TREDEGAR TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held in the Council Chamber, Bedwellty House on
Wednesday 20" February 2013 at 6.30 p.m.

Present: Councillors A. Cotton,
T. Smith
M. Cross
A Tippings,
B. Willis
D. Howells
M. O’Sullivan
R. Thomas
O. Price
G. Bowen-Knight
S. Trollope
H. Trollope
D. Rowberry
P. Prosser

In Attendance: Ms. C M. Keane — Town Clerk
Mrs. A. Jones - RFO

279) Apologies: ClIrs. T. Gregory, J. Morgan

280) To receive a presentation from Mr Dean Thomas, Benefits and Revenues Customer
Service Manager of Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council regarding the Council Tax
Reduction Scheme due to commence on 1° April 2013.

Members welcomed Mr Thomas who explained in detail the proposals which were due to come into
force this year and in the next few years.

Under occupation in the Social Rented Sector — This change is due to come into effect on 1% April
2013 for working age claimants and may lead to a 25% reduction in eligible rent for households
which were under occupying by 2 or more bedrooms. The Government proposals had been for
people to take in lodgers — however the dangers inherent in inviting strangers into a home with
children were obvious to all. Medical reasons for couples not being able to sleep together would not
be taken into account. It was thought that over 1500 houses would be impacted.

Benefit Cap — This will be phased in from April 2013 and will apply to working age people 16-64. It
will mean that a cap of £500 will be set for a couple. This would be administered by the local
authority and would affect a number of benefits which were outlined. It was thought that at least 200
local households would be adversely affected in the Tredegar area. Members pointed out that there
may be an increased strain on the Social Services sector if parents felt unable to cope with their
children and put them into care — at a cost of £800 per child.

Disability Living Allowance — This allowance is to be replaced by Personal Independence Payments
(PIP) and will involve the Department of Work and Pensions(DWP) contacting each claimant of
working age and will involve a face to face consultation. It was envisaged that this would also
adversely affect a great number of people in the Tredegar area.

Jobseekers Allowance Sanctions — this has been in place since October 2012 and could result in loss
of allowance for up to 3 years. It was envisaged that the number of people applying for a Crisis Loan




and food vouchers would increase greatly. This would put people in greater danger from
unscrupulous money lenders.

Social Fund Reform — the discretionary element of the Social fund will be devolved to a single
organisation to deliver — contact with this organisation would be entirely online or by phone and that
premium phone rates would be applied.

Universal Credit — This was the area that raised the greatest concern amongst Members. It would
mean that many of the main means-tested benefits would be paid in one lump sum paid monthly in
arrears with an additional week for administration. This would greatly affect many families
throughout Tredegar and the Borough. Once again it would make people vulnerable to unscrupulous
money lenders. Concern was expressed that some people would not be able to manage their budget.
New claimants would be put straight onto this scheme with existing claimants being phased in until
2017. All applications would be online and the introduction of a real time system by HMRC would
mean that information could be shared directly with DWP.

Discretionary Housing Payment — this is available to claimants whose rent is not fully covered by
Housing Benefit and it was envisaged that the numbers claiming this would increase dramatically.
However it was noted that this fund had been topped up in the past but that this could not continue.
Although the allowance from DWP had been increased it was still felt that due to all the changes the
increase would still not be enough.

Mr. Thomas explained that the changes being made were out of the control of the Local Authority
and being implemented from Government level. There had already been discussions of the financial
implications to the Borough Council and possible increases in homelessness, crime and adverse
effects on education. He explained that the Authority were being as pro-active as possible and the
Digital Inclusion event being held the following Monday was part of that. This was designed to offer
community hubs with two dedicated officers who would travel around the Borough — visiting
Tenants and Residents Associations and helping people to fill in the forms required on line. It was
envisaged that these officers would then train people at the various locations to help others. Despite
all the changes that were to be implemented Mr. Thomas stated that he and his staff would do their
best to ensure a first class service.

Members thanked Mr. Thomas for his presentation and recognised the difficulties that lay ahead - he
then left.

Members agreed that a letter of thanks should be sent to him and also to his line manager so that he
was aware of sterling job that Mr. Thomas was doing in the community.

281) Declarations of Interest
The Mayor reminded Members to make declarations of interest as and when necessary.

282) Grants: To consider and approve grants to sporting and cultural organisations.

British Red Cross — A grant of £100 was approved.

Bedwellty Park Ladies Bowls — A grant of £200 was approved.

Tredegar Christians Together — A grant of £200 was approved.

Tredegar Youth Café — A grant of £200 was approved.

Bedwellty House & Park — Recommendation is to meet the cost of the display board, up to £210
which was the cost the Manager had put forward previously — this was approved.

Ystrad Deri/Dukestown Community Centre — A grant of £200 was approved



Churches & Chapels (s.137) to recommend and to approve grants to Churches and Chapels.

There was some discussion about a grant form which had been received — however it was pointed
out that it had been received well past the cut off time for correspondence. It was agreed not to
accept it at this time.

283) Accounts: To Consider a Schedule of Accounts for payment in February 2013.
It was noted by the RFO that Bank Reconciliations were also available for all Members to inspect.
The cheques and invoices having been previously reconciled by the Leader were approved.

284) To receive and adopt the following Minutes of Council:

a) Minutes of the Performance Review Meeting held on 16™ January 2013.

The Minutes were received and agreed as a true record — there were no matters arising.

b) Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 16" January 2013.

The minutes were received and agreed as a true record.

Matters arising from the Minutes:-

1) Minute No 250 (ii) Replacement Governor — It was agreed that the new co-opted Member for the
Georgetown Ward would take up this position.

2) Minute No 251) 1 a (i) A3 Use — the Member nominated had been unable to attend but had asked
the Town Centre Manager to send him a full report of the meeting.

3) Minute No 251 (9) Amberley Books — It was noted that the Archive group had been in touch.

¢) Minutes of the Events Sub-Committee of Council held on 29" January 2013.

The Minutes were received and agreed as a true record.

Matters arising from the Minutes:-

1) Minute No 259 (c) Walk for life — the suggestion was to contact KRUF for a Celebrity and
Specsavers, who sponsor KRUF and have a branch in Ebbw Vale — to promote the Walk and invite
staff to take part.

2) Minute No 259 (e) AFD — Members received news from the Clerk that the ATC would not be
available for AFD this year, it was agreed to contact the Army and other cadets. Members were also
informed of a gentleman in Tredegar who had had a full arm tattoo - at his own cost — to raise money
for Help for Heroes

3) Minute No 260 (b) Clerk to contact the Sherman Theatre.

d) Minutes of the Civic Sub-Committee Meeting held on 6™ February 2013

The Minutes were received and agreed as a true record.

There were no matters arising.

e) Minutes of the Civic Committee Meeting held on 6" February 2013

The Minutes were received and agreed as a true record.

Matters arising from the Minutes:-

1) It was agreed to add CllIrs Prosser and O’Sullivan who had been present.

2) Minute No 268 — It was agreed that Members were to contact the Clerk directly with any
concerns.

3) Minute No 269 — Remuneration Panel — It was unanimously agreed by all Members of Council
not to accept the recommendations of the panel especially in these times of austerity.

4) Minute No 272 (5) It was noted by members that one of those selected for nomination for a Civic
Award had refused the award because of a medical condition. It was agreed to write to the gentleman
and suggest that the award be made at his home by the Mayor and a small deputation of Members.
5) Minute No 276. Congratulations were given to the Mayor for the hard work he had put in to the
John Hartson talk.



285) Correspondence

1) BGCBC (a) Xmas Lights Grant of £2250 received from Tredegar Members — letter
acknowledging receipt of cheque sent to L. Phillips and thank you letters
for Members sent to Members Services (all internal mail).

Received with thanks.

(b) Kathryn Stowers, Bedwellty House & Park Manager

(1) Re: Artefacts — Looking to commence week beginning 11.3.13, due to
activities over the next few weeks in the House they are unable to start
prior to that date.

Received. Members were disappointed to note the delay.
(i1) Re: Launch of Andrew’s exhibition. Invitation to all Councillors to
attend a private viewing/launch 28.2.13 at 7pm Bedwellty House. —
Copied for all Members 18.2.13

Received. Members to contact the Manager directly.

(©) Make a Difference.....tell us what you think! Consultation event at
Bedwellty House on Tuesday 26™ February 2013 between 5.30pm and
7.30pm — Copied to all Members and added to website.
Received. Members to attend if available.

Councillors Rowberry, Willis and Cross declared in interest in the following item and took no part
in the voting or discussion thereon.

(d) List of Licensing Applications week ending 8.2.13
RECEIVED

2) One Voice Wales Paul Egan, RE: Co-option advice - Response regarding co-option, full

details of notifications which have to be given and process for co-option.
RECEIVED. It was noted that there had been one application for the post following a period of
advertisement and it was put to Members that Mr Ryan Watkins be co-opted to the Georgetown
Ward, this was seconded and agreed. Mr. Watkins then joined the Meeting.

3) Gala Lights
@) Re: Reduction — offer of 25% reduction on the year 2 invoice = £5403.20
with a breakdown on what they have based this decision on. The
explanation highlights the additional works carried out (including refurb
of four columns and moving of two motifs) and would indicate they are
bearing the cost of this additional work. Balance to pay for 2012 is
£16,209.61 ( RFO calculation) excluding VAT.
Received. The Clerk had produced notes of a meeting held with Mr. Hussey from Gala Lights in the
presence of a number of Members of Council, which were made available for all Members. Mr
Hussey had been left in no uncertainty that the standards this year were unacceptable. It was felt that
the reduction offered still did not adequately reflect the damage to the reputation of the Town and
Council. It was agreed to write seeking a further reduction in cost.

(b) Ken Weeks’ (BGCBC) responses to Gala Lights with regards to the issues
raised by Members at the meeting with Gala 11.2.13.
Received. However it was felt that this offered little hope that the situation might improve since it all
hangs on funding.



4) Brynmawr Town Council
Re: Proposed closure of the Market Hall Cinema — Requesting Council
write a letter of support against this closure to BGCBC Chief Executive,
Leader and Deputy Leader.

Received. There was much discussion and the majority voted that a letter of support be sent.

5) Communities First Invitation to Council to attend a presentation on the changes made to the
Communities First programme, Wednesday 6" March 2013 at 12 noon
Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale — copied for all Members.

RECEIVED - Available Members to attend.

Councillors Rowberry, Willis and Cross declared in interest in the following item and took no part
in the voting or discussion thereon.
6) Caerphilly County Borough Council
Re: Street Trading Consent — Response to letter enquiring about fees for
street trading and their street trading policy.
Received. The Caerphilly County Borough Council were still monitoring progress on this subject
and it was agreed to await further outcomes.

7) Requests to meet Council:-
@) Good Relations — wishes to offer an update on the Circuit of Wales
development.
Received. It was agreed to schedule a Meeting as soon as possible and to check if planning
permission was in progress.

(b) Tredegar RFC - Asking to meet Council regarding summer use of the
Recreation Ground which is off limits to them between 1% May to 31°
August. They have been asked to work with South Wales Rugby League
who are also considering starting a club at Tredegar RFC.
Received. Since the ground in question was owned and managed by the Borough Council it was felt
that a meeting with the rugby club would be fruitless. It was further mentioned that a ground in
Nantyglo had been offered as a suitable venue.

8) Brecon Beacons National Park
@) Re: Access to Trefil Quarry — reply to letter sent regarding the barrier.
Since the erection of the barrier there has been a reduction in the instances
of fly-tipping and illegal off-roading. Access is still available for
pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders which are the only groups that have
legal right to use the bridleway. — copied for Sirhowy Ward Members &
CllIr Price
RECEIVED. Members felt the response inadequate and had missed the point. The Park had recently
been awarded International Dark Sky Status, making it only the fifth destination in the world to
receive such status. It was felt once again that the Park had disregarded the majority of people who
had lost their access to the Park via Trefil and also the fact that disabled access had not been catered
for. It was agreed to further pursue this matter.

(b) Details of two Good Business Sense training events taking place shortly.
RECEIVED. Members to attend if available.

(©) Tourism in Action Conference Wednesday 6™ March 2013 from 9.30am to
1pm at Theatr Brycheiniog, Brecon.
RECEIVED Members to attend if available.



9) Funding News:-
@) Gavo
(i) Heritage Lottery Fund — New grant launch. New small grant
programme, Our Heritage, for grants between £10,000 and £100,000, has
been launched on HLF website.
Received. It was thought that this could be used for events for the Tredegar Hill Celebrations in
2014

(if) Re: Funding update — From April 2013 a new £3.8m grant fund will be
available to organisations across Wales from the Tackling Poverty Small
Grants fund. This new fund incorporates the Communities First Trust
Fund and the Community Facilities & Activities Programme.

Received.

Councillor Willis declared in interest in the following item and took no part in the voting or

discussion thereon.

(b) Tai Calon
(1) Re: Funding for Armed Forces Day — a ‘Community Chest” fund is
available which can be accessed for these types on activities — On
checking the criteria enclosed it is necessary for either tenant groups or
associations they are part of to apply but they need to have a constitution
and have their own bank account. — Emailed asking if we meet the criteria.
(if) K. Watkins — Council may be eligible for funding providing we can
demonstrate how the project meets the criteria set out for the fund.

Both received, it was agreed to pursue.

10) Night Out Scheme  Details of the Scheme and how to organise an event together with some
shows currently available.

RECEIVED Unfortunately this did not show if Sherman Theatre were a part of the Scheme, the

Clerk was asked to check.

11) Llangollen International Musical Eisteddfod
Offer of 2 complimentary tickets for July 2013 in respect of the grant
given.

Received with thanks — to the incoming Mayor.

12) Cape-able Cuts Quotation had been received for refurbishing main noticeboard.
Received. It was noted that other quotations were being sought.

13) Aber Valley Heritage
Re: Proposed Welsh National Mining Memorial — Intention is to create a
“Pathway of Memory” on which the individual colliery, date of disaster
and numbers killed will be recorded, estimated pavier cost is £500 each
colliery (image of proposed design included). Asking all community
councils if they wish to contribute towards the cost of the National Mining
Memorial.

RECEIVED. It was agreed to ask a Member of Council — also a member of the local Historical

Society — to check the list and advise of any omissions.


news:-

14) Aneurin Bevan Community Health Council

News Bulletin February 2013 Issue 16 The Patients Voice.
RECEIVED - The Clerk had highlighted an article regarding shortages of linen in hospitals with a
request for information on cases to be relayed to the Aneurin Bevan Community Health Council
directly.

15) The Big Lunch 2013
The 5" annual Big Lunch will take place on Sunday 2" June 2013 which
aims to get neighbours and communities together for lunch and a few
hours of fun. Sign up for a free Big Lunch pack which is full of
information, hints & tips on how to get started, www.thebiglunch.com
Available for all Members.

16) Tredegar Quilting Circle

Completed quilt gift for Orvault hand delivered to Office.
Received with thanks. It was noted that the finished item was of a very high quality and features
scenes from around the town.

285) PUBLICATIONS

Ville D’Orvault Le Cens Pratique February 2013 #142; Ville D’Orvault Bordereau d’envoi —press
cutting January 2013; GAVO Advertising part time Youth Worker vacancies in the Ebbw Fawr
Communities First Cluster; Cwmbran Community Council Re: - Summer Play scheme 2013.

286) AGENDA

BGCBC Special Executive (Budget Monitoring) Wednesday 13" February 2013 — Notice of
substitute appendices for Item No. 3.02; Special Executive Committee Wednesday 13" February
2013 at 11am Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Special Executive Committee Monday
18™ February 2013 at 11am Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Ordinary Meeting of
Council Thursday 14™ February 2013 at 2pm Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Corporate
Overview Scrutiny Committee Monday 18" February 2013 at 2pm Council Chamber, Civic Centre,
Ebbw Vale; Blaenau Gwent Heritage Forum Meeting to be held on Thursday 21% February 2013 at
9.30am, Tredegar Library; BGCBC Executive Committee Wednesday 20" February 2013 at 11am
Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Social Services Scrutiny Committee Tuesday 26"
February 2013 at 4pm Council Chamber, Bedwellty House, Tredegar; Special Regeneration &
Environment Scrutiny Committee Tuesday 19" February 2013 at 10am Council Chamber, Civic
Centre, Ebbw Vale.

Councillors Rowberry and Willis declared in interest in the following item and took no part in the
voting or discussion thereon.

287) Planning:

a) To consider an Officer’s Report - none received

b) To consider Planning Applications submitted for Council’s observations.

App No Applicant Proposal
2013/0055 Mr D Davies Retention of garage and construction
67 Ashvale, Tredegar of garden shed

NO OBJECTIONS


http://www.thebiglunch.com/

2013/0061 Mr & Mrs D Spear
Clo. David Spear Commercials
Crown Business Park
Tredegar
NO OBJECTIONS

2013/0063 Mr B Jones
Sirhowy Homes Ltd
9 Lady Smith Terrace, Tredegar
NO OBJECTIONS

Change of use from flat over shops to
office over shops with new rear car
park and associated retaining wall, 39
& 40 & 40a Commercial Street

Detached house with parking, land
off Lower Salisbury Street, Tredegar

Councillor Tippings declared in interest in the following item and took no part in the voting or

discussion thereon.

Erection of stainless steel figures representing historical people of Tredegar as part of the

Homfray Trail:-
2013/0053 BGCBC
Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale
NO OBJECTIONS
2013/0054 BGCBC
Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale
NO OBJECTIONS
2013/0057 BGCBC
Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale
NO OBJECTIONS

2013/0058 BGCBC
Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale

NO OBJECTIONS

One figure, leuan Gwynedd, verge
near entrance to Health Centre, Park Row

Installation of 3 stainless steel figures
representing historical people of Tredegar as
part of the Homfray Trail — verge next to
access road to Cefn Golau Cemetery.

Five figures, Jane Morgan; Nora Childs:
Ann Prosser & Mary Jones; Samuel
Homfray, gardens of Bedwellty House &
park near Bandstand & seating area

Two figures, Mynydd Wyn & assistant girl,
outside old Sirhowy Ironworks off Graham’s
Yard

¢) To consider other planning matters — there were none.

288) Delegates: To receive and consider reports from Delegates to Outside Bodies and the
recommendations of Sub-Committees/working Parties.

i. Bedwellty Park Management Board

It was noted that the Manager had received Councils request for new bench near the War
Memorial well and although there would be a financial loss this year the Town Council was
investing heavily in the House and this was commended by the Chairman. It was noted that the
Bowls Pavilion should be completed in time for the season

It was agreed to research the use of the old culvert.

ii. School Governing Bodies

A Member reported that Glanhowy primary School were demonstrating an improving trend and
it was also noted that Clir O Price had been made the LEA Governor for Bryn Bach Primary.



iii. Blaenau Gwent CAB
It was agreed to check the Council representative and it was also noted that they would soon be

offering special counsellors to deal with the new welfare reform changes.

289) Matters of Local Interest or Concern (by prior notice)

1) A Councillor brought to Members attention difficulties being experience in getting hold of
replacement recycling bags. Although they were available from the Library it was still difficult for
some sections of the Community to access the Library.

It was agreed to contact the Borough regarding this matter.

2) It was noted that there was a new priest at The Church of the Immaculate Conception.

There being no other business the Meeting closed at 8.47pm.

Chair




