TREDEGAR TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held in the Council Chamber, Bedwellty House on
Wednesday 17" October 2012 at 6.30 p.m.

Present: Councillors A. Cotton
M. Cross
A Tippings
G. Bowen-Knight
M. O’ Sullivan
T. Smith
O. Price
B. Willis
D. Rowberry
R. Thomas
P. Prosser

In Attendance: Mrs A Jones - RFO

150) Apologies Clirs H. Woolf; H Trollope; D. Howells; J Morgan; S. Trollope

151) Declarations of Interest
The Chair reminded Members to make declarations as and when necessary.

152 ) To thank Councillor Bowen-Knight for the repairs and restoration undertaken to the
clock in the Council Chamber.

Thanks were extended to Cllr Bowen-Knight, by all present Members of Council, for the restoration
work he carried out on the clock which has now been rehung in the Council Chamber. Clir Bowen-
Knight reminded staff that the clock needs winding once a week.

153) To consider the exclusion of the Press and public by virtue of the matters to be discussed
under the provisions of the LGA 1972 Schedule 12a.
Moved.

154) To receive the recommendations of the Performance Review Meeting of Council held on
17" October 2012.

A verbal report was received and it was agreed that the Budget figures be accepted. The
recommendations for a Staffing Sub-Committee, seeking of a quotation for bulbs from Parker Bulbs
and clock bed sponsorship were also agreed.

It was noted that Council is pleased with the budget progress to date this year.

155) To re-open the Meeting of Council to the public.
Moved.




156) Grants:-
To consider, recommend and approve grants to sporting and cultural organisations.
Thanks were noted.

Bobath Cymru Children’s Therapy Centre - A grant of £100.00 was approved.
Ebenezer Mother & Toddler Group - A grant of £200.00 was approved.
Tredegar & District Canine Society - A grant of £200.00 was approved.

Churches & Chapels (s.137) to recommend and to approve grants to Churches and Chapels.
Ebenezer Independant Church - A grant of £200.00 was approved.
Trinity Spiritual Church - A grant of £200.00 was approved.

157) Accounts: To Consider a Schedule of Accounts for payment in October 2012.

It was noted that reconciliations on all the accounts were available for Members inspection.

The amendment schedule of payments for September 2012, showing the additional payments agreed
at the meeting 19™ September 2012, was accepted. The schedule of payments for October 2012 was
agreed but it was noted that the replacement cheque for Parc Bryn Bach was not to be issued until
they contact the office.

158) To receive and adopt the Minutes of:-

(a) Civic Committee meeting 5" September 2012

(b) Events Committee meeting 17" September 2012
(c) Ordinary Meeting of Council 19" September 2012
(d) Events Committee meeting 26™ September 2012
(e) Civic Committee meeting 3" October 2012

(f) Events Committee meeting 10™ October 2012.
Moved as a true record.

159) Matters arising from the Minutes.

(a) Civic Committee Meeting 5™ September 2012:-
Item 103 - A Member asked for the notes of the meeting to be checked with regards to the new
Primary Care Centre and that Ms Bolt’s responses are recorded in the Minutes.
Item 104 — Recommended that Council have an official capacity within the multiagency group
being put together.

(b) Ordinary Meeting of Council 19™ September 2012:-
Item 120 Correspondence — (5) Tredegar Quilting Circle: RFO was requested to send a letter to
arrange a visit to view the quilted wall display once it is finished. It was agreed that Cllrs
Tippings and Cotton would attend if the date was convenient for them.
(8) Grantfinder — CllIr Prosser confirmed that BBC’s One Show are going to, after Christmas, air
a programme on Aneurin Bevan. He has recently supplied them with photographs to be used
and once air date is confirmed he will let Council know.

(c) Civic Committee meeting 3™ October 2012:-
A Member spoke about how touching the funeral was for former Town Councillor Jim Gregory
and said how tribute had been paid to his time in the role, about how he stood for what he
believed in. Another Member said that all the sentiments made were very genuine.

(d) Events Committee meeting 10™ October 2012:-
Item 144 Matters arising not on the agenda — (a) It was noted that the wreath laying ceremony
at the Cairn is on Saturday not Friday as shown in the Minutes. The RFO was instructed to issue
a press release and advertise this event on the Town Council website. Also to send invites out to



Alun Davies AM, Nick Smith MP and Revrd Fthr Gareth Jones. Revrd Fthr Jones is also to be
asked whether he would like to participate in the Service if he is able to attend.

(b) War Memorial — It was noted that the gold lettered had been completed to a good standard
and there are only a few areas on the Memorial to be addressed. Members again raised their
concerns about the square area surrounding the Memorial and their hopes that it would be
addressed prior to Armistice. A Member confirmed that Mr D Watkins BGCBC will get
costings for the work and come back to Council to discuss the feasibility. It was also noted that
the over-hanging trees need to be trimmed if possible.

160) Correspondence:-

2) Brecon Beacons National Park Authority

Town & Community Council Charter 2012-2013.
Agreed to sign Charter and Mayor signed on behalf of Council at this point. Request that a
news article about the Charter is added to Town Council website.

3) M. Colbourne Thank you letter from both him and his mother for the wonderful day
arranged as his homecoming, a reception that both Mark and his family
will remember for a very long time. Thanks extended to the people of
Blaenau Gwent for supporting him not only on Saturday but throughout
the Games.

Received. Request for letter to be added to Town Council website.

4) BGCBC £300 grant from Tredegar Members Half Penny Rate fund towards Armed
Forces Day Event — letter acknowledging receipt & thanks sent to
L. Phillips.

Received. Noted that thanks as already been sent.

5) One Voice Wales
@) Copy of the Power of Well Being guidelines.

Moved.

(b) Community Engagement Training for Members of the Gwent Valleys Area

Committee — request to consider jointly funding the delivery of the course
for the Area Committee Members. Training cost will be in the region of
£375 and it will require one Council to host the training course providing
both accommodation and refreshments. Costs will be shared amongst
supporting Councils on the basis of total cost divided by number of
participants.

Moved with request to agenda for next meeting. Contact to be made with other local Town

Councils to ask if they will be participating.

(©) Training Needs Survey — reminder to submit your responses to the survey
by 31.10.12
Moved. Clerk to complete.

(d) Availability of Planning Training Module — In conjunction with Planning
Aid (Wales). Details of the planning training module that is available for
Councils. Any Councils interested must contact Paul Egan.
Moved. Available for Members.



(e) Appointment of Chair & Members to the Advisory Panel on Substance
Misuse, closing date for applications 26.10.12.
Moved. Members apply if they wish.

6) ClIr Price Suggested warning for the website on the Meow-Meow drug — Council to
approve
Approved, warning and any links are to be added to website.

7) Christmas Lights Events:- Council to approve

@) JAC Sports - Details of M. Colbourne’s availability for Xmas Lights

event.

Agreed, Clir Rowberry objected on principle. Recommended time is 5-6.30pm as Mr
Colbourne has another commitment that evening. Arrangements must be made through PR
Agent.
Recommended that, due to his popularity, his attendance is well advertised in the surrounding
towns to give those who were unable to attend the Homecoming to see him at this event.

Cllr A. Cotton declared an interest in the following item and took no part in the discussions or
voting thereon.
(b) J. Cotton - Confirming availability for the Xmas Lights switch on at a cost
of £150.
Agreed. Council felt that this aspect worked well last year unlike previous years where
difficulties were experienced with the sound quality.

8) Mossfords Waiting for good weather to complete pointing and other finishing bits,
plans are in place if the weather continues to be poor to still have it all
completed by 26™ October.

Moved. Member highlighted that one of the marble slabs was damaged. Council asked for this

to be brought to the attention of Mossfords.

9) Civic Trust

(@) Open Doors Feedback form — completed and returned 17.10.12
Moved.
(b) Open Doors Photography Competition - Requesting entries of photos
taken on the day of the event.
Moved.

10) Meeting Place Communications
Confirming that the MET mast which is recording wind speed data is now
on site as per the planning consent earlier this year.

Moved.

11) CADW Re: Your Heritage — Your Say. Will be looking at events more convenient
to this area next year.

Moved. Council requested the email is forwarded to the Bedwellty House Manager as

information.



12) RBL Copy of letter received by Tredegar Branch asking that all local authorities
safety advisory groups are contacted to make sure that the appropriate
arrangements are in place for the Remembrance Parades — Clerk attending
SAG meeting 18.10.12

Moved.

13) Tredegar Heritage = Re: Tredegar Truck Shop & Mr Kahn - Copy of letter sent to Chief
Regeneration Officer, BGCBC. Wishing to meet with BGCBC to discuss
the outcome of their recent meeting with Mr Kahn.

Moved. A Member requested copies of this letter is sent to all Town Council Tredegar Heritage

delegates. A Member brought to the Council’s attention that the group are writing to Mr G

Jones to with regards to giving out group members’ contact details. Another Member brought

to the attention of Council that Mr D. John (BGCBC) recommended no contact with Mr Khan

due to the complexities of the current case.

Cllrs Willis and Rowberry declared an interest in the following item and took no part in the

discussions or voting thereon.

14) Good Relations Re: Circuit of Wales - Confirming that public exhibitions were held in
Trefil 26.9.12 & Llangyndir, letters were sent to all householders inviting
them to attend. Will be aiming to go back to the local communities with
further information on the project in the next coming weeks.

Received. It was noted that the two Members who are residents in Trefil, live in the main

street, did not receive any literature regarding the public exhibitions.

15) Caerphilly County Borough Council
CCBC Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Preliminary Draft
Charging Schedule Consultation taking place 17.10.12 to 28.11.12,
documents available on www.caerphilly.gov.uk, any comments to be
submitted by 28.11.12.
Moved. Council requested the Clerk’s name is amended, RFO confirmed it was done on receipt
of this letter.

16) Brecon Beacons National Park Authority
Audit & Scrutiny Committee Friday 19" October 2012, agenda and
enclosures available on their website.

Moved to delegate.

161) PUBLICATIONS

Aneurin Bevan Community Health Council News Bulletin October 2013 Issue 14; Proludic
Equipment for Play & Sports Areas brochure 2012; BGCBC Roadworks report week ending
19.10.12; Communicorp Local Councils Update October 2012 Issue 156.

Available for all Members

162) AGENDA

BGCBC Special Social Services Scrutiny Committee Wednesday 10" October 2012 at 10am Council
Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; BGCBC Ordinary Meeting of Council Thursday 11" October
2012 at 2pm Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; BGCBC Executive Committee
Wednesday 10" October 2012 at 10am Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; BGCBC Special
Planning Committee Wednesday 17" October 2012 at 2pm, please meet at 24 Blenheim Road, Six
Bells, Abertillery; BGCBC Corporate Overview Scrutiny Committee Monday 15" October 2012 at


http://www.caerphilly.gov.uk/

2pm Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; BGCBC Executive Committee Wednesday 17™
October 2012 at 11am Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale; Advance notice of BGCBC
Regeneration & Environment Scrutiny Committee on Thursday 8" November 2012 at 10.30am
Council Chamber, Civic

Centre, Ebbw Vale; Blaenau Gwent Heritage Forum Minutes from September’s meeting and agenda
for Thursday 19" (should be 18™) October 2012 at 9.30am Tredegar Library; BGCBC Social
Services Scrutiny Meeting Tuesday 23 October 2012 at 4pm Council Chamber, Council Offices,
Mitre Street, Abertillery; BGCBC Special Meeting of Council Monday 29" October 2012 at 2pm
Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale.

Available for all Members.

Cllrs Willis and Rowberry declared an interest in the following item and took no part in the
discussions or voting thereon.

163) PLANNING
a) OFFICERS REPORT - None received.

b) APPLICATIONS -

App No Applicant Proposal
2012/0300 Eon Energy Solutions Installation of external wall
Clo Ms S Griffiths insulation, 1-49/51/53-104 Cripps
RCA Regeneration Ltd Avenue, Tredegar

Unit 6 De Sallis Court
Hampton Lovett, Droitwich.
No Objections

c¢) Other Planning Matters - None received.

164) Delegates: To receive and consider reports from delegates to Outside Bodies and the
recommendations of Sub-Committees/working parties.

i.  Bedwellty Park Management Board

No meeting.

ii.  Joint Committee of Local Councils
Bobby Bolt (ABHB) attended the last meeting, held in Abertillery and there was a good level
of debate, with Members refusing to accept her comments on out of hour pharmacy facilities.
It was suggested that as Ebbw Vale as over 4 pharmacies maybe an option would be to
stagger their opening hours. It was requested she returned to another meeting with responses
to the queries raised.

iii.  Gwent Valleys One Voice Wales
The last meeting was held at Bedwellty House and all were impressed with the venue.
Blaenavon Town Council have now joined the group. New Town Councils are being formed
with Risca holding a public referendum and it is anticipated that its new Town Council will
be formed shortly.
Details of training events are regularly issued and suggested that it would perhaps be good for
Members to attend future events.
Next meeting will be held in January 2013, Cwmbran.



Vi.

Vii.

viii.

Xi.

Xii.

Xiii.

Tredegar Twinning

Twinning have two events coming up and an invitation has been extended to all Council if
they wish to attend both/either event — Halloween Night, Saturday 27" October at
Georgetown Community Centre and Christmas Buffet & Dance £12, Friday 14" December at
Bedwellty House. RFO to distribute details to all Members.

School Governing Bodies

St Josephs have now advertised the Deputy Head position.

Blaenau Gwent Council for the Disabled

No meeting.

Parc Bryn Bach Management Committee

At the last meeting it was evident that there is a change of direction and several items were
raised that need changing with a recommendation that half a day is set to one side to meet to
seta 5 year plan. It is disturbing that the Committee has no powers, it can only make
recommendations and it was noted that the Parc have now realised it needs to find a way of
raising capital as most events are not profitable for the Parc.

During the poor weather the pedalos run at a loss due to an external person being brought in
to operate them. It has been recommended that in-housing training is done during the Winter
period for the Parc staff to man the pedalos in future therefore eliminating the additional cost
of that external person.

A Member relayed the news he had received regarding a savage attack by two unleashed pit-
bull type dogs on a small leased dog. Police were called and had to take extreme measures to
free the attacked dog. It was pointed out that this attack could have quite easily happened to a
small child and the importance of enforcing the regulation of dogs on leads at the Parc.
Another Member commented on the tired infrastructure and had previous enquired at the Parc
about what their intentions with regards to updating/improving the education and
interpretation visual displays. The BGCBC Officer agreed to revisit their ‘vision statement
for the purpose of the Parc’s Management Committee.

The delegate informed Members that the Parc is being encouraged to apply for bigger grants
to enable them to undertake projects such as improving the bunk house.

Tredegar Youth Café

The Summer holiday attendance was good although numbers are slightly falling which may
be due to the café attracting the younger youth only — up to 14 years old — not the older
children.

Parents have enquired about a homework club and there will be a trial of this facility.

The mother and toddler group is going really well.

Blaenau Gwent CAB

No meeting.

Communities First Board

No meeting.

Tredegar Crime Prevention Panel

No meeting.

Tredegar Business Forum

Have asked Council for confirmation of gazebos at the Christmas Lights Switch On. Also
wanted to raise their concerns to Council about BGCBC using tarmac on the road humps
along Commercial Street instead of replacing the stones.

It was also mentioned that a flat occupant has been using one of the Christmas Lights fixings
in Commercial Street as a bicycle holder. The matter has already been reported to BGCBC
and the Police, but the Forum wish it to be brought to the attention of Council and BGCBC
Members.

Blaenau Gwent Regeneration Forum

No meeting.



Xiv.

XV.

XVI.

Blaenau Gwent Heritage Forum

Meeting is 18" October 2012.

Blaenau Gwent HARPS project

No meeting. Council requests this item to be removed in future.

Tredegar Heritage

Meetings are still on-going with the Local Health Board and A.M. regarding Tredegar
General Hospital. The Group have been offered approximately a third of the Hospital for
community use but the offer came with a 25 year lease and a million bill for the
refurbishment of the offered rooms, with this amount payable to a third party. The Group
have written back declining this offer and discussions are still on-going. The Group will be
writing to BGCBC to raise potential tourism opportunities arising from the proposed race
track.

Group are advertising for new members, preferably people with business experience to help
advise on project development.

165) Matters of Local Interest or Concern

1.
2.

Quiz Wizards — Starting tomorrow night at the Moose

Mayor’s Appeal Charity Golf Day — To date the day has raised over £1000 and ClIr Cotton
expressed is thanks to everyone helped, raised money and took part. He extended a personal
thanks to Cllr Cross for all his help in organising the event. It was requested that a letter of
thanks is sent to Tredegar & Rhymney Golf Club and that Cllr Cotton congratulates his
family for the exceptional buffet they laid on.

Brinore Tramroad — The developer has now started to remove the mound of earth. Are there
any protection orders in place to conserve the mound?

Trefil Road Barrier — There is a notice of restriction on the road leading from the “Top
House” Inn towards the quarry. A Member asked for an update on the legality of the barrier
on this road.

A Member asked whether the news that BGCBC were discontinuing their connections with
the food facilities in their buildings is correct. It was noted that BGCBC are moving towards
the use of vending machines at its canteen facilities at sites in Brynmawr, Civic Centre and
Tafarnaubach, there would be no redundancies as staff would be redeployed.

Mydriam Place — Double yellow lines now on the corner. It was mentioned that Tredegar
Business have been informed by the Police that they are unable to issue parking tickets if the
yellow lines are broken.

There being no other business the Meeting closed at 7.35pm.

Chair




