TREDEGAR TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Civic Meeting of Council held in the Council Chamber, Bedwellty House on
Wednesday 4" July 2012 at 6.30 p.m.

Present: Councillors A. Cotton
M. Cross
A Tippings
H Trollope
T. Smith
O. Price
D. Howells
J Morgan
B. Willis
M. O’ Sullivan
P. Prosser
D. Rowberry
R. Thomas

In Attendance: Ms C.M. Keane - Clerk
73) Apologies Cllr. T. Gregory; G. Bowen-Knight and S. Trollope

74) To receive applications for Cultural/Sporting Grants
Blaenau Gwent Visually Impaired Club — A grant for £200 was recommended.

Cllr H. Trollope declared an interest in the following item and took no part in the discussion or
voting thereon.
Cefn Golau Tenants & Residents Association — A grant for £200 was recommended.

Cllr J. Morgan declared an interest in the following item and took no part in the discussion or
voting thereon.
Peacehaven Tenants & Residents Association — A grant for £200 was recommended.

Cllr H. Trollope declared an interest in the following item and took no part in the discussion or
voting thereon.
Tredegar Crime Prevention Panel — A grant for £200 was recommended.

Tredegar Quilting Circle — A grant for £200 was recommended. It was further agreed to arrange a
meeting to discuss the project they are working on for presentation to our Twin Town of Orvault.

Grants to Churches and Chapels -None received.




Cllrs. D. Rowberry and B. Willis declared an interest in the following item and took no part in the
discussion or voting thereon.

75) Planning

a) to consider an Officer’s Report

Appeals update

Appeal 515355 Urgent works notice to listed building, Tredegar Co. Shop, Shop Row — Verbal
update at Committee.

It was agreed to write to the Officer involved seeking an update on the report.

List of Delegated items.

2012/00023 Retention of timber fence and gates, garage and land off Woodfield Road, Tredegar -
Approved.

2012/0020 New shopfront with security shutters and associated refurbishment to the upper floors,
13 Castle Street, Tredegar — Approved.

2012/0011 Single storey side and rear extension to provide new kitchen/dining room and internal
refurbishment, 3 Lindsay Gardens, Tredegar — Approved.

2011/0105 Retaining wall and boundary fence (retention), 24 (plot 4) Maes Morgan, Nantybwch —
Approved.

2012/0050 Retention of change of use from Registry Office to an educational building for the
provision of Special Educational Needs, Tredegar Registry Office, Church Street, Tredegar —
Approved.

2012/0006 Conversion of existing dwelling on first and second floor levels to two self contained
apartments including minor external alterations, 105 Commercial Street, Tredegar — Approved.
2011/0267 Detached dwelling and garage (outline), plot of land at Heathfield, Tredegar —
Approved.

2011/0283 Development of four detached dwellings and associated access, land adjacent to Fulford,
Ashville, Tredegar — Approved.

2012/0027 Garage in rear garden, 17 Whitworth Terrace, Tredegar — Approved.

2012/0061 Installation of 1 no. window, Tesco Express, Gwent Shopping Centre, Tredegar —
Approved.

2012/0060 Part change of use of existing tyre & exhaust retail outlet to also include/retain
undertaking MOTSs, servicing and repairs of vehicles, car sales and valeting, Tredegar Tyre &
Exhaust Centre, The Promenade, Tredegar — Approved.

2012/0022 Freestanding billboard, Lidl, Gelli Road, Tredegar — Approved.

2012/0077 Two storey rear extension and detached garage, 35 North Avenue, Tredegar — Approved.
2012/0064 Double storey and single storey rear extension, 20 Vale View, Tredegar — Approved.
2012/0063 Display of 1 no. advertisement “Tesco Express” pinned off lettering, Tesco Express,
Gwent Shopping Centre, Tredegar — Approved.

ALL RECEIVED AND NOTED

b) To consider Planning Applications submitted for Council’s observations
App No Applicant Proposal
2012/0155 Mr P Jones Single domestic garage in rear garden
7 Heathfield, Tredegar
NO OBJECTIONS

c) To consider other planning matters —- NONE RECEIVED



76) To consider questions to be put to Mrs Bobby Bolt ABLHB at our meeting on 5%
September 2012 — to be notified in writing in advance.

There was much discussion and a number of items were put forward and the questions put forward
for submission to Ms. Bolt were as follows:

1) Members have requested an update on the future use of the Tredegar General Hospital.

2) A general question from Members related to waiting times in Accident and Emergency —
particularly in Nevill Hall — are they longer than the National average?

3) Could you tell us the Trusts long term plans for the Ambulance Station in Tredegar.

4) Members have received a number of complaints about the difficulty of accessing Ysbyty Aneurin
Bevan from Tredegar via public transport — are there any plans to make this easier?

5) A number of Members have visited the hospital on a number of occasions and remarked on the
lack of seating along the very long corridors. They feel that since the hospital is home to many aged
patients with aged people visiting there should be more seating available along these corridors.
Members acknowledge the availability of wheelchairs — but these have to be pushed by a third party.

6) Before the hospital was opened we were told that it would be used to provide services such as CT
scans, MRI scans and dialysis — could you advise us if these services have been used or if there are
plans to implement them.

7) Day Rooms — Members feel that patients are not being encouraged to use the day rooms.

8) Rehabilitation & Physiotherapy — again Members feel that patients are not receiving enough
encouragement to walk around the hospital and access the day room.

9) Members have asked what provision is made for relatives sitting with the terminally ill on a 24
hour basis, to access both the building and food and drink outside normal opening times.

10) A Member was recently advised that although there is an X-ray department at the hospital they
would not take an X-ray after a sprain — this had to be done at Nevill Hall. With the digital
technology in use he felt that this was not best use of the facility which could help to take the strain
off the Accident and Emergency Departments in the main hospitals.

11) There was a question too about ultra-sound facilities — with long waiting lists at Ystrad Mynach
and the Royal Gwent would this be available at Ebbw Vale? If not could it be considered?

12) A Member expressed the need for staff in the Minor Injuries Unit to display more flexibility in
dealing with the public having been turned away and sent to Nevill Hall just a few minutes after the
closing time advertised.

13) Again Members have asked why Ysbyty Aneurin Bevan could not have a 24 hour pharmacy
which is something that is lacking in Blaenau Gwent. People requiring urgent medication outside
normal hours have had to travel as far as Newport, this in an area of high social deprivation.



77) Correspondence

1) BGCBC (a) M. Jones Re: Queen Elizabeth Il Fields Challenge — currently
investigating the land issue and will provide a response in due course.
Received — Members brought up the playing field at Ashvale.
(b) Mr Dylan John — advising that he is to carry out Code of Conduct training
and asking if we are interested in participating — training expected in mid
August.
Received — it was agreed to respond with our interest — with the timing of such training being
important for our working Members.
(©) K. Lamb, Town Centre Manager
(i) Re: Promotion of events on website — she will advertise any
forthcoming events on the bg5startowns website if we email the info to
her.
(i) Re: Clock signs — Thanks for opening the Clock on 6.6.12. Also
asking whether we would like the two signs she had made up advertising
the opening of the clock.
Received. It was agreed to accept the Clock posters. Members were pleased that a working
relationship seemed to be growing.
(d) N. Deufel Re: Pictures in Miners Room
(1) Asking when will the pictures be taken down. — Christine replied to
confirm arrangements have been made with Matthew to remove as soon as
he can.
(ii) Requesting that the exhibition pictures that can be reached by
Christine are removed now rather than leave it for her staff to do.
Received. It was agreed to meet Officers later in the month of July.
(e) V. Lewis Re: Southend Allotment — branch over hanging path/highway,
asking to remove as dangerous and no TPO application is required — Ken
Price looking at job Thurs PM
Received. Clerk had taken steps to remedy. It was agreed to send Mr. Price a letter of thanks.
) SNAP! Biodiversity of Blaenau Gwent Photographic Competition 2012,
closing date 19.10.12.
Received. It was agreed to put the electronic entry form on our web-site.

Cllrs D. Rowberry and J. Morgan expressed an interest in the following item and took no part in
the discussion or voting thereon

9) Lists of Licencing Applications week ending 8.6.12
Received.

2) One Voice Wales

@) Paul Egan response to our enquiry. (copied MC,AT,AC & HW)
Received. To be forwarded to the appropriate Committee.

(b) Code of Conduct Training, available dates and venues.
Received. This had been declined in view of the offer from the Borough.

(©) Invitation for nominations Birthday Honours 2013.
Received. A number of suggestions were put forward.

(d) Link to new Community Resilience website, covers full details of how the

Welsh Government and its key partners plan to respond to the range of
emergencies that may arise in Wales.
Received. Available for Members



(e) Details on the new voucher based grant scheme currently available from
Keep Wales Tidy.
Received.
) June/July issue of Countryside Council for Wales External Funding
Newsletter.
Received. The Clerk noted that details of grant available had been sent to Tredegar Heritage.

3) Nantyglo & Blaina TC Motion for the Annual General Meeting of OVW that all Planning.
Decision Making Powers in respect of Onshore and Offshore Wind
powered energy in Wales be devolved to the Wales Government. This
Motion would not take sides in any argument for or against wind power.
The Leader of TTC had agreed to second the motion.

Received.

4) C.Powell Confirming 3" Oct at 6.30pm has been booked into Alun Davies AM
diary.

Received.

5) Nick Smith MP Booklet re visiting Parliament.

Received. It was agreed to fix a date for the Autumn.

Cllr Smith expressed an interest in the following item and took no part in the discussion or voting
thereon

6) Mr T Smith Re: Food Standards Agency scores on the doors — raising his concerns
about the scheme soon to be fully implemented in Wales — copied to all
Members

Received. It was agreed that the present system needed clarification and that this would be an
ideal topic to raise at the Consultation meeting between the Boroughand the JCLC.

7) Tredegar Comprehensive
A. Foote, Head Teacher — deeply disappointed and extremely offended by
the letter she has received regarding the relationship between her, the
school and Town Council. Feels we have been given incorrect information
and requests an apology.
Received. The Clerk read out her letter and the response. Members felt that the tone of the
letter sent out did not warrant such a reply. It was agreed to thank Ms. Foote for clarifying the
situation and to wish her well on her retirement.

8) Kidney Wales Foundation

Thanks for contribution of £554.35 raised on the Walk for Life.
Received. Thanks were expressed to all those who had taken part. It was noted by Members
that Tredegar Town Council is the only Community Council to support this event. It was
agreed to find out how long this event had been supported by Council.

9) Dwr CymruR. Poole Re: Shon Sheffrey — worked is scheduled to take place over the next year
or two which is vital to the safety of the dam wall and overflow. Email
has been passed to the Reservoir Safety Engineers who are responsible for
the planned work.

Received. It was agreed to invite the Safety Engineers to a Meeting of Council.

10) Swansea Metropolitan University All Wales Centre for Governor Training and Research
Commissioned by WAG to undertake research on Additional Community



Governors(ACG) specifically how Town/Community Councils remove
ACG from office. Questionnaire on current practice to be completed and
returned by 23 July 2012.

Received. A Member agreed to complete the survey.

11) Brecon Beacons National Park
Ann Kinsey requesting info. If TTC will be attending the Focused
Workshop with Town/Community Councils — regarding planning within
the BBNP.

Received. A Member agreed to attend.

12) Scouts Wales The Impact of Scouting report.
Received.

13) Arts Council of Wales
Details of performances available from the Nights Out Scheme —
forwarded to N. Deufel.
Received. It was also agreed to contact the Sherman theatre and ask for details of their Winter
schedule.

14) Scope Notification of Scope house to house collection dates; 8"-28™ April 2013
and 31% March — 20" April 2014.
Received with thanks.

15) Local Councils Update
Clerks & Councils Direct July 2012 Issue 82 — Article about plans to
restore Tredegar’s War Memorial is on page 15.

Noted.

78) PUBLICATIONS

Ville D’Orvault Le Cens Pratique June 2012 Issue 136; Ombudsman Annual Report 2011/12;
BGCBC Road works report week ending 29.6.12; J Parkers Wholesale catalogue Autumn 2012;
BGCBC Road works report week ending 6.7.12; Ashwood new product lines available; Aneurin
Bevan Community Health Council News Bulletin June/July 2012; Eibe Playground Concepts &
Equipment catalogue 2012/13.

AVAILABLE FOR ALL MEMBERS

79) AGENDA

BGCBC cancellation of Licensing Committee meeting on 3/7/12; Executive Committee Wednesday
4™ July 2012 at 11am Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale.

AVAILABLE FOR ALL MEMBERS

80) Matters concerning Bedwellty House and Park:-

1) Neighbourhood Watch had been notified about the Banners which had been taken from the
Park during the Armed Forces day event and a notice had been put in the noticeboard.

2) Stewards were agreed for the last two Concerts of the season. It had been noted by many
people that although the weather had been worse than ever attendance was good. The Orpheus



Choir, having sung in the Carriage House the week before, had expressed an interest in
recording their next CD there.

3) Twig’s headstone had been reported to be in the cellar at Bedwellty House — staff to
confirm.

4) A Member reported that the Museum had been given a plague found in the Bowling

Green area detailing bye laws relating to bird nesting etc. The plaque bore the name Alex
Shephard as Clerk and it was agreed to try and find out more about him.

5) The Leader detailed a meeting with Mr. Jonathan Green of CADW relating to our grant
request for the renovation of the War Memorial. It was agreed to write to the Borough once
again regarding their funding of such works elsewhere in the Borough.

6) A Member reported back to Council on the consultation on Boundary Commission reviews
that there was very little controversy except for community boundary reviews and timescales.
Reference made to Parliamentary boundaries.

81) Matters of Local Interest and concern

1) The Leader reported that Members had been invited to present trophies for Tredegar Ironsides
rugby teams and that over £100 had been donated to the Mayor’s Appeal and the Leader and others
had been invited to Trefil Rugby Club too. It was agreed to send letters of thanks and to wish them
all well for the next season.

2) The RFO was congratulated on her recent success in passing her ACCA Year 1 exams.

3) A Member warned of proposed road closures on Poplar Road during the week of 7-14 August and
also the S bend from Georgetown to Hilltop during the week of 6-13 September.

And finally the Clerk was congratulated on her recent engagement.

THERE BEING NO OTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED AT 7.50PM

Chair




