
TREDEGAR TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Civic Meeting of Council held in the Council Chamber, Bedwellty House on 
Wednesday 5th December 2012 at 6.00 p.m.  

 
Present: Councillors  A. Cotton 
    T. Smith 
    M. Cross 

A Tippings  
H. Trollope 
S. Trollope    

    M. O’ Sullivan 
    B. Willis 
    D. Rowberry 
    P. Prosser 
    D. Howells 
    R. Thomas 
    G. Bowen-Knight 
    J. Morgan 
     
In Attendance:  Ms. C M. Keane – Town Clerk 
 
 
201) Apologies: Cllrs. H. Woolf, O. Price and T. Gregory. 
Cllr. Smith took the Chair in the absence of the Mayor. 
 
At the start of the Meeting Councillor Cross, Leader of Council, gave a moving tribute to Mr 
Keith Dykes the Deputy Superintendent Registrar who had passed away suddenly whilst on 
holiday. His tribute was followed by a similar tribute from Cllr. Tippings. He was fondly 
remembered by all present and will be greatly missed. 
 
 
202) To agree a replacement Governor for Georgetown Primary School. 
It was agreed to defer this matter until all Georgetown Members were present. 
 
 
203) To Receive Applications for Cultural and Sporting Grants  
 
All Wales Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence Helpline – A grant of £50 was recommended. 
Victim Support – a grant of £200 was recommended. 
Bedwellty Park Bowls Club – Further clarification was requested. 
 
Cllr. P. Prosser declared an interest in the following item and took no part in the discussion or 
voting thereon. 
Tredegar Orpheus Male Voice Choir – a grant of £200 was recommended. 
 
Tredegar Thespian Players –a grant of £200 was recommended. 
 
The Mayor arrived – offered his apologies and then took the Chair. 
 



Grants to Churches and Chapels 
None received. 
 
 
204) PLANNING 
 
a) OFFICERS REPORT 
None received. 
 
 
b) APPLICATIONS  
 

App No  Applicant    Proposal 
 
 2012/0384 Mrs S Humphries Installation of a new aluminium  
  Greggs Plc shop-front Greggs the Bakers, 17  
  1-11 St Albans House Gwent Shopping Centre Tredegar 
  Stafford 
NO OBJECTIONS 
 
 2012/0385 Mrs S Humphries New internally illuminated projecting  
  Greggs Plc sign and window graphics - Greggs  
  1-11 St Albans House the Bakers, 17 Gwent Shopping  
  Stafford Centre, Tredegar 
NO OBJECTIONS 
 
 2012/0446   Mr S Iles External wall insulation and render to  
  16 Bedwellty Pits, Tredegar front elevation and part rear only. 
NO OBJECTIONS 
 
c) Other Planning Matters 
None received. 
 
 
205) CORRESPONDENCE 
 
1)  BGCBC (a) K Stowers, Bedwellty House & Park Manager – Tech Services will send  
  someone along in the next few weeks to look at the floodlight for the War  
  Memorial. 
RECEIVED  
 (b) Lindsay Sims, Environment & Regen. – Enviromental Awards 2012.   
  Thank you for the comments on the event and attending too.  In the future  
  she will send entry forms and literature to the Council office.  
RECEIVED  
 
Cllr. A. Tippings declared an interest in the following item and took no part in the discussions or 
voting thereon. 
 (c) A. Tippings - The Valleys 2013.  Request for information on any  

  forthcoming events which they can add to their website and 2013  
  brochure. 

RECEIVED. It was agreed to forward information as and when available. 
 



 (d) Cllr K Hayden – Nominating Margaret Monk for a Civic Award. 
RECEIVED. It was noted that Mrs Monk had already received recognition by Council. 
 
Cllrs. Willis, Cross and Rowberry declared an interest in the following item and took no part in 
the discussion or voting thereon. 
 (e) List of licensing applications week ending 23.11.12 
RECEIVED  
 (f) Christmas card from the Mayor of Blaenau Gwent Cllr Graham Bartlett. 
RECEIVED  
 
2) One Voice Wales 
 (a) Community Engagement Training – Only two Councils wish to participate  
  and two have failed to respond.  Looking at arranging the training for  
  January/February 2013 but need to have numbers of Members wishing to  
  attend.  Possible two venues – Pontypool & Tredegar (if Council agree) –  
  and it may be necessary to use both depending on numbers. Suggesting an  
  evening course, 6.30pm to 9pm.  They have noted that Mondays and  
  Wednesdays are best avoided; a daytime course may be possible at one  
  venue depending on response. 
RECEIVED.  Members supported the idea of an evening course because of the number of 
Members who were in employment. 
 
Cllr. Howells arrived at this point. 
 
 (b) Sustainable Development Bill Bulletin. 
RECEIVED  
 (c) Winter Regional Gathering Invitation, Friday 7th December 2012 at  
  Tredegar House, Newport 10am to 3.30pm. 
RECEIVED. To be copied to interested Members. 
 (d)  Welsh Affairs Committee Press Announcement – New inquiry  launched –  
  The impact of changes to housing benefit in Wales. Inviting written  
  submission and observations on the issues/impact of the housing benefit  
  reforms in Wales. 
RECEIVED.  It was agreed that a Member would research this matter and report back to 
Council. 
 
3) Christmas Lights: 
 (a) Lilys Floral Design 
  (i) Complaining about the trees looking like they have been just “shoved  
  up” and they have not been “fluffed up”. 
  (ii) Thanks for response to email complaining about the poor quality of the  
  Christmas Lights, hopes all the problems will be rectified soon. 
 (b) Gala Lights - Tony, installations manager, will be visiting tomorrow mid- 
  morning (Thursday) to look at all the listed faults and rectify where  
  possible.  Points out that BGCBC does not recognise their G39  
  qualification which means they are restricted, unable to work inside  
  columns. 
RECEIVED. Members agreed with the complaints and expressed their disappointment at the 
quality of the service received from the contractors which was unacceptable. It was felt that 
the terms of the contract had not been fulfilled and that urgent action was required to rectify 
the faults. It was agreed to meet with the installations manager the next day and express 
Council’s disappointment. The Clerk was instructed that she was not to act as a “go between” 



and that the Contractors and the Borough Lighting Department should be in direct contact 
with each other. This was agreed.  
 
4) Brynmawr Town Council 
  BGCBC have withdrawn newspapers from the libraries as of 7.11.12 as a  
  money saving exercise.  Brynmawr TC have been inundated with  
  complaints and its Members are not happy with  these cutbacks.  They are  
  asking what, if any, procedures will other Town Councils be following?   
  They have written a letter to Mr D. Waggett. 
RECEIVED and NOTED. Members recognised the fact that cutbacks had to be made. 
 
5) Joint Committee of Local Councils in Blaenau Gwent 
  Reply from Bobby Bolt in response to issues raised regarding 24 Hour  
  Pharmacy Provision in Blaenau Gwent. (copied to all Members) 
RECEIVED and NOTED 
 
6) SLCC  2013 Membership renewal pack. 
RECEIVED. It was agreed to renew the Membership. Agreed unanimously. 
 
7) Cllr Woolf  List of items purchased by Lauren Woolf for Council to consider  
  purchasing anything as a sponsorship. 
RECEIVED. It was agreed to sponsor the tracksuit in the sum of £50 and to check if the Town 
Council logo could be embroidered on the tracksuit with costs being borne by Council. 
 
8) Tredegar Twinning Association 
  Details of next year’s Orvault trip organised for Friday 24.5.13 returning  
  Tuesday 28.5.13.  Trip cost is £100 and £25 deposit required to secure a  
  place. 
RECEIVED. The Mayor and Deputy to note the dates in their diaries. It was noted that the 
invitation was open to all. 
 
Cllr A. Cotton declared an interest in the following item and took no part in the discussion or 
voting thereon. 
9) Norma James, Bridgend College 
  Further details regarding a work experience placement – 50 hours per  
  annum, hours negotiated via the student and place.  Office based  
  experience is ideal for the first year student. 
RECEIVED.  It was agreed in principle and further suggested that any suitable candidate may 
also work in conjunction with the Borough and House Manager at Bedwellty House. It was 
agreed to contact the House Manager. 
 
 
10) GAVO  Heritage Lottery Fund new programme information, revised guidance and  
  application materials. 
RECEIVED.  
 
11) Boundary Commission for Wales 
  Have your say on changes to Parliamentary Constituencies by 18.12.12 at  
  www.bcomm-wales.gov.uk 
RECEIVED. It was noted that the closing date would fall before the next meeting. Information 
available for all Members to view on the Welsh Assembly Government website on the above 
link. 

http://www.bcomm-wales.gov.uk/


12) National Assembly Wales 
  Consultation on the Local Government (Democracy) (Wales) Bill,  
  deadline for submission of comments 31.3.13. 

RECEIVED.  
 
13) Aneurin Bevan Community Health Council 
  Next meeting 12th December 2012 at 5.30pm Raglan House, Llantarnam  
  Business Park, Cwmbran (poster displayed in noticeboard). 
RECEIVED. The work undertaken  by the Health Council was highly praised by a Member of 
Council and it was agreed to pass on the agenda when it arrived. 
 
14) Communicorp Local Councils Update December 2012 Issue 158 (items copied for  
  Members). 
RECEIVED. Items of interest copied for Members. 
 
 
206) PUBLICATIONS 
Ville D’Orvault Le cens Pratique November 2012 #139; BGCBC Road works report week ending 
26.11.12; Ville D’Orvault Press cuttings for October 2012; BGCBC Road works report week ending 
7.12.12. 
AVAILABLE FOR ALL MEMBERS. Members recalled at this point that the Mayor would send 
Christmas cards to various groups such as Twinning. The Clerk pointed out that arrangements had 
been made to use the winning entry for the Bedwellty House Christmas Card Competition as an e-
card from the Mayor – thus reducing postage costs. 
 
 
207) AGENDA 
BGCBC Executive Wednesday 28th November 2012 at 11am Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw 
Vale additional item no. 6: Advance notice of BGCBC Special Regeneration & Environment 
Scrutiny Committee Tuesday 18th December 2012 at 2pm Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw 
Vale; BGCBC Corporate Overview Scrutiny Committee Monday 26th November 2012 at 2pm 
Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale additional item no. 8; BGCBC Audit Committee 
Tuesday 27th November 2012 at 2pm Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; BGCBC 
Executive Committee Wednesday 28th November 2012 at 11am Council Chamber, Civic Centre, 
Ebbw Vale; BGCBC Executive Committee Wednesday 28th November 2012 at 11am Council 
Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale report item no. 3; BGCBC Executive Committee Wednesday 
28th November 2012 at 11am Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale additional item no. 7; 
Planning Committee Thursday 6th December 2012 at 2pm Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw 
Vale; Special Licensing Committee Thursday 13th December 2012 at 2pm Council Chamber, Civic 
Centre, Ebbw Vale; Executive Committee Monday 10th December 2012 at 11am Council Chamber, 
Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale. 
AVAILABLE FOR ALL MEMBERS 
 
 
208) Matters concerning Bedwellty House and Park  
1) A Member reported that the wall around Bedwellty House was in the process of  being repaired.  
2) The Homfray Trail – the Leader updated Members on this excellent project and commended Cllr. 
Tippings in her capacity as a Borough employee for the tremendous work that she had put into the 
project which would lead to 15no 2m high stainless steel statues of notable people being erected 
throughout Tredegar, creating increased tourism potential. There was still some ongoing debate 
about suitable subjects. 
 



209) Matters of Local Interest and Concern  
a) It was reported to Members that the owner of the Truck Shop had approached members of the 
Tredegar Heritage Group in an attempt to elicit support for a project he had in mind for the building. 
It was further noted that he had approached individual Councillors too. Council were mindful of the 
problems the disrepair of the building had caused to people and businesses around the Truck Shop 
who were operating and living under difficult conditions. 
It was formally resolved, that after seeking legal advice, that Tredegar Town Council have no 
meaningful contact with the individual concerned, except as legally required through the Clerk. This 
was agreed unanimously. 
b) It was reported that having attended the Lights switch-On on Friday 30th November 2012 Mr. 
Owen Money had said he would be available for 2013. This was noted. 
 
On conclusion of the Meeting the Clerk thanked all Members of Council for their kindness and 
support during her recent illness. She was especially grateful to her colleague Mrs. Jones for the 
help, kindness and support that she had shown and continued to show, and for the additional work 
that she had taken on in her absence. 
Thanks also went to Cllr. Tom Smith who had stepped in to aid Mrs Jones during this time – he was 
“coming along nicely!”  
 
There being no other business the Meeting concluded at 7.15pm and all Members were invited to 
attend the Civic Presentation Evening being held at 7.30pm in the Carriage Room. 
 
   ____________________________ Chair 
 


