
TREDEGAR TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held in the Council Chamber, Bedwellty House on 
Wednesday 19th September 2012 at 6.30 p.m. 

 
Present: Councillors  A. Cotton 
    H. Woolf 
    M. Cross 
    H Trollope 
    T. Smith   
    O. Price 
    D. Howells 
    J Morgan 
    B. Willis 
    T. Gregory 
    P. Prosser 
    R. Thomas 
 
In Attendance:  Ms C.M. Keane – Clerk 
    Mrs A Jones - RFO  
 
 
113) Apologies   Cllrs. J. Morgan, M. O’ Sullivan, A. Tippings and D. Rowberry 
 
 
114) Declarations of Interest 
The Mayor reminded Members to make declaration as and when necessary. 
 
 
115) To welcome Mr Paul Shackson of “Good Relations” who will make a presentation on the 
proposed Motor Sport development in Ebbw Vale. 
Cllr. Bernard Willis noted his interest as a Member of the Borough Planning Committee and took 
no part in the discussion. 
Members welcomed Mr. Shackson and his colleague Ms. O’Hara to the Council Chamber. He then 
went on to detail plans for the race track and the other part of the development which included a hi-
tech research and development facility. There would also be a training school on site. He outlined 
the fact that 3000 construction jobs would be created with a promise of 90% going to local people. 
Members pointed out the problems that had arisen with employment promises at the Works site. Mr. 
Shackson was well aware of these issues and thought that the problem would not arise since this was 
a private development and not funded by any European Government capital. The final development 
would create 6000 skilled and unskilled jobs, both full and part time. There would be onsite training 
and an apprenticeship scheme was already being discussed with colleges and universities. The 
income the scheme would generate was estimated at £50 million to the Welsh economy offering a 
unique visitor experience. It was estimated that it would bring in 750,000 visitors a year with the 
MotoGP side having viewing figures of approx. 250 million around the world. 
Members expressed the thoughts that it was a win win situation with a knock on effect for other 
smaller factories in the area. 
Mr. Shackson confirmed that they had already been contacted by over 20 local factories. He also 
stated that there would be 2 hotels on the site with an opportunity for all the local economy to 



benefit. He pointed out the environmental studies that were taking place and the safeguards against 
noise and pollution that would also be put in place.  
During the presentation his colleague had been noting all the comments and questions that had been 
made and put and assured everyone that the comments would be feedback and appear on their 
Facebook page. 
He was assured that any information that they wanted to make available could be put on the Town 
Council web-page via the office. 
The Mayor offered his thanks to Mr. Shackson and his colleague who then withdrew. 
 
 
116) Grants: To consider, recommend and approve grants to sporting and cultural 
organisations.  
Thanks were noted. 
 
Dyslexia Wales - A grant of £50.00 was approved. 
NSPCC - A grant of £50.00 was approved. 
Shelter Cymru - A grant of £50.00 was approved. 
Tredegar Camera Club - A grant of £200.00 was approved. 
Tredegar Community Archive Group - A grant of £200.00 was approved. 
Tredegar Operatic Society - A grant of £200.00 was approved. 
Tredegar Town AFC Seniors - A grant of £200.00 was approved.  
2167 Tredegar Squadron ATC - A grant of £200.00 was approved. 
Tredegar Ladies Netball Club - A grant of £200.00 was approved. 

 
Tredegar Business Forum – 
a) A grant of £200 was approved. 
b) SPECIAL REQUEST - Grant funding would be used to extend the planting scheme down through 
Castle Street/Morgan Street, proposal is to construct completely new fixed planters which can be 
planted annually. Following explanation by the RFO it was unanimously agreed to approve a grant 
of £100. 
 
Churches & Chapels (s.137) to recommend and to approve grants to Churches and Chapels. 
Saron Congregational Church - A grant of £200.00 was approved.  

 
 

117) Accounts:  
a) To receive the External Auditors Report and approve the Annual  Return. 
The RFO detailed the report and read the certification statement which was unanimously approved 
by Council and signed by the RFO and the Mayor.  
b) To Consider a Schedule of Accounts for payment in September 2012. 
It was noted that reconciliations on all the accounts were available for Members inspection. 
Amendments to the listing were noted and it was agreed that engraving would be an additional cost. 
It was noted that the web-site was fully updated with events etc supplied by other groups also being 
included. 
The RFO was thanked for her due diligence and the timely manner in which the audit had been 
completed and she then withdrew. 
 
 
118) To receive and adopt the following Minutes of Council: 

 a) Minutes of the Civic Meeting of Council held on 5th September 2012 – Deferred 
 b) Verbal report on the Urgent Events Committee Meeting held on Monday 17th  
 September 2012 – to be taken under final Agenda item 



119)  Matters arising not on the Agenda – None 
 
 
120) Correspondence.  
1) BGCBC  
 (a)  Invite from Mayor to members of the JCLC to dinner in the Mayor’s 
  Dining Room on 27th September 2012 at 7pm. 
Received. It was agreed that Cllrs. Cross, Cotton, O’Sullivan, Woolf and Willis as well as the 
Clerk attend. 
 (b) (i) List of Licensing Applications week ending 31.8.12 
  (ii) List of Licensing Applications week ending 7.9.12. 
Received. 
 
2) JCLC  BGCBC response to the request for breakdown of costs Bedwellty House  
  & Park restoration, attached as a spreadsheet. 
Received – it was agreed that this item should be referred to the Finance Committee for closer 
scrutiny. 
 
3) One Voice Wales Information on forthcoming Police & Crime Commissioner Elections, 15th  
  November 2012. 
Received. Relevant information to be posted on web site. 
 
4) Bacchante Crafts Can add 6” clock to a wooden surround, cannot supply a brass plaque.  
  Photo of mounted clock attached. 
It was agreed to purchase the clock and have it suitably engraved. 
 
5) Tredegar Quilting Circle  
  Thanks for grant and will contact us to arrange a viewing of the quilted  
  wall hanging once it is completed.  They are happy to donate the wall  
  hanging to Council should it be suitable. 
Received. Thanks were expressed to the Quilting Circle. 
 
6) M. Higgs  Currently organising this year’s Quiz Wizards which he hopes will start  
  late October. Expresses thanks for Council’s previous support and hopes  
  that Council will give consideration to sponsor this year’s quiz. 
Received –  agreed with the thanks of the Council. 
 
8) Grantfinder  Re: BBC  TV’s The One Show seeks community projects in need of help.  
  Forthcoming weekly feature where it uses its influence to galvanise  
  volunteer efforts in different schemes. 
Received. Interested Members to contact directly. 
 
 
9) PUBLICATIONS 
BGCBC Road works report week ending 14.9.12 & Road works report week ending 21.9.12; Ville 
D’Orvault Le Cens Pratique September 2012 #137; One Voice Wales September 2012 Newsletter; 
Communicorp Clerks & Councils Direct September 2012 Issue 83 & Local Councils Update 
September 2012 Issue 155. 
Available for all Members 
 
 
 



10) AGENDA 
BGCBC Social Services Scrutiny Committee Tuesday 11th September 2012 at 4pm Rooms A&B 
Anvil Court, Church Street, Abertillery; BGCBC Education & Leisure Scrutiny Committee 
Wednesday 19th September 2012 at 2pm Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Aneurin 
Bevan Community Health Council Blaenau Gwent Area Committee Meeting 19th September 2012 at 
1.30pm, Raglan House, Llantarnam Business Park Cwmbran; Communities 1st Partnership Board 
meeting Tuesday 18th September 2012 at 4.30pm Cefn Golau TARA; BGCBC Special Executive 
Wednesday 26th September 2012 following the Executive Committee which commences at 11am; 
BGCBC Audit Committee Tuesday 25th September 2012 at 2pm Council Chamber, Civic Centre, 
Ebbw Vale; BGCBC Consultation with Town/Community Councils Thursday 20th September 2012 
at 2.30pm Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale – (3 copies, one given to M.C. & Clerk). 
Available for all Members 
 
Cllr. B. Willis declared an interest in the following item and took no part in the discussion or 
voting thereon. 
  
  
121) Planning: 
a) To consider an Officer’s Report –none received 
 
b) To consider Planning Applications submitted for Council’s observations 

 
App No  Applicant    Proposal 

 
 2012/0242   Mr M Price Proposed rear sun lounge and  
  51 Tynewydd, Tredegar attached canopy. 
NO OBJECTIONS 
 
 2012/0278   Mrs W Hopkins Single storey sun lounge extension to  
  34 Harford Gardens, Tredegar rear,  
NO OBJECTIONS 
 
c) To consider other planning matters – there were none 
 
 
122) Delegates: To receive and consider reports from Delegates to Outside Bodies and the 
recommendations of Sub-Committees/working Parties. 

i. Tredegar Twinning – Members reported the successful visit of children to the twin town of 
Orvault – led by Mr. Gareth Titley at the Tredegar Youth café. It was agreed to write to Mr. 
Titley thanking him. 

ii. School Governing Bodies – It was reported that the new head of Tredegar Comprehensive 
had started at the beginning of the term with good impetus, improving health and safety by 
banning vehicles from some parts of the grounds. 

iii. It was also reported that St. Josephs currently had an inspection underway. 
iv. Parc Bryn Bach Management Committee – It was reported that a long standing issue 

regarding who is trained to supervise the pedalos had been causing some concerns.  Concerns 
had been expressed about the mess left by the Canadian geese and it was pointed out that 
there had been more than one flock on the Lake this year. It was noted that the meetings were 
more positive and things were being taken on board. Access to the Park via Ashvale had also 
been discussed. 

v. Communities First Board – a recent training meeting had been held in Bedwellty House and 
had been a great success. It was noted that this was a transition time for the project and the 



Tredegar cluster plan which was in place was flexible and could be altered to include local 
issues as they arose. 

vi. Tredegar Crime Prevention Panel – It was reported that PC Paul Whittaker, Crime and 
Disorder Reduction Officer was to retire. The Panel had been assured that he would be 
replaced. 

vii. Tredegar Business Forum – recent meeting had been very positive and they were looking 
forward to supporting forthcoming events. 

viii. Tredegar Heritage – Members reported on a recent meeting with the Aneurin Bevan Health 
Board with regard to the General Hospital. Members agreed that it should continue to be used 
within the Health Service with other support groups such as the Hospice of the Valleys 
relocating there. 

 
 
123) Matters of Local Interest or Concern (by prior notice) 
a) Presentation Night – Members agreed that a Civic presentation night should be arranged for 
December. Newer Members of Council asked what sort of criteria were in place and they were 
advised that there were a number of varying criteria and examples were given. 
b) Cllr. Roger Thomas reported on the result of a major investigation that he had instigated 
following the death of his daughter in law. It transpired that the Doctor involved had been sacked 
and a major investigation had taken place. The result of which was a report from the Independent 
Review Panel which condemned the general poor health of the area. As a result of the report and 
Cllr. Thomas’s pursuit of the case three new doctors had been appointed locally and things were 
starting to improve. Cllr. Thomas was congratulated on his dogged pursuit of the truth and at this 
point he made great efforts to encourage all people to pursue valid complaints, this was possible via 
the Community Health Council, made up of people from all walks of life, who would guide you 
through the process.  
c) The Mayor thanked all those who had attended his Tredfest at the Rhyd Hall which had raised 
£1133 for his Appeal, the John Hartson Foundation. He reminded Members that his Golf day was to 
be held on Saturday October 13th at the Tredegar & Rhymney Golf Club and that he was seeking 
sponsors. 
d) Cllr. Smith reported that he had met with Mr Alun Davies AM to discuss the “scores on the 
doors” rating system and he was to pursue the matter. 
 
 
124) To consider the exclusion of the Press and public by virtue of the matters to be discussed 
under the provisions of the LGA 1972 Schedule 12a. 
This was agreed, and a member of the public was asked to leave and did so. 
 
 
125)  To consider the granting of the Freedom of the town of Tredegar to Paralympic Gold and 
Silver medallist Mark Colbourne. 
It was proposed by the Leader Cllr Cross and Seconded by Cllr. H. Trollope that the Freedom of the 
town of Tredegar be conferred upon Mark Colbourne in recognition not only of his sporting success 
but also the courage and determination he has shown in overcoming his injuries and the way that he 
has promoted the town of Tredegar not only in Wales but across the world. 
The proposal was agreed unanimously.  
The date had been set for the Homecoming and it was formally approved that a sum of £500 be set 
for the buffet content to be left to the catering staff but to include tea and coffee. This was also 
agreed unanimously. 
A number of issues regarding the security required were discussed and it was noted that there were 
four weddings taking place in the Homfray Room on the day and that we would need to be mindful 
of how important these occasions were to those taking part and to bear this in mind. 



It was agreed to call an Events Committee meeting the following week to make further 
arrangements. 
At the conclusion the former Mayor, Cllr. Bernard Willis advised the meeting that he had been 
invited to a walk with the Alzheimers Society and had presented them with a cheque £13 short of 
£8500 and also with the rugby ball signed by the victorious Welsh team for them to use to raise 
additional funds. He thanked all those who had been involved, he in turn was congratulated on the 
work he and his consort had done throughout their year in office. 
Finally it was announce by Cllr. Prosser that the Tredegar Orpheus Male Voice Choir was to sing at 
the Wales v Argentina International rugby match and they were congratulated by all. 
 

THERE BEING NO OTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED AT 8.40PM 
 
   ______________________Chair 
 


