TREDEGAR TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Special Ordinary Committee Meeting of Council held in the Council Chamber,
Bedwellty House on Wednesday 23™ May 2012 at 6.00 p.m.

Present: Councillors A. Cotton
A Tippings
H Trollope
T. Smith
O. Price
R. Thomas
D. Rowberry
D. Howells
P. Prosser
M. O’ Sullivan
G. Bowen-Knight

Also Present: Ch. Insp. Marc Budden; Ch. Supt Paul Symes and
T Chief Inspector Mick Moyles.

In attendance: Ms. C.M. Keane — Town Clerk

27) Apologies: Clirs G. Badham, T. Gregory, M Cross, H. Woolf, B. Willis,
S. Trollope and J. Morgan

It was agreed to take the Presentation by the Police ahead of the normal agenda items. The Officers
were welcomed.

28) A Presentation by T/Chief Inspector Michael Moyles demonstrating how the community
can contact Gwent Police following the closure of the front desk at Tredegar Police Station.
Ch. Supt Symes began by introducing everyone and offering apologies on behalf of Insp. Russ
Thomas who was on holidays but would otherwise attended. He outlined the significant
challenge to make efficiency savings and to develop an accessibility strategy. He reiterated the
fact that there would be no reduction in police numbers and that the Neighbourhood Policing
strategy would be retained, indeed the number of PCSO’s would Increase over the next 12
months. The proposal to close the front office in Tredegar had been based on the usage by
members of the public. The access phone at the door would be retained and improved and
there was now a mobile station which would travel the area. This had been parked in the
courtyard and Members viewed it later in the meeting. Some Members welcomed the closure
of the front desk if it meant that there would be a return to more community based policing
with the mobile station visiting outlying areas on a regular basis. A questionnaire was provided
for Members to complete. One Member took the opportunity to highlight problems with
parking outside Parc Bryn Bach and was assured that the matter would be investigated. The
OWL service was praised by Members of Council — this is a messaging service for people who
subscribe to the service. Officers assured Members that following advance notice of a “purge”
of people parking on double yellow lines in town, there would be a follow up with information
on how many tickets had been issued as a result — this was welcomed.

Cllir. Cross arrived at this point.

Delays in accessing the 101 number were reported and it Members were informed that




all Officers now have Blackberry phones and that their numbers were available to
members of the public. Fears regarding the number of officers on duty over the
weekend and rumours that officer numbers were to be reduced were allayed. It was
noted that Gwent would have a Police Commissioner in November. The Council were
unanimous in deploring the cuts that the Police were having to make and sought
reassurances that there were no plans to amalgamate Gwent and South Wales forces.
This was received with a promise that they also wanted to preserve policing at a local
level and that they sought to make savings through shared services.

At this point a Member asked if the mobile station might be available for our Armed
Forces Day event on 24™ June and it was agreed.

The Meeting was suspended whilst Members went outside to view the mobile station.

29) Grants:

To consider, recommend and approve grants to sporting and cultural organisations.

It was noted by the RFO that the following groups had complied with recent changes in Council
Grant policy and included copies of the Annual accounts with their grant application.

Re-Liance Bus Preservation Group — a grant of £200.00 was recommended

Tredegar Gardeners Club — a grant of £200.00 was recommended

Tredegar Town Band — a grant of £200.00 was recommended

Heads of the Valleys Gateway Club- a grant of £200.00 was recommended

Churches & Chapels (s.137) to recommend and to approve grants to Churches and

Chapels.
None received.

30) Accounts: To Consider a Schedule of Accounts for payment in May 2012
The Accounts having previously been examined by Members and the invoices and cheques
reconciled were approved.

31) To confirm Stewards for the Concerts in the Park Season (Details as submitted to Members
follow)

BAND CONCERTS 2012

Please note all Concerts run from 3-5pm — seating will be arranged by Bedwellty House Staff. Stewards will
only be required to put up Town Council banners on the Bandstand and deliver the refreshments to the
Band in the interval.



Date Band Stewards

Sunday 3" June Tredegar Town Band
100" Anniversary of the Handover
of the bandstand to the public

Sunday 10" June Thomas Coaches Mid-Rhondda
Sunday 17" June Newport Borough
Sunday 24" June RAF St Athan

Armed Forces Day

Sunday 1* July Tredegar Orpheus Male Voice
Choir

Sunday 8" July Abergavenny Borough Band

Sunday 15" July Lewis Merthyr

A number of Members put their names forward as Stewards.

A number of other items relating to the Concerts and the Armed forces Day Event were discussed.
Wet weather provision was to be made with the concerts taking place in the Carriage Room. It was
agreed to issue press releases and to contact local bus tour operators with details of our events
throughout the summer.

32) Matters of Local Interest or Concern

1) The Greyhound Inn — the condition of this site was highlighted once again with the owner not
having responded to a previous letter from the Town Council to have it tidied up. It was agreed that
this matter should now be referred to Building Control at the Borough Council.

2) Following recent changes to Council a Member requested an updated directory and new business
cards — it was agreed that this would be done when time allowed.

3) Recent articles in newspapers highlighting grants that had been obtained to enhance the historical
centre of Town were noted by Members. This had been as a direct result of a difficult meeting
chaired by the Leader at the Rugby Club which resulted in the formation of the steering group. It
was noted that news coverage was extensive.



4) A number of Members were disappointed to note that Council was not invited to attend the final
presentation day of 6th Form pupils at the Comprehensive School. It was further noted that the Chair
and other Governors had not been informed of the presentation. It was agreed to write to the Head
expressing our disappointment.

The Leader of Council, Cllr. Malcolm Cross, welcomed the new Members of Council and looked
forward to a year with renewed energy and vigour.

The Mayor, Cllr. Andrew Cotton thanked all those who had attended his fund raising event at the
Rhyd Hall.

It was agreed that e-mail addresses for Councillors would be set up on the website and that quotes be
sought for a new Town Guide as previously agreed.

A group, new to the Council, called Life After Stroke had approached a new Councillor with details
of a sponsored walk. He had advised them of grant funding available.

THERE BEING NO OTHER BUSINESS THE MEETING CLOSED AT 7.36PM.

Chair




