw Vale; Special Meeting of Executive Committee immediately following the Executive 
Committee, Wednesday 26th September 2012 Council Chamber, Civic Centre; Regeneration & 
Environment Scrutiny Committee Thursday 27th September 2012 at 2pm Council Chamber, Civic 
Centre, Ebbw Vale; Executive Wednesday 26th September 2012 – Additional agenda item; GAVO 
Blaenau Gwent Network Forum Meeting 2nd October 2012 at 10am Ebbw Vale Learning Action 
Centre; Executive Wednesday 26th September 2012 at 11am – removal of Item no. 9.01; Special 
Education & Leisure Scrutiny Committee Tuesday 9th October 2012 at 2pm The Hall, Ebbw Vale 
Learning Action Centre, James Street, Ebbw Vale; Licensing Committee Tuesday 2nd October 2012 
at 11am Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Planning Committee Thursday 4th October 
2012 at 11am Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Parc Bryn Bach Management Committee 
Wednesday 10th October 2012 at 5pm Visitor’s Centre, Parc Bryn Bach, Tredegar. 



Available for all Members. Members noted that there was a meeting of the Management 
Committee of Parc bryn Bach due and asked Town Council Members on the Board to raise a 
number of concern relating to bikes and pedalos and the staffing issues around the pedalos. 
Issues concerning the manning of the bar were also raised. 
 
 
139) Matters concerning Bedwellty House and Park  
a) It was agreed to send a letter of thanks to the staff at Bedwellty House and Park for their help on 
the Homecoming event. 
b) It was agreed to send a letter to the Camera Club to congratulate them on the standard of their 
photographic exhibition. 
c) Members queried the state of the wall that had been knocked down close to the bottom gate and 
were assured that matters were in hand. Some Members felt that pressure should be brought on the 
Borough and the legal section to have the work carried out. 
140) Matters of Local Interest and concern (by prior notice) 
A matter was raised which pertained to the de-brief of the Homecoming event and it was deferred 
until that meeting could be held. 
 
There being no other business the Meeting closed at 7.35pm. 
 
 
 
   __________________Chair  
 


